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PREFACE. 



r ROM the events which have lately taken 
place in Europe, the History of Free 
Masonry has a claim upon the public 
attention, to which, at another period, 
perhaps, it might not have been entitled. 
The history of a peaceful institution, 
whose proceedings are concealed from 
the public eye, can be interesting only to 
its own members, who are solicitous about 
the honour and advancement of their 
order. But, whenever it influences the 
opinions and practices of men ; when- 
ever it contributes to the disturbance or 
degradation of kingdoms ; and whenever 
it is deemed an instrument in the pro-* 
motion of those great revolutions, which 
involve, in their consequences, the happi- 
ness of individuals, and the stability of 
nations, it may then arrogate some title 
to public attention. That such allega- 
b tions 
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lion* have been made against the frater- 
nity of Free Masons, is a circumstance 
which is known to all. A few weak- 
minded alarmists have represented the 
lodges of the order as caverns of dark- 
ness, in which the most detestable schemes 
have been hatched, and frprji which have 
issued those monsters of wick^daess wha 
have unsettled t^ie tranquillity of Europe, 
and subverted the principles of religion 
^md of jgovernment. The ?ceaes to which 
I aUude are deeply in^iprinted QU the 
minds of all ; ^sid it ipaust h^t^ pc<:a«iajpied 
no spiall degree of terror ^ the frieiwfe 
of order, were they con vin^^d that.thierc 
existed in every tow% nay, in eveiry vil- 
lage of their native land, a dajigerous* 
association of powerful men, who were 
partakers in the enormities of the French 
Revolution, who were instigatorSi of rc^ 
bellion in their own country^ andl con- 
spiratw? against the existing governments^ 
of Europe. We cannot, indeed,, suffici- 
ently admire that depth of wisdom which 

^ pretended 
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pretended to di8co^l^er such erils, nor ap- 
plaud that stretch of patriotism which 
warned Europe of her danger. But we 
must be allowed to think, that such pre- 
tended discoveries have been productive 
of the most baneful eflfects : They have 
weakened that rehance which man natu<- 
rally places upon man : They have broken 
those ties which^ bind together the mem- 
bers of the same community ; They have 
introduced distrust, suspicion, and terror, 
into every district where Free Masoi^ry 
prevails, and where such rejports have 
been credited. 

The best way of refuting those calum- 
nies which have been brought against the 
fraternity of Free Masons, is to lay before 
the public a correct and rational account 
of the nature, origin, and progress of the 
institution ; that they may be enabled to 
determine, whether or not its principles are, 
in any shape, connected with the princi- 
ples of revolutionary anarchy , and whether 
b 2 or 
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or not the conduct of its members has 
ever been similar to the conduct of trai^ 
tors. For this purpose^ as well as for the 
instruction of those who desire to be ini^ 
tiated into the order, the following Trea.- 
tise on Free Masonry is submitted to the 
consideration of the pubUc. The works 
on this subject, which have already been 
given to the world, are of such a repul- 
sive nature, as to deter the most inquisi<r 
tive from their perusaL They contain 
nothing more than a meagre account of 
pubUc buildings; and by referring the ori- 
gin of the order to ' the creation of the 
world, and ranking among the list of 
Free Masons,the most celebrated monarchs 
of the e^t, without any authority from 
authentic history, their authors have disr 
credited an institution which they meant 
to have honoured. It shall be the object, 
therefore, of the following work, to divest 
the history of Free Masonry of that jar- 
gon and mystery in which it hath hither- 
to been enveloped ; and to attempt some-f 

tluAg 
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thing like a classical view of thi$ ancient 
and respectable institution. 

The difficulties which attend &uch 
an^ undertaking, can be obvious to 
those onljr, who are, in some measure, 
acquainted with the subject. From the 
very constitution of the fraternity, its 
origin. mu5t be involved in obscurity; 
the materials for its history must be 
9canty in the extreme ; and those which can 
be procured, cannot in themselves be of 
fiuch an interesting nature as to excite 
general attention. The history of an 
association, however, which has existed 
from the remotest antiquity ; which has 
extended to every comer of the world, 
and embraced men of every rank, of eve- 
ry religion, and of every form of govern- 
ment, must surely be interesting to a con- 
templative man, who is accustomed to 
discover new features of the mind, in eve- 
ry human institution. But those who 
derive amusement, only from the recital 

of 
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of bloody wars and domestic commojdons, 
who are delighted with romantic narra- 
tions, and stories of imaginary happiness 
and misery, will find here no gratification 
of their sanguinary and corrupted taste. 
They will turn, with disappointment, from 
the history of a peaceable association;, 
formed for the purpose of scientific im- 
provement, and the exercise of mutual 
benevolence ; patronising and executing 
those magnificent structures, which at one 
rime have contributed to the utility and 
(»iiament of nations, and at another to 
the amusement and admiration of suc- 
ceeding ages ; — ^an association sometimes 
persecuted from the jealousy of power,-^ 
sometimes alarmed by the threats of 
superstition, — ^frequently attacked, but 
never overturned. 

. After having investigated the origin 
of Free Masonry, and exhibited the state 
of the fraternity from that period to the 
present day, the Second Part of the work 

is 
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18 exclusively devoted to the history of 
Scotish Masonry, from -the institutioii of 
the Grand Lodge of Scotland, in 1736, to 
the present year. This has been extract- 
ed from the records of the Grand Lodge, 
and contains much important informa- 
tion, equally interesting to the public in 
general, and to the Brethren of the order. 
Two ancient charters from the Scotish 
masons to the Sinclairs of Roslin, from 
Ha,y's Manuscript in the Advocates' Li- 
brary; together with other papers which 
were necessary for completing the work, 
are given by way of appendix. 

The attentive reader will find, in the 
First Part of this work, some interesting 
facts, which have hitherto been unknown, 
and many more brought to view which 
have never been noticed in any former 
history of Free Masonry. The history 
of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, too, is 
altogether new, as its records, though 
frequently solicited, have never been 

grante4 
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granted to any who have written a his* 
tory of the order. 

As no labour has been spared in the exe- 
cution of this plan, it is hoped that the can- 
dour of the public will be experienced for 
anydefects which they may discover; and 
that these may be imputed to want of 
ability, rather than to want of attention. 
For the sentiments which are expressed 
concerning the nature and tendency of 
Free Masonry, neither pardon nor indul<p 
gence are solicited. The object of the 
fraternity is certainly innocent and salu- 
tary, thougli, like other institutions, it has 
sometimes been perverted by the igno- 
rance and depravity of its members. 
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HEN men are in a state of barbarity, and 
are scattered over the surface of a country in 
small and independent tribes, their wants are a$ 
small in magnitude, as they are few in number. 
It is in the power, therefore, of every individual, 
to perform, for himself and his family, every 
work of labour which necessity or comfort re- 
quires ; and while, at on6 time, he equips him- 
self for the chace or the combat, at another, 
he is rearing a habitation for his offspring, or 
hollowing his canoe to surmount the dangers of 
the sea. But as soon as thefe tribes associate to- 
gether, for the purposes of mutual protection 
and comfort, civilization ^vances apace; and, 

A in 
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in the same proportion, the wants and desires of 
the community increase. In order to gratify 
these, the ingenuity of individuals is called forth; 
and those, who, from inability or indolence, can- 
not satisfy their own wants, will immediately re- 
sort to the superior skill of their neighbours. 
Those members of the community, who can exe- 
cute their work with the greatest elegance and 
celerity, will be niost frequently employed; and, 
from this circumstance, combined with the prin- 
ciple of emulation, and other causes, that distinc- 
tion of professions will arise, which is found on- 
ly among nations considerably advanced in civi- 
lization and refinement. 

One of the first objects of man, in a rude state, is 
to screen himself and his family from the heat of 
the tropic sun, from the inclemency of the po- 
lar regions, or from the sudden changes of more 
temperate climates. If he has arrived at such a 
degree of improvement, as to live under the do- 
minion of a superior, and under the influence 
of religious belief, the palace of his King, and 
the temple of his Gods, will be reared in the 
most magnificent stile, which his skill can de- 
vise, and his industry accomplish*, and decked 
with those false ornaments, which naturally (iatch 
the eye of unpolished men. From that princi- 
ple, which impels the lower orders to imitate the 

magnificence 

* Robertson's America, vol. 2. page 316. 
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magnificence and splendour of their superiors^ a 
foundation will be laid for improvement in the art 
of building; and it is extremely probable, from 
the circumstances, which have been mentioned, as 
well as from others, which the slightest reflection 
will suggest, that architecture will be the first 
profession, to which men will exclusively devote 
their attention ; and for which they will be train- 
ed by an established cpurse of preparatory edu- 
cation. 

Nor is it from this ground only, that Mason- 
ry derives its superiority as a separate profession. 
While many other arts administer to our luxury 
and pride, and gratify only those temporary wants 
and unnatural desires which refinement has ren- 
dered necessary, the art of building can lay claim 
to a higher object. The undertakings of the 
architect, not only furnish us with elegant and 
comfortable accommodation from the inclemen- 
cy of the seasont, from the rapacity of wild beasts, 
and the still more dangerous rapacity of man; 
they contribute also to the ornament and glory of 
nations, and it is to them that we are indebted for 
those fortresses of strength, which defend us from 
the inroads of surrounding enemies. Nor can 
the works of the architect be ranked among 
those objects which furnish amusement and ac- 
commodation for a few years, or at most during 
the short term of human life; they descend un- 
impaired from generation to generation; they 
A 2 acquire 
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acquire additional grandeur and value from an 
increase of age; and are the only specimens of 
human labour which, in some measure, survive 
the revolutions of kingdoms, and the waste of 
time. The splendid remains of Egyptian, Gre- 
dan, and Roman architecture, which, in every 
age, have attracted the Mtention of the learned^ 
and excited the astonishment of the vulgar, arc 
standing monuments of the ingcntiity and pow- 
er of man; and, in ages yet to come, they wiH 
reflect a dignity on the art of building, to which 
no cfther profession can arrogate the slightest 
tlaim. 

Bdt there is still another consideration, which 
entitles architecture to a decided pre-eminence 
among the other arts. It is itself the parent of 
many separate professions; and requires a com- 
bination of taleitts, and an extent of knowledge, 
for whi<Sh other* J)t6fessions have not the smallest 
occasion. An acquaintance with the sciences of 
geometry, and mechanical philosophy, with the 
arts of sculpture and design, and other abstruse 
and elegant branches of knowledge, arc indis- 
pensible requisites in the education of an archi- 
tect; and raise his art to a vast height above 
those professions, which practice alone can ren- 
der famiKar, and which consist in the mere ex- 
ertion of muscular force. It appears, then, from 
these considerations, that there is some founda- 
tion, in the very nature of architecture, for those • 

extra- 



Digitized by 



Google 



FREE MASONRY. 5 

extraordinary privileges, to which Masons have 
always laid claim, and which they have almost 
always possessed — privileges, which no other 
artists could have confidence to ask, or liberty to 
enjoy ; and there appears to be some foundation 
for that ancient and respectable order of Free Ma- 
sons, whose origin, we are now to investigate, 
and whose progress we are soon to detail. 

But, that we may be enabled to discover Free 
Masonry under those various forms, which it ha^ 
assumed in different countries, and at diflferent 
times, beforei.it received the name which it now 
bears, it will be necessary to give a short de- 
scription of the nature of this institution, with- 
out developing those mysteries, or reveaKng 
l3iose ceremonial observances which are known 
only to the brethren of tht order. 

Free Masonry is an ancient and respectable in- 
stitution, embracing individuals of every nation, 
of every religion, and of every condition in life. 
Wealth, power, and talents are not necessary to 
the person of a Free Mason. An unblemished 
character, and a virtuous condud, are the only 
qualifications which are requisite for admission into 
the Order. In order to confirin this institution, and 
attain the ends for which it was originally formed, 
every candidate must come under a solemn en- 
gagement never to divulge the mysteries and 
ceremonies of the Order, nor communicate to 

th^ 
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the tminitiated, thofe important precepts, with 
which he may be entrusted; and those proceed- 
ings and plans, in which the Fraternity may be 
engaged. After the candidate has undergone the 
necessary ceremonies, and received the usual in- 
structions, appropriate words, and significant signs 
arc imparted to him, that he may be enabled to 
distinguish his Brethren of the Order from the un- 
initiated pubhc ; and convince others that he is en- 
titled to the privileges of a Brother, should he 
be visited by (diftrefs or want, in a distant land. 
If the newly admitted member be foimd quali- 
fied for a higher degree, he is promoted, after due 
intervals of probation, till he has received that 
Masonic knowledge, which enables him to hold 
the highest offices of truft, to which the Fra- 
ternity can raise its members. In all ages, it 
has been the objedl of Free Masonry, not on- 
ly to inform the minds of its members, by. 
instructing them in the sciences and uscftil 
arts, but to better their hearts by enforcing 
the precepts of religion and morality. In the 
course of the ceremonies of initiation, brotherly 
love, loyalty, and other virtues, are inculcated in 
hieroglyphic symbols; and the candidate is often 
reminded, that there is an eye above which ob- 
serveth the workings of his heart, and is ever 
fixed upon the thoughts and the actions of men. 
At regular and appointed seasons, convivial meet- 
ings of the Fraternity are held in lodges con- 
structed for this purpose: Temperance, harmo- 
ny, 
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ny, and joy, characterise these mixed assem- 
blies. All distinctions of rank seem to be laid 
aside, all differences in religious and political sen- 
timents are forgotten j and those petty quarrels 
which disturb the quiet of private life, cease to 
agitate the mind. Every one strives to give hap- 
piness to his brother; and men seem to recollect, 
for once, that they are sprung from the same ori- 
gin, that they are possessed of the same nature 
and are destined for the same end. 

Such are the general features of an institution, 
which has of late produced so great division in 
the sentiments of the learned, respecting its origin 
and tendency. While a certain class of men*, 
a littie over-anxious for the dignity of their order, 
have representeditascoeval with the world; others, 
influenced by an opposite motive, have maintain- 
ed it to be the invention of English Jesuits, to 
promote the views of that intriguing and danger- 
ous association f. Some philosophers, among 
whom we may reckon the celebrated Chevalier 
Ramsay, have laboured to prove, that Free Ma- 
sonry arose during the Crusades^; that it was a 
secondary order of chivalry; that its forms origi- 

ginated 

* Anderson^s History and Constitiitions of Free Masonry, 
p. I. Desagulier's Constitutions, p. i. Smithes Use and Afamse 
of. Free Masonry, p. 27% Preston's Illustrations of Masonry, 
p. '6. loth edition. 

f Manuscript of Bode of Germany, in the possession of M. 
Mounter. 
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ginated from that warlike institution; and were 
adapted to the peaceful habits of scientific men*, 
Mr Clinch f has attempted, with considerable in- 
genuity and learning, to deduce its origin from the 
institution of Pjthagoras. M. Bam^l^ supposes^ 
that it is a continuation o£ the Templars; while 
others, vith a degree of audacity and malice, 
rarely to be found in the character of ingenuous 
men, have imputed the origin of Free Ma¥>nry 
to secret associations, averse to the interests of 
true government, and pursuing the villanous 
J I and chimerical project of levelling the distinc- 

tions of society, and freeing the human mind 
|u from the secret obligations of morality and reli- 

gion. 



f 



* :t 



i 







Without adopting any of these untenable 
opinions, or attempting to discover the precise 
period when Free Masonry arose, it may be 
sufficient to show, that it can justly lay claim to 
an early origin, and that it has existed from that 
period to the present day, under di&rent forms, 
and different appellations ||. In the execution 

this 

* Ley den's Preliminar^r J^s^rt^^^lli^ the ComplaTnt of 
Scotland, p. 67, 7't*>; "■*^'*^ ^^ > 

f Antihologia Hibornidi, &r Janiary, March, ApHi, and 
June 1794. ... 

t Memoirs of Jacobinitnv voL^p;.377, 378, ifc. 

II M. Mounier observes, that if the order of Free Maaont 
existed amdng the andients, tt would 4iave been mentioned by 

cotemporary 
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of thiis task, the candid ehquirer will be satisfied 
with strong and numerous resemblances, as the 
nature of the subject excludes the possibility of 
rigid demonstration. Every human institution 
is subject to great and numerous variations ; the 
different aspects under which they appear, and 
the principles by which they are regulated, 
depend upon the progress of civilization, upon 
the nature of the government by which they 
are protected, and on the peculiar opinions and 
habits of their members. If, therefore, in c6m- 
paring Free Masonry with other ancient associa- 
tions, 

contemporary authors. This argument, however, for the re- 
cency of their origin, is far from bang conclusive. A secret 
association unconnected with national affairs, would seldom 
come tmder the consideration of contemporary writers, who 
could oiHy tell their readers that such an association existed. 
They who believe that the Eleusinian mysteries were those of 
Free Masonry, under a different appellation, will deny the 
premises frcnn which Mounier^s conclusion is drawn. These 
mysteries existed in the eighth century of the Christian ara, 
and have been mentioned by contemporary authors, on ac- 
count of their connection with the history of the times, and 
the religion of their country. From the eighth century, to 
the revival of learning in Europe, . Free Masonry must have 
been in a very languisHng concBtion, and could not engage ' 
the attention of writers, when birt £ew lodges, and still fewer 
authors existed. The minds of men were then bent upon 
less noble pursuits. Science and common sense were no 
where to be foimd } and those amiable propensities of the 
heart, upon which Free Masonry b founded, were smothered 
under that debasing superstition, which characterised tKose 
ages of ignorance and iniquity. 

B 
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tiohs, we should find it coincide with them in 
every circumstance, there would be strong rea- 
sons for suspecting, that the imagination of the 
writer had counterfeited resemblances when des- 
titute of authentic information; or that the Or- 
der had adopted the rites and ceremonies of 
antiquity, to cloak the recency of their origin, 
to command the veneration, and excite the no- 
tice of the public. Against Free Masonry, how- 
ever, this charge cannot be preferred : We shall 
have occasion to consider it when connected 
with the idolatry of the heathens, when devot- 
ed to the church of Rome, and when flourishmg 
under the milder influence of the reformed re- 
ligion. 

As men in the early ages of society, were des- 
titute of those methods of diffusing knowledge 
which we now enjoy, and even of those which 
were used in Greece and Rome, when the art of 
printing was unknown ; the few discoveries in 
art and science which were then made, must 
have been confined to a small number of indivi- 
duals. In these ages, the pursuit of science 
must have been a secondary consideration, and 
those who did venture to explore the untrodden 
regions of knowledge, would overlook those un- 
substantial speculations, which gratify the curio- 
sity of philosophic men; and would fix their at- 
tention on those only which terminate in pub- 
lic utility, and ^minister to the necessities of 

Hfe. 
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life. As architecture could only be preceded 
by agriculture itself, it must have been in 
this science that the first efforts of human skill 
were tried ; and in which man must have first 
experienced success in extending his dominions 
over the works of nature. The first archi- 
tects, therefore, would be philosophers. They 
alone required the assistance of art; and they 
alone would endeavour to obtain it. The infor- 
mation which was acquired individually, would 
be imparted to others of the same profession; 
and an association would be formed for the mu- 
tual communication of knowledge, and the mu- 
tual improveinent of its members. In order to 
preserve among themselves that infonnation 
which they alone collected ; in order to excite 
amongst others a higher degree of respect for their 
profession, and prevent the intrusion of those 
who were ignorant of architecture, and^ conse- 
quently, could not prombte the object of the in- 
stitution,* appropriate words and signs would be 
communicated to its members ; and significant 
ceremonies would be performed at their initia- 
tion, that their engagement to secrecy might be 
impressed tipon their minds, and greater regard 
excited for the infoririation tl^ey wef^' to receive. 
Nor is this mere speculation ; there ekist^ at this 
day, in the desarts of Egypt, such monuments 
of arfchitecture, as inust have been reared in 
th6see^rly ages, which precede t'he records of 
authentic history ; and the erection of these stu- 
B z pendou§ 
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pendous fabrics^ must have required an acquain- 
tance with the mechanical arts, which is not ii^ 
the possession of modem architects. It is an un- 
doubted fact^ also, that there existed, in t|iese 
days, a particular association of men, to whom 
scientific knowledge was confined, and who re- 
sembled the society of Free Masons in every 
thing but the name. 

In Egypt, and those countries of Asia which 
lie contiguous to that favoixred kingdom, the arts 
and sciences were cultivated with success, while 
other nations were involved in ignorance : It is 
here, therdfore, that Free Masonry would floinrish, 
and here only can we discpvei; maxks of it§ exist- 
ence in the remotest ages. It is extremely, pro- 
bable, that the first, and the only object oft the 
Society of Masons, was the mutual comjn;xuniw- 
tion of knowledge connected with their profes- 
sion; and that those only would gain a4mittance 
into their Order, whose labours were subsidiary 
to those of the architect. But yrhen the an)bi- 
tion or vanity of the Egyptiayi priests prp^pted 
them to erect hug^ and expensive fehr^qs, §)r ce- 
lebrating the worship of their Gods, or p^rp^unt* 
ing the memory of their kings, they- would n^ 
turally desire to participate in that scientific 
knowledge, which was possessed by the arcbi- 
tect& they, employed ; and as the sacerdotal or* 
der seldom fail, among a superstitious people^ to 
g^in the objects of their ambition^ they would, 

in 
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in Ib^ case, succeed m their attempts, su^id be ini^ 
t|ate4 in$Q tfae mysteries, as well as instMded 
ifi the science of Free Masons. Thete remafks 
wiU not iO&y assist us in disccoreriiig the soiirce^ 
ixapi which the Egyptian priests derived that 
knowledge, for which they haye been so faigUy 
celebrated ; they will aid us also in accounting 
for those changes which teepe • supecmAiced ^ on 
the forms <]f Free Masonry, an4 fiwc die admi^ 
sion of ipen iQto the Order, who^ professions 
had no connection with the royai art. 

WuMig the Egyptian priests had, in this man- 
ner, procured admis&Lon into the Society of Fre§ 
l^sons, they connected tb? mythology of their 
country, gnd their mf taphysical sptculationa con^ 
cemi;ng the nature of God, and the condition of 
man, with m associatipp fbiaiied for the excht^ 
sive purpose of scientific improvement, and pro^* 
duced that cw^binatTon pf sciente and theolo^ 
wh^cb, m after ages, &rmed such a conspicuous 
part of the iMTOciples of Free Bifasonry. * 

.The kapwlcdgc of the Egyptians was carefiiHy"^ 
coi^ealed from the vulgar^ and wh^ithe priests 
did condescend to communicate it to the learned 
men of other nations, it was conferred in ^V- 
bels and hieroglyphics, accompanied with par- ^ 
ticular rites and ceremonies, marking tfep y^u^. 
of the gift they bestowed. What those cecemO'- 
niijs were, which were performed at initiation in- 
to" 
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to the Egyptian mysteries, we are unable, at this 
distance of time, to determine. But as the Eleu- 
sinian and other mysteries had their origin in 
Egypt, we may be able, perhaps, to discover the 
qualities of the fountain, by examining the na- 
ture of the stream. 

The immense population of Egypt, conjoined 
with other causes, occasioned frequent emigrations 
from that enhgljtened country. In this manner it 
became the centre of civilization, and introduced 
into the most distant and savage climes, the 
sublime mysteries of its religion, and those im^ 
portant discoveries and useful inventions, which 
originated in the ingenuity of its inhabitants. 
The first colony of the Egyptians that amved in 
Greece, was conducted by Inachus, about nine- 
teen hundred and seventy years before the Chris- 
tian aera; and about three centuries afterwards, he 
was followed by Cecrops, Cadmus, and Danaus*. 
The savage inhabitants of Greece beheld with as- 
tonishment the magical tricks of the Egyptians; 
and regarded as gods those skilful adventurers, who 
communicated to them the arts and sciences of 
their native landf . In this maimer were sown 

those 

* Voyage du Jcunc Anacharsis en Grece, 4tt). torn. i. p. 2. 
Cecrops arrived In Attica in 1657, ^' ^* Cadmus came from 
Fbenida to Bcotia in 1594, B. C. and Danaus to Argolis in 
Z5669 B. C. 

. f Bocbart Geograph. Sac. lib. i. cap., 20. Herodotus, 
lib« i. cap. 58* Robertson^s I£st. Antient Greece, p. 45, 46, 
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those seeds of improvemeat, which, in future 
ages, exalted Greece to such pre-eminence 
among the nations. 

Aft£r the Egyptian colonies had obtained a 
secure settlement in their new territories, and 
were freed from those tmeasy apprehensions, 
which generally trouble the invades of a foreign 
land ; they instituted, after the manner of their 
ancestors, particular festiv^s or mysteries, in 
honour of those, who had benefited their country 
by arts or by arms. In the reign of Ericthoni- 
us, about fifteen himdred years before the 9pm- 
mencement of oiu: aera*, the Eleusinian myste- 
ries were instituted in honour of Ceres, who, hav- 
ing come to Greece in quest of. her daughter, 
resided with Triptolemus at Eleusis, and in* 
structed him in the knowledge of agricultufe». 
and in the still more important knowledge of a 
future state f. 

About the same time, the Panathenea were in- > 
stituted in honour of Minerva, and the Diony* 
sian mysteries in honour of Bacchus, who invent- 
ed theatres t, and instructed the Greeks in many 
useful arts, but particularly in the culture of the 

vine. 



* Robertson's Greece, p. 58, 59. 

f Isocrates Paneg. t. j. p. 132. 

t Polydor. Vlrg. de Renim Invent, lib. 3. cap. 13. 

t 
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innc*. That the Eleusmian and I>ion3r8ian my- 
teries^ were iptimately connected ^^h the pro- 
gress of the arts and sciences, ifr manifest from 
the very end for which they were formed; and 
liialC they v^iere modelled upon the mysteries 
of Isis and Oriris, celebrated in Egypt, is pro- 
bable fkom the similarity of their origin, as well 
as from the constant of aiicient authors f. If 
there be any plausibility in our fonrier reasoning, 
concerning the origin of knowledge in Egypt, it 
will follow, that the DidUysia and the mysteries 
of Eleusis, were societies of Free Masons, formed 
for scientific improvement, thbugh tinctured with 
the doctrines of the Egyptian mj^hology. 

But it is not from conjecture only that this con- 
dusidn may be drawn. The striking similarity 
among the external forms of these secret ^socia- 
tions, and the still more striking similarity of the 
objects they had in view, are strong proofs, that 

they 

* Robertson^s Greece, p. ^g. Bacchus or Dionysius came in- 
to Greece during the reign of Amphyctyon, who flourished 
about 1497, B. C. 

•f En adsum natura parens tuis Luci admota precibus sum- 
ma nununum, — cujus numen unicum, multifbrmi specie, ritu 
vario, totus veneratur orbis. Me primogenii Phryges Pessi- 
nunticam nominant deibn matrem^ hinc Autochtones Atticl 
Cecropiam Minervam (alluding to the Panathenea) } lUlnc 
Cretes Dictynnam DIanam, Stc. Eleusinil vetustam Deam 
Cererem ^ priscaque doctrina pollentes Egyptii, ceremomis me 
prorsus propriis percolentes, appellant vero' nomine reginam. 
Isidem. L. Apuleii Metamorph, lib. xi. 
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they were only different streams issiiing jfrom a 
common fountain. Those who were initiated 
into the Ekusinian mysteries^ were bound by the 
most awful engagements, to conceal the instruc- 
tions they received, and the ceremonies that 
were performed^. None were admitted as can« 
didates, till they arrived at a certain age ; and par-^ 
ticular persons were appointed, to examine ated . 
prepare them for the rites of initiation f . Those, 
whose conduct was found irregular, or who had 
been guilty of atrocious crimes, were rejected as 
unworthy of initiation, while the successful can- 
didates were instructed, by significant symbols, 
in the principles of religion :{: ; were exhorted to 
quell every turbulent appetite and passion || ; and 
to merit, by the improvement of their minds, and 
the purity of their hearts, those ineflSible benefits 
which they were still to receive ^. Significant 
words were cdmmimicated to the members : 
Grand officers presided over their assemblies ♦♦ : 
Their emblems were exactly similar to thofe of 

Free 

* Andoc. de Myst. p. 7. Meursius in Eleus^ Myst. oap« 
20. This latter author has collected all the passages infutient 
writers, about the Eleusinian mysteries^ 

f Hesychius in ri^. 

t Qeipens. Alexand. Sti^om. lib. 1. p. 3 25. lib. vii. p. 84 j. 

If Pbrphyr. ap. Stob. Eclog. Phys. p. 142. 

^ Arrian in Epictet. lib. iii. cap. 21. p. 440. 

** Robertson^s Greece, p. 127- 

c 
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Free Ma«onry*; and the candidate adTanced 
from one degree to another, till he received aft 
the lessons of wisdom and of virtue, which the 
priests could impart f . But besides these dr- 
ci}m$tances of resemblance, there are two facts, 
transmitted to us by aatient authors, which have 
an astonishing similarity to the ceremomes of 
the third degree of Free Masonry. So striking 
i§ the resemblance, that every brother of the Or- 
der who is acquainted with them, cannot ques- 
tion, for a moment, the opinion which we have 
been attempting to support %• 

Having thus mentioned some fieatures of 
resemblance between the mysteries of Eleusis, 
and those of Free Masonry ; let us now adxmd 
to the sentiments of contemporaries, respecting 
these secret associations ; and we wiU find, that 
they have been treated with the same illiberali- 
tyand insolence. That some men, who, from 
self-sufficiency, or unsocial dispositions, have re- 
fused to be admitted into these Orders, should de- 
tract from the character of an association, which 
pretends to enlighten the learned, and expand 

the affections of narrow and contracted minds, 

f 

is 

* £useb. Prcpar. Evangel, lib* iii. cap. 12. p. 117. 

f Petav. ad. Themist. p. 414. Anftcharsts. torn. iii. p« 582. 

X The Brethren of the Order may consult, for this pur- 
pose, the article Eleusinia, in the 6th vol. of the last edition of 
the Encyclopoedia Bntannica, and Robertson^s history of 
Anticnt Gtccct^p. 127. 
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18 by no means a matter of surprise ; and it is 
equally consistent with human nature, that those, 
whose irregular conduct had excluded them from 
initiation, should calumniate an Order, whose 
blessings they were not allowed to participate, 
and whose honours they were prohibited to 
share. - Men of this description represented the 
celebration of the Eleusinian mysteries, as scenes 
of riot and debauchery ; and reproached the 
members of the association, that they were not 
more virtuous, and more holy than themselves*. 
But it k the opinion of contemporary writ- 
ers, that these rumours were wholly conjectu- 
ral; and originated in the silence of the initiated, 
and the ignorance of the vulgar. They even 
maintain, that the mysteries of Eleusis produced 
sanctity of manners, attention to the social du- 
ties, and a desire to be as distinguished by vir- 
tue, as by silence f. The illustrious Socrates 
could never be prevailed upon to partake of 
these mysteries J; and Diogenes, having receiv- 
ed a similar solicitation, replied. That Pataecion, 
a notorious robber, obtained initiation; and that 
£psm:iinondas and Agesilaus never desired it I). 

But 

♦ Robertson's Greece, p. 127, Porphyr. de Abstinentla 

^b- 4- P- 353- J^^a" o'^aJ- 5- P- '73- 

f Encydopoedia Britannka, article Eleoatikt. 
t Luciaa in l>einonact. t. 2. p. 380* 
II Plut. dc aud. Poet t. a. p. 21. Diog. Laert lil|« 4. 5. 35s 
C2 
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But did not these men know, that in all hu* 
man societies, the virtuous and the noble must, 
sometimes, ^sociate with the worthless and the 
mean? Did they ^ot know that there oftea 
kneel in the same temple, the righteous and 
the profane; and that thie saint and the sinner 
frequently officiate at the same altar ? Thus did 
the philosophers of antiquity calumniate and de- 
spise the mysteries of Eleusis ; and, in the same 
manner, have some pretended philosophers of 
our own day, defamed the character, and ques- 
tioned the motives of Free Masons. With a lit- 
tle less modesty than the ancients, they have 
not, like them, quarrelled us, because we are 
not more Virtuous than themselves ; they have 
told us, that we are less than the le^ of men, 
and charged upon us crimes as detestable in the 
eyes of Masons, as tjiey are hostile to the inte- 
rests of men. 

^This similarity of treatment, which the myr 
steries of Ceres and Free Masonry have received, 
is no small proof of the similarity of their origin, 
^nd their object. To this conclusion, however, 
it may be objected, that though the points of 
resemblance between these secret societies are 
numerous, yet there were circumstances in the 
celebration of the Eleusinian mysteries, which 
have no counterpart in the ceremonies of Free 
Masonry. The sacrifices, purifications, hynms, 
an^ dances, which were necessary in the festival 

of 
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of Ceres, have, indeed, no place in the society of 
Free Masons, But these points of dissimilarity, 
instead of weakening, rather strengthen our opi- 
nion. It cannot be expected, that in the reign 
of Polytheism, just sentiments of the deity should 
be entertained ; and much less, that the adhe- 
rents of Christianity, should bend their knees to 
the gods of the heathens. The antients wor- 
shipped those beings, who conferred on them the 
most signal benefits, with sacrifices, purifications, 
and other tokens of their humility and grati- 
tude. But when revelation had disclosed to man 
more amiable sentiments concerning the Di- 
vine Being, the society of Free Masons banished 
from their masteries, those useless rites, with 
which the antient brethren of the Order attempt- 
ed to appease, and requite their deities; and mOi- 
delled their ceremonies upon this foundation, that 
there is but one God, who must be worshipped 
in spirit and in truth. 

The mysteries of Ceres were not confined to 
the city of Eleusis; they were introduced into 
Athens about thirteen hundred and fifty-six 
years before Christ*; and, with a few slight va* 
nations, were observed in Phrygia, Cjrprua, 
Crete, and Sicilyf . They had reached even to 

the 

^ Plajrfair's Chronology. 

f Lucii Apuleii Metamorph. lib. xi. p. 197, 198. 
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Ae capital of France^; and it is highly proba* 
ble that, in ^ short time after, they were intro- 
duced into Britain, and other northern king- 
doms. In the reign of the Emperor Adrian |(, 
they were carried into Rome, and were celebra- ' 
ted, in that metropolis, with the same rites and 
ceremonies, which were performed in the hum- 
ble village of Eleusis. They had contracted 
impurities, however, from the length of their 
duration, and the corruption of their abettors; 
and though the forms of initiation were still sym- 
bolical of the original, and noble objects of the 
institution ; yet the licentious Romans mistook 
the shadow for the substance ; and, while they 
underwent the rites of the EleusiAian mysteries, 
they were strangers to the object for which they 
were framed* 

About the beginning of the fifth century, 
Theodosius the Great prohibited, and ahnost to- 
tally extinguished the Pagan Theology in' the 

Roman 



• Praise of Paris, or a sketch of the French capital, 1803, 
by S. West. F. R. S. F. A. S. This author obwrves, in the 
fnbct te his work, that Paris is derivtd from Par im^ bo« 
C^uieit was built beside a tenpU, dedicated to that goddMS \ 
—that this temple was demolished at the establishment of 
Christianity, and that there remains, to this day, in the Petits 
AugusUns, a statue of Isis nurang Orus. 

II A. D. 117. Encyclop. Brit. voL 6. p. 555. Potter's An* 
tiq. vol. I. p. 389. 
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RMEian empire*; and tl^e mysteries of Elemis 
suffered in the general devastation f. It is pro- 
bable, however, that these mysteries weie secret- 
ly celefacated, in spite of the severe edicts of 
Theodosius ; and that they were partly contifitt- 
ed during the dark ages, though stripped of theif 
origiaal purity aiKl sjdendour : We are eerCam, 
at leSLst, that many rites of the Pagan religi<m 
were perfosmed^ under the dissembted name of 
cmivividl meetiiigs, long after the pubfication i^ 
the Emperor's edicts:];: and P8elli»||, infonm vus^ 
that the mysteries c£ Ceres subsisted in Athens 
till the eighth century of the Chrisdan aera, and 
were, never totally suppressed. 

Having thus considered the origin and dedioe 
of the mysteries of Eleusis ; and discovered in 
tl^m, numerous^ and prominent features of re- 
semblance to those of Free Masonry ; we m^ 
reaaonibly infer, that the Egyptian mysteries 
which gave rise to the fbrmcr, had a stiU nearer 
affinity to the latter ; and, frcnn this conclusion, 
the opinions that were fbrmerly stated, concern- 
ing ^e antiquity of the Order, and the origin of 
Egyptian knowledge, will receive very consider- 
able confirmation. 

Let 

* Gibbon^s I£story of the Declbe and Fall of the Roman 
Entire, 8vo* voL 5. p. 120. ' 

f Zosim. Hist, lib* 4* 

t Gibbon v. 5. p. 1 10. 

II In his treatise on the gods which the Greeks worshipped, 
quoted by Mr Clinch in the Anthologia Hibcmica, for Janu- 
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L£T US now direct our attention to the Dio-. 
nysia, or mysteries of Bacchus, which were inti- 
mately connected with those of Ceres, and, per- 
haps, still more with the mysteries of Free Ma- 
sonry. Herodotus^ informs us that the solem- 
nities, in honour of Dionysius or Bacchus, were ori- 
ginally instituted in Egypt ; and were transported 
from that country into Greece, by one Melam- 
pus. But not only did the mysteries of Ceres 
and Bacchus flow from the «ame source ; the 
one was in some measure interwoven with the 
other, and it is almost certain, from 'what 
we are now to mention, that those who were 
initiated into the finmer, were entitled to be. 
present at the celebration of the latter. The 
sixth day of the Eleusinian festival was the 
most brilliant of the whole* It received the 
appellation of Bacchus, because it was chiefly, if 
not exclusively, devoted to the worship of that 
god. His statue, attended by the initiated, and 
the ministers of the temple, was conducted from 
i^hens to Eleusis, with much pomp and solem- 
nity f : And after it had been introduced into 
the temple of Ceres, it was brought back to 

Athens 

* Lib. ii. The testimony of Herodotus is greatly corrobo- 
rated, when we recollect, that there were temples in Egypt, . 
erected m honour of Bacchus. It is not probable that the 
Egyptians would borrow from the Greeks. 

f Anacharsis, torn. iii. p. 531. Hut. in Phoc. t. i. p. 754. 
Meurs.in £leus« Myst. cap. 27. 
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Athens with similar ceremonies. The connec- 
tion between the Eleusinian and Dionysian mys- 
teries is manifest, also, from the common opi- 
nion, that Ceres was the mother of Bacchus^ «: 
And Plutarch assures us, that the £gypiian Im 
was the same with Ceres ; that Osiris was the 
same with Bacchus ; and that the Dionysia of 
Greece was only another name for the Pamylia of 
Egypt f. As Bacchus was the inventor of theatres, 
as well as of dramatical representations, that parti* 
cular class of Masons, who were employed in the 
erection of these extensive buildings, were called 
^ the Dionysian artificers J, and were initkted into 
the mysteries of their founder, and consequently 
into those of Eleusis Ij. But, firoto the tendency of 
the human mind to embrace the ceremonial, 
while it neglects the substantial part of an insti- 
tution, the ]>ionysian festival, in the degekierate 
ages of Greece, was more remaricaUe for inebria*' 
tion and licentiousness, than for the cultivation 
of virtue and of science ; and he who was at first 
celebrated as the inventor of arts, was afterwards 
worshipped as the god of wine. Those who 
were desirous of indulging, secretly, in licentious 

mirth, 

* Potter, v. i. p. 393. 

f De Iside et Osizide. Idee du Gouvemement Ancien ct 
Modem de PEgypte, p. 26. Paris 1743. 

t AfATM-MUM nx^iTMi Aulus GellittS, lib. xx. c. 4. 

jl \^. Potter, V. L p, 41. 

D 
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mirth, and unhallowed festivity, cloaked their 
proceedings under the pretence of worshipping 
Bacchus ; and brought disgrace upon those mys- 
teries, which were instituted for the promotion of 
virtue, and the improvement of art. 

About two hundred years before Christ, an il- 
literate and licentious priest came from Greece 
to Tuscany, and instituted the Bacchanalia, or 
feast of the Bacchanals *• From Tuscany they 
were imported to Rome ; but the promoters of 
these midnight orgies having proceeded to the 
farthest extremity of dissipation and disloyalty, 
they were abolished throughout all Italy, by a de- 
cree of the sepatef . It has been foolishly supposed, 
that the Bacchanalia were similar to the Dionysian 
mysteries, merely because they were both dedi- 
cated to Bacchus. The Liberalia of Rome was 
the festival corresponding to the Dionysia of 
Greece | ; and it is probable that this feast wa& 
observed, throughout the Roman empire, till the 
abrogation of the Pagan theology, in the reign of 
Theodo^iUs, The opinion which an impartial 
enquirer would form, concerning the nature and 
tendency of the mysteries of Bacchus, would not 
be very favourable to the character of the insti- 
tution* 

* Tit. Liv. lib. xxxix. cap. 8. 
f Liv. lib. xxxix. cap. i8. 

J Libferalia (says Festus) libcri Festa, quae apud Graecos 
diciHitur Dionysia.— Vid. Universal Hirtory, vol. 13. p. 26a. 
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tiition. But it should be rememberjcd that de- 
viations from the intentions and form of any as-; 
sociation, are no objection to the association it- 
self: They are rather proofs of its original puri,^ 
ty and excellence ; as it is not from the paths of 
vice, but from those of virtue, that we are ac- 
customed to stray. 

Hitherto we have considered the Dionysian 
mysteries under an unpropitious aspect ; let us 
now trace them in their progress from Europe to 
Asia, where they retained their primitive lustre, 
and effectually contributed to the rapid advance- 
ment of the fine arts. 

About a thousand years before Christ*, the in- 
habitants of Attica, complaining of the narrowness 
of their territory, and the unfruitfulness of its soil, 
went in quest of more extensive and fertile settle- 
ments. Being joined by a number of the inhabi- 
tants of surrounding provinces, they sailed to Asia 
Minor, drove out the inhabitants, seized upon the 
most eligible situations, and united them under the 
name of Ionia, because the greatest number of the 
refugees were natives of that Grecian province f. 
As the Greeks, prior to the Ionic migration, had 

made 

* Playfair places the Icnic migration in 1044, B.C. Gil- 
lies in 1055 ; and Barthclemy, the author of AnacTiarsis's 
Travels, in 1076. 

f Herodotus lib. t. cap. 142. Gillies's Hist, of Greece, 8vo. 
yol. i. p. 102. 

D2 



Digitized by 



Google 



a 8 THE HISTORY OF 

made considerable progress in the arts and sci- 
ences*, they carried these along with them in- 
to their new territories ; and introduced into Ionia 
the mysteries of Minerva and Dionysins f , before 
they were corrupted by the licentiousness of the 
Athenians. In a short time the Asiatic colonies 
surpassed the mother country in prosperity and 
science. Sculpture in marble, and the Doric and. 
Ionian orders were the result of their ingenuity J. 
They returned even into Greece ; they communi- 
cated to their ancestors the inventions of their own 
country; and instructed them in that style of ar- 
chitecture, which has been the admiration of suc- 
ceeding ages. For these improvements the world 
is indebted to the Dionysian Artificers, an as- 
sociation of scientific men, who possessed the 
exclusive privilege 6f erecting temples, theatres, 
and other public buildings in Asia Minor |[. 
They supplied Ionia, and the surrounding coun- 
tries, as far as the Hellespont, with theatrical ap- 
paratus by contract ; and erected the magnificent 
temple at Teos, to Bacchus, the founder of their 
order ^. These artists were very numerous in 

Asia, 

* According to the Author of Anachsursis's Travels, the 
arts took their rise in Greece about 1547, B. C, 

f Chandler's Travels in Asia Minor, p. 100. 4to. 1775. 
The Panathenea and the Dionysian mysteries were institi^d 
about 300 years before the Ionic migration. 

t Gillies's Hist. Ant. Greece, v. ii. p. 162. 

II Strabo, lib. iv. Chishull Antiquitates Asiaticac, p. 107. 
Robison's Proofs of a Conspiracy, p. 20. 

^ Ionian Antiquities, published by the Society of Dilet- 
t^ti, p4 4. Strabo. lib. iv. Chishull Antiq. Adat. p. 139. 
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Asia, and existed, under the same appellation, in 
Syria, Persia, and India *. About three hundred 
years before the birth of Christ, a considerable 
nuinber of them were incorporated, by command 
of the kings of Pergamus, who assigned to theni 
Teos as a settlepient,being the city of their tutelar 
ry god f . The members of this association, which 
was intimately connected with the Dionysian 
mysteries, were distinguished from the uninitiated 
inhabitants of Teos, by the science which they 
possessed, and by appropriate words and signs, 
by which they could recognize their Brethren of 
the Order f . like Free Masons they were di- 
vided into lodges, which were distinguished by 
difierent appellations ||. They occasionally held 
convivial. meetings in houses erected and conse* 
crated for this purpose; and each separate ass^ 
ciation was imder the direction of a master, and 
presidents, or wardens ^. They held a general 

meeting 

Strabo. p. 471- Ionian Antiquities, p. 4. 

f Chandler^s Travels, p« loo. GiishuU Antiq. Aait. 
p« 138. Ionian Antiquities, p. 4. 

J Robison^s Proofs of a Conspiracy, p. 20, 

II One of these lodges was denominated K.*mt rttf AtTd>uf0fff 
I. e. Commune Attalistarum, and another Kwr ms £;^fnrSv^ 
iM^Mif, /. e. Commune Sodalitii Echini. Chishull, p. 139. 

^ See the two decrees of these artists preserved in ChishuU, 
p. 138 — 149. The place where they assembled is called «^^- 
tcMi, contubemium ^ and the society itself, sometimes rvtmya^yn^ 
collegium *, m^a-tf^ secta ^ ovf^ic^^ synodos ^ x«iMf , communitas. 
See Aulus Gellius, lib. 8. cap. xi 
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meeting once a year, which was solemnized with 
great pomp and festivity ; and at which the 
Brethren partook of a splendid entertainment, 
pravided by the master, after they had finished 
the sacrifices to their gods, and especially to their 
patron Bacchus*, They used particular uten- 
sils in their ceremonial observances; some df 
which were exactly similar to those that are em- 
ployed by the Fraternity of Free Masons f : And 
the more opulent artists were bound to . provide 
for the exigencies of their poorer brethren J. The 
very monuments which were reared by these ma- 
sons, to the memory of their masters and wardens, 
remain to the present day, in the Turkish burying . 
grounds, at Siverhissar and Eraki |(. The inscrip- 
tions upon them express, in strong terms, the gra- 
titude of the Fraternity, for their disinterested 
exertions in behalf of the Order ; for their gene- 
rosity and benevolence to its individual mem- 
bers; for their private virtues, as well as for their 

public 

* Chandler's Travels, p. 103. 

f See the decree of the Attalists in Chishull, particularly 
the passages at the bottom of p. 141, 142 ; metXtinf ?i mi 
Ti«?r^Ktvff7C»V*«^"' «» xdtrtfiim x^^H*"' '**^»'*> '.^.in delubro etiam, 
ultra ea quae omamento erant, non pauca utenalia reliquit. 

X Chishull, p. 140. 

II Chandler's Travels, p. xoo. These monuments were 
erected about 150 years before Christ. The inscriptions up- 
on them were published by Edmund Chishull, in 1728, fronj 
coi^es taken by Consul Sherard in 1 709, and examined 'm 
17 16. Ionian Antiquities, p. 3. 
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public conduct. From some circumstances, 
which are stated in these inscriptions, but par- 
ticularly from the name of one of the lodges ; 
it is highly probable, that Attali^s, King of Per- 
gamus, was a member of the Pionysian Frater- 
nity. 

Such is the nature of that association of archi- 
tects, who erected tt^ose splendid edifices in lo- 
nia, whose ruins even afford us instruction, while 
they V excite our surprise. If it be possible to 
prove the identity of any two societies, from the 
coincidence of their external forms, we ^e au- 
thorised to conclude, that the Fraternity of the 
loniai^L architects, and the Fraternity of Free 
Masons, are exactly the same ; and as the for- 
mer practised the mysteries of Bacchus and Ce- 
res, several of which we have shown to be sdmir 
lar to the mysteries of Masonry ; we may safer 
ly affirm, that, in their ii^temal, as well as.ex< 
temal procedure,, the Society of Free Masons 
resembles the Dionysiacs of Asia Minor^. 

The opinion, therefore, of Free Masons, that 
their Order existed, and flourished at the building 
of Solomon*s temple, is by no means so preg- 
nant with absurdity, as some men would wish 

us 

* Dr Robison, who will not be suspected of partiality to 
Free Masons, ascribes their origin to the Dioitysian artists. 
It is impossible, indeed, for any candid enquirer to call in ques« 
tion their identity. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



'€^^ 



32 THE HISTORY OF 

US to believe. We have already ^hown, from 
aothentk sources of informaticm, that the mys- 
teries of Ceres and Bacchus, weire instituted about 
four hundred years befoi*e the teign of Solomon * ; 
aiid there are strong reasons for bdieVing, that 
even the association of the Dionysian architects 
existed before the building of the temple. It 
was not, indeed, till about three hundred years 
before the birth of Christ, that they were incor- 
porated at Teos, under th^ Kings of Pergamus; 
but it is universally allowed, that they arose 
teng before their settlement in Ionia, and, what 
is more to oui' present purpose, that they exist- 
ed in the very land of Judeaf . It is observed by 
Dr Robisonf, that this association caiHe from 
Pbrsia into Syria, along with that style of archi- 
tecture, which is called Greciin : And since we 
are informed by JosephUsH, that that species, of 
architecture was us^d at the Erection of the tem- 
ple; ^e aiie authorised to infer, not only that the 
Dionysiacs existed before the reign of Sblomon, 
but that they assisted this monarch in building 
that magnificent fabric, which he reared to the 
God of Israel. Nothing, indeed, can be more 

sim- 

♦ According to Plii7fw'*8 Chronology, the temple of Solo- 
lhi6n was begun in 1016, and finished in 1008, B. C. The 
Eleosinian mTsteries were introduced into Athens in x 3 56, 
fi. C. a considerable time after their in^tutioti. 

f RoUson^ Proo& of a Conspiracy, p. 20. 

X Proo6 of a Conspiracy, p. 20, 2i. 

H Jewish Antiquities, BocJl viiL chap. 5. 
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simple aiid consistent jdban the creed of the Ffa^ 
ternity, concerning thjs state of their order at 
this period. The vicinity of JenisdlOTi to Egypt ; 
the connection of Solomon with the KoytA Fa- 
mily of that kingdom^; the progress of the 
Egyptians in architectural science ; their attach- 
ment to mysteries, and hi«x)glyphic symbols; 
and the probability of their being employed by 
the king of Israel, are additional considerations, 
which corroborate the sentiments of Free Ma^ 
sons, and absolve them frcan those charges of 
credulity and pride, vrith which they have been 
loaded, 

'I . • 

To AeSc opinions, it mcay be objected, that if 
the Fraternity of Free Masons flourished during 
the reign of Soldnftm, it would: Mvt exists in 
Judea in aftet ages, and attracted the notice of 
sacred or profane historians. Whether or not 
this objection is well loimded, w^ shall not pre-^ 
tend to determine; but if it can be sbovini, that 
there did exjst, after the building of the temple, 
an assodaticm of men, resembling Fxse^ Masons, 
in the nature, ceremonies, and object of their 
institution ; the force of the objection will not 
only be taken away, but additional strength will 
be communicated to the opinion which we have 
been supporting. The aijsociation here, alluded to, 

* Josephm*9 Jtwisb Antiqukiei, Book viiir chap^ 2* 
E 
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fothat of the Essenes, vAkOse origin aiid«exitiments 
have oocmoTicd much discUMon anuxig eccfe^ 
liuttcal hiflcorians : They am all of one nhid, 
however, respecting ihe constitution^ and ob- 
lorvances of this religi^tts order* 

WiuCK a candidate i^ao proposed £aradmiM«u 
the strictest scrutiny was made into his charac- 
ier*. If his li£b had hitherto been exemplary^ 
$a^ if he a^^peared capaUe of curfaiag his pas*- 
iions, and regulating liis conduct, acdording to 
the virtuous, though austere nuudms of their 
order, he was presented, at the expiration ot 
his noviciate, with a white garment, as an em- 
1>lem of the regul&ritjr of Im cooduet, and the 
pijaitf df bift heartf . A sdltmn oath was then 
adn^nidtered to hito, tbtt he Would never di- 
Urulge tiie norfsteries of the Order; that he wduld 
make no iteovations on the doctrines of the so- 
ciety; tuid that he would continue in that fao*- 
tiouraible couiae of piety and virtue, which he had 
Jbepm to pursue:|t. LSks Free Masoitt, diey in« 
Mnructad ibi^, young member in the kaowledge 

wtneli 



. * f ictet. (Theoli^e Chreticno^ t«n# iii, |»t, 3^ p, 109. 
^^{(Siiage's liistoiy.of the Jews, booLii. chap* 12. S 24. 

f Pictct*Theotog.Chret.toin.iii. pt. 3. p. 107, 108, 169* 
fiasnage's ICstory of the Jews, b. ii« chap. 12. $ 21. 

t Hctet. Theolog. Chret. torn. iii. pt. 3. p. 167. Bas« 
iMge^s ISstory of the Jews, b^ ii. chap. r2« S 24. 
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viudi diey derived frcon their aaceitDCs^: They 
adiBitted na woamk mto their Oriaji. Thej 
had porticxilgr aigns £br jecognising each otheTt 
which hare a strong resemblance to those q£ 
Free MMons:|:. They had colleges or placea 
i£ retiremeiit ||, whore they resorted to practiae 
their rites, and settle the affairs of the society ; 
and, after the perfirmanoe of these duties, they 
assembled in a large hall, where an entertain* 
mest was provided for them by the president* 09 
ma^cr of the college, who allotted a certain 
quantity c£ provisionfi to every individual^* 
They aboKshed all distinctionfi of rank ; and^ if 
I>reference was ever given, it wa$ given to pkty, 
Hbendity, and virtue ^i^« Treasurers were ap^ 
pointed in every town, to supply the wants of 

indigi^t 

* Philo de Vita Contemplate, apud opera, p. 6^1 , Basnage^ 
b. li. ch. 13. S 8. , 

f Basnage, b. ii, chap. 12. $ 26, Id. Id. $22. 

X In order to be convinced of tbi», our brethx«n of th« Ott 
def mxj cottsok some of the works Hxndy quoted ; p«rticu-i 
hfty, Phib's Treatise de Vita Con^empkuvi!, apijd operai 
p. 69^. 

[I Ba^age, b. iii. c. 12. $ 14. vid, opera Philonis, p. 679. 
When Philo, in his Treatise, entitled ** Quod omnis probus 
Liber,'* is describing the society of the Essenes, he employs 
the same terms to denote the association itself, v^d theii places 
of meeting, which are used in the decree of the Dionysians 
already mentioned. Vide Philo de Vita Contemplativa, p. 69 1 * 

f Basnage, b^ iii. c, i;2. i 21, 

•* Id. Id. J 20, 2?. Phikmis Opera, p^ 678* 
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indigent strangers^. The Essenes pretended 
to higher degrees of piety and knowledge, than 
the uninitiated vulgar; and though their pre- 
tensions were high, they were never questioned 
by their enemies. Austerity of manners was 
<me of the chief characteristics of the Essenian 
Fraternities: They frequently assembled, how- 
ever, in convivial parties; and relaxed for a 
while the severity of those duties, which they 
were accustomed to perform f. This remark- 
able coincidence, between the chief features of 
the Masonic and Essenian Fraternities, can be 
accounted for, only by referring them to the 
same origin. Were the circumstances of re- 
semblance, either few or fanciful, the similarity 
might have been merely c^ual. But when the 
nature, the object, and the external forms of 
two institutions, are precisely the same, the 
arguments for their identity, are something more 
than presumptive. There is one point, how- 
ever, which may, at first sight, seem to militate 
against this supposition. The Essenes appear to 
have been in no respects connected with archi- 
tecture ; nor addicted to those sciences and pur- 
suits, which are subsidiary to the art of building. 
That the Essenes directed their attention %o par- 
ticular sciences, which they pretended to have 

received 

* Basnage, b. iii. c. 12. S 20. chap. 13. S i. 
f Dicam aliquid de sodalitiis eorum, quoties Iulariu$ coqti- 
via fdebrant. Philosis opera, p. 692. 
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received ftom their Withers, is allowed by all 
writers ; but, whether or not these science were 
in any shape connected with architecture, we are, 
at tbds distance of time, unable to determine. 
Be this as it may, uncertainty upon this head, nay, 
even ^ assurance that the Essenes were uncon- 
nected with architectural science, will not affect 
the hypothesis which we have been maintaining* 
For there have b^n, and still are, many associa- 
tions c£ Free Masons, where no architect are 
members, and which have no connection with the 
art of building. But if this is nc^ deemed a suf* 
ficient answer to the objection, an enquiry into 
the origin of the Essenes will probably remove it 
altogether, while it affi)rds additional evidence, 
£Eir the identity of the Masonic and Essenian as^ 
soci^tions.. 

The ofrinions, both of sacred and profime Ms- 
torians, concerning the origin of the Essenes^ 
have been widely diflferent. They all agree, 
however, in representing them as an ancient as- 
sociation, originating from particular fraternities, 
which formerly exifted in the land of Judea *. 
Pliny refers them to such a remote antiquityf , 

that 

* Galena Court of the Gentiles, part ii. book ii. chap. 6. 
' P* ^47* Spmi Trftaer. lib. |ii. cap. ii. ViL etiun Ban^ 
b. ii. ch. IS. S 4} and Fictet. Theolog. Chret* tom. iii* pait 
iii. p. io6. 

f Pliny, lib. 5. cap. 17. Vid. etiam Solinns, c. 35. p. 43. 
Edit. Sahnani, and Encyclopoedia Bntanntca, Art. Essenes^ 
yol. 6. p. 739. 
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dmt they most have existed dunig the mgn of 
SelofDon ; and even Bwrnge^ wbo h the a$iy 
wfiter that teems d«s|^o9od to comidef them at a 
receot satociation, confesses that they eatisted un» 
der Antigoaus^ about thice hundr^ years hefom 
the Chiifltian {cra^. ScaUger comeodi, with 
much appearance of truth, that die Esseoesweie 
descended from the Kasideans, who mAt such a 
conspicuous figure in the history of the Macca- 
beesf • The Kaaidtwis were a religious fratenu^- 
tf^ or an order of the Knights or tub Tbmple 
or JsRuayotM, who bound themsdlres to adoro; 
the porcdiea of that magnifictet structuret and to 
piemve it firom injury and decay %. / This asao^ 
ciation was composed of the greatest men of 
brad, iriio were distinguished for their charitahle 
and peaceful dispositions || ; and always dgmu 
lized themselves by their ^ent zeal for the pu- 
rity and pceserration of the temple^. From 
theae fects it appears, that the Essenes were not 
only an ancient fraternity, but that they origi* 
nated from an association of architects, who were 
coniiected wkh the building of Solomon's tern* 
pk. Nor was this order confined to the Holy 
Xifuid. like tiie fraternities of the I^onysiacs, 
and Free Masons, it existed in all parts of the 

W(^ld; 

» BMntge, bMk ii. olu^ ii. $ 8. Picttt. Theofeg. CWet. 
t. fit put 3. p* I07f 

f Scaliger de Emend. Temp. 

} Sci^iger EInph. Ttyiaeir. cap. ax p. 441, 

H I Maccabees, i4Lx3, 

^ Scaliger utsupnu 
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Vf6xii^ ^-BOi dwughthe lodges in Judsa 
chiefly, if ndt whoUj^ compoafld crif Jei^a, yet the 
Esaeaes ailmittbd into 'dnr ordei: men: of cvotf 
fetigion^ and every taxHk m Ii& f . They adopt^ 
many of the Egyptitui mysteries %yMDd^ like the 
{BTiestsiGf that coutxtry/ the Magi of JPecsia, and 
the Oymmttiqihisttt ia India, diey imiled the 
stiM^ lOf mdnd, nvkh that af/notaiul philotCK 
phy^. Atehoiigh'they mere patromied by Bb^ 
iod« ftad unpected isy ^ meaafor dieconeotiiesi 
cf tbor amiu<^ tad the innocesoti 4if their ot* 
Aerf ; thdy iufioffad fitvcfle.fBKsecutianB ftooi 
the lUifBHM, ti^ their ordcrivat abolifhttd, ^ibcnst 
the middi&'of therfifth ceisbiry ^ a period ^Oa 
tienely.'fiEttal^to ttba fvenerable ingtteutiaiu of 
Egypt, of <}]8QSje, and of iloBie. 

CaMNEGorxDSMtfa the ^Ejueniira and ftfosdtiict 
FiBtenubfiffi^ itat the i i i rtiti rtM ii urf Pydtafeflcat^^ai 
G]0C(Hid. lABter this 'phikscqpAier, in the tcmne 
9f histtavdsctfanogfa £syp^> Sytia, and loflk, 

Hf^tened Idngdoitts, lie impDrtBd kfto Gurifpe 
die s^enoBi 0£ Alia, and (^eied to the kAa)^- 

tants 

* Basnage b. ii« chap. 13.^4., 
f Id. Id. chap. 1 2. 5 20. compared with chap. 13* $ 4* 
% Id. Id. chap. 12. } 24. 

II Phihfs Treatise, cxititlcd, " J^od omnis probm Ubcr,'' 
apud Opera, p. 6j8. j 

^ Id. Id. 'chap. 1 2. 1 13. 25. 
tt Basnage, b^ u. chap. 1 2. $ 25. 26. 
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taats of his native soil, the important benefits 
iriiich he himself had received *. The oflfers of 
the sage having been lejected by his countrymen 
of Samosf, he settled at Crotona, in Italy, where 
more re$|>ect was paid to his person, and more 
attention to his precepts %. When the kindness 
of the Crotonians, and their solicitude to obtain 
scientific information, Irad inspired Pythagoras 
with some hopes oTsuccess, he selected a num* 
b^ of his disciples, who, from the similarity of 
dieir characters, the mildncaa pf their disposi- 
tioas, and the ste^tdiness of their conduct, seemed 
best adapted fcnr forwaording the purposes he had 
in view ||. He formed Idieae into a firatetnity, or 
separate order (^inen, wfaoni he insbructed in the 
sciences of the east, and to whom he imparted 
the mysteries and rites of the Egyptian, Syrian, 
atid Idnian associations^; Befim any one was 
received into the mtmber of his disciples, a mi- 
nute and diligent enquiry was made into his tern* 
per abd character ^^. If the issue of this enquiry 
was'&vourable to the candidate, he bound him* 
8(^, by a solemn engageitient, to conceal, from 
the uninitiated, the my^cries .which he mi^t re- 
ceive 

* Pythagoras returned from Egypt about 560 years before 
Christ. 

f Jamblichus de vita Pythagorae, part i. cap. 5. p.^. 37. 

t Id. Id. cap. 6. p. 42, 43. 

II GUlies^ I£story of Aiicient Greece, vol. 2. p. 27. 

^ Aulus Gelliusbook i. cap. 9 GillieB, v. 2. p« 27^ 

** Jamblichus de vita Pythagorac, cap. 17. p. 76. Gillies 
V. 2. p. 27. 
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ceivc, and the sciences in which he might be in- 
structed*. The doctrines of charity, oiF univer- 
sal beneyolence, and especially of affection to the 
Brethren of the Order, were warmly recom- 
mended to the young disciplesf ; and such was 
the influence which tihey had upon their minds, 
that discord seemed to have been banished from 
Italy % ; and the golden age to have again re- 
turned. Strangers of every coimtry, of every re- 
ligion, and of every rank in life, were received, if 
properly qiialified, into the Pythagorean associa- 
tion H* like Free Masons they Had particular 
words and figns, by which they might distinguish 
each other, and correspond at a distance ^. They 
wore white garments, as an ^nUem of itheir in- 
nocence**. They had a particular regard for 
the Eaft ff . They advanced from one degree of 
knowledge to another ff. They were forlndden 
to commit to writing their mysteries, which were 

pre- 

* 

* JambHchus eap. 23. p. 104. 

f Id. tap. 8. p. S3' c*P- 33- P- ^93* ^^P' 6- P- 43- ^V- ^3- 
p. 10 2. Basnage^s Kstory of the Jews, b.ii. cap. 13. § 21. 
xAntholog^a Ifibernica for March 17949 p. 181. 

t Jamblichus, cap. 7. p. 46. 

II Gillies, V. 2. p. 28. Jamblichus, cap. 33. p. 202. 

f Gillies, y. 2. p. 27. Antfaologia HQbemica, fer March 
1794, p. 181. 

** Basiiage, b. ii^ chap. 13. $ 21. Antholo^ ICbemica 
for March 1794, p. 183. 

ff Basnage, b. li. chap. 13. S 2X. 

tt Jamblichus, oop. 17. p. 72. 

F 
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preserved solely by tradition * : The Pythagorean 
symbols and secrets were borrowed from the Egyp- 
tians, the Orphic and Eleusinian rites, the Magi, 
the Iberians, and the Celts f. They consisted 
chiefly of the arts and sciences, united with the- 
ology and ethics, and were communicated to the 
initiated in cyphers and symbols J. To those 
who were destitute of acute discernment, these 
hieroglyphic representations seemed pregnant 
with absurdity, while others, of more penetra- 
tion, discovered in theni hidden treasures, calcu- 
lated to inform the understanding, and purify 
the heart ||. An association of this nature, found- 
ed upon such principles, and fitted for such ends, 
did not continue long in obscurity. In a short 
time it extended over the kingdoms of Italy and 
Sicily, and was diffused even through ancient 
Greece, and the islands of the Egean sea^. Like 
other secret societies, it was vilified by malicious 
men, who were prohibited from fharing its ad- 
vantages, from the weakness of their minds and 
the depravity of their hearts **. Chagrined 

with 

♦ Jambliclius, part i. cap. 32. p. 191. 

f Warburton's Divine Legation of Moses, book iii. sect. 3. 
Tol.^. p. 132, 133. Jamblichus^ cap. 8. p. 139. Gillies, v. 2. 
p. 27. ^ 

t Jamblicbus, cap* 8. p. 139. GiUes utjsupra. 

II JamblicKus, cap. 23. p. 104; cap. 32. p. 191, 192* It 
is remarkable that this often happens in Free Masonry. 
'^ Gillies, V. 2. p. 28. Jamblichus c;ap. 35. p. 207. 

•* Id« Id* p. 200. 
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with disappointment, and enflamed with rage^ 
they often executed vengeance upon the inno- 
cent Pythagoreans, and even set fire to the 
lodges in which they were assembled*. But 
the disciples of the sage persisted in that hon- 
ourablei cause in which they had embarked; 
and, though the persecution of their enemies 
drove them from their native land, they still 
retained for each other the sympathy of bro- 
thers, and often suffered death in its most ago- 
nizing form, rather than violate the engagements 
into which they had entered f. An attempt, 
like this, against the society of Free Masons, 
has been witnessed in our own day. It has not, 
indeed, proceeded to such an extremity of vio- 
lence. The spirit of extirpation, however, exist- 
ed in sentiment, though it had not the courage 
to display itself in action. Disaffection to go- 
vernment, an4 disrespect to religion, were charg- 
ed upon them with all the confidence of truth: 
And, had the governments of Europe been child- 
ish enough to swallow the dreams of a few nervous 
philosophers, their subjects might, at this mo- 
ment, have been armed against each other, and 
the nations of the world embroiled in discord. 

From these observations, it is manifest, that 
the Pythagorean and Masonic institutions, were 
similar in their external forms, as well as in the 

objects 

• Jamblichus p. 208. ct scq. 
f Id^ Id. chap« 32. p. 189. 

Fa 
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objects which they had in view; and that both 
of them experiencect from contemporaries, the 
same un^t^erited reproach, Mr Cfinch, in his 
Essays on Free Masonry *, has enuiperated, at 
great length, all the points of resemblance be- 
tween tl^se two institutions. He attempts to 
proye, that Free Masonry took its rise from the 
Pytlu^orean Fraternity; but though he has been 
successful in pointing out a remarkable coinci- 
dence between these associations, he has no au- 
thority for concluding* that the former originat- 
ed from the latter. In a Masonic manuscript, 
preserved in the Bodleian library, in the haod-^ 
writing of King Henry VI. it is expressly 
said, that Pythagoras learned masonry from £-r 
gypt and Syria, and from those countries where 
it had been planted by the Fhenicians ; that the 
Pythagoreans carried it into France; and that it 
was, in the coiurse of time, imported from that 
country into England f. This, indeed, i& no ^^ 
rect proof of our opinion ; it shows iis, at least, that 
the same sentiments have been entertained about 
four hundred years ago by the Fraternity in £ng-p 
land. It has been supposed by some philosophers^, 
that l^thagoras derived his mysteries chiefly from 

the 

* Published in the Antholpgia Kbemica for 1794. 

f Lives of Leland, Heame, and Wood, Oxford 1772. 
Appendix to the life of Leland, No vii. A copy of this ma- 
nuscript may be seen in every work on Free Masonry. 

t Faydit Lettre, NouvcUcs dc la Republiquo dcs Lpttres, 
Pptobre 1703, p. 472. 
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the Esscnes, who were, at that time, much re- 
spected, and very numerous, -in Egypt and Syria. 
The wonderful similarity, indeed, between these 
societies, both in the forms which they had 
in common with Free Masonry, and in those les- 
ser customs and ceremonies, which were peculiar 
to themselves, render such a supposition extreme^ 
ly probable. It is remarked by all Ecclesiastical 
historians, that the Essenes were Pythagoreans, 
both in discipline and doctrine* ; without ever 
considering that the former existed some hun- 
dred years befyre the birth of Pythagoras f. 
The Pythagoreans, therefore, were connected 
with the Essenes, and the Essenes with the Kasi« 
deans, who engaged to preserve, and adorn the 
temple of Jeni^alemf . 

Thehe 

* Grcgory*s Church History, v. i. cent. i. 

f Pliny, book 5. c^p. 17. Solinus, cap. 35. p. 43. 

% Along with these fraternities, the Druids might have 
been mentioned, as resembling Free Masons in the object, as 
well as in the ceremonies of their Order. But the learned 
axe so divided in their sentiments, concerning the nature ^md 
opinions of this Fraternity, that it is difficult to handle the 
subject, without transgressing the limits of authentic history. 
The most probable of all the hypotheses concerning the origin 
of the Druids, is that which supposes them to have learned their 
mysteries from the Pythagoreans. For in the 57th Olym- , 
piady about 550 B, C. a colony of Phocians imported into 
Gaul tht philosophy and the arts of Greece (Justin, lib. 43. 
cap., 4.) J and prior to this period, fraternities of Pythagore- 
ans had been established in Greece. Ammianus Marcellinus^ 
.Qih, l^^cap. (J.) infopos us, " that the Druids were formed in- 
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There is one objection to the view which we 
have taken of this subject, which, though it has 
akeady been slightly noticed, it may be necessary 
more completely to remove. Although it will 
be acknowledged by every unbiassed reader, that 
Free Masonry has a wonderful resemblance to 
the Eleusinian and Dionysian mysteries, the fra- 
ternity of Ionian architects, and the Esseni- 
an and Pythagorean associations ; yet some may 
be disposed to question the identity of these in- 
stitutions, because they had different names, and 
because some usages were observed by one, which 
were neglected by another. But these circum- 
stances of dissimilarity arise from those necessary 
changes, which are superinduced upon every in- 
stitution, by a spirit of innovation, by the caprice 
of individuals, and by the various revolutions in 
civilized society. Every alteration or improve- 
ment in philosophical systems, or ceremonial insti- 
tutions, generally produces a corresponding vari- 
ation 

to firatcnutics, as the authority of Pythagoras had decreed j** 
and, indeed, the similarity of their philosophical tenets (as 
detailed in Henry's History of Great Britain, vol. 2. b. i. 
chap. iv. 8vo,) to those of the Pythagoreans, authorises us to 
conclude, that they borrowed from this philosopher, their forms 
and mysteries, as weU as thnr religious and philosophical opi- 
nions. This supposition will appear more probable, when we re- 
flect that Abaris, a nadve of Britain, travelled into Greece, 
returned by the way of Crotona, was instructed in the Pytha- 
gorean mysteries, and carried back into his native country, the 
knowledge which he had acquired. Compare this nbte with 
the &cts^in p. 44. supra. 
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ation ia their name, deduced from the nature of 
the improvement, or from the name of the innova- 
tor. The different associations, for example, whose 
nature and tendency we have been considering, 
received their names from circumftances merely 
casual, and often-of trifling consideration ; though 
all of them were eftabliflied for the same purpose, 
and derived from the same source. When the 
mysteries of the Essenes were imported by Py- 
thagoras into Italy, without undergoing much 
variation, they were there denominated the mys- 
teries of Pythagoras ; and, in our own day, they ' 
are called the secrets of Free Masonry, because 
many of their symbols are derived from the art 
of building, and because they are believed to 
have been invented by an association of archi- 
tects, who were anxious to preserve, ampng them- 
selves, the knowledge which they had acquired *. 
The difference in the ceremonial observances of 
these institutions, may be accounted for, nearly up- 
on the same principles. From the ignorance, or su- 
perior sagacity of those, who presided over the 
antient fraternities, some ceremonies would be 
insisted upon more than others, some of le^s mo- 
ment would be exalted into consequence, while 
others of greater importance woxJd be depressed 
into obscurity. In process of tinie, therefore, 

some 

* Symbols derived from the art of building, were also cm- 
ployed by the Pythagoreans, for conveying instruction to those, 
vrho iverc initiated into their firatetnxty. Vid. Proclus in 
EucL lib. xiitlefi 2. &c. 
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some trifling changes would be effected upon 
these ceremonies, some rites abolished, and some 
introduced. The chief diflferenoc, however, be- 
twe^i the antient and modem mysteries, is, in 
those points which concern religion. But this 
arises from the great changes which have been 
produced in religious knowledge. It cannot 
be supposed that the rites (rf the Egyptian, Jew- 
ish, and Grecian religions, should be observed by 
those, who profess only the religion of Christ; 
or that we should pour out libations to Ceres and 
Bacchus, who acknowledge no heavenly superior, 
but the true and the living God. 

It may be proper here to take notice of an ob- 
jection, tirged, by M. Barruel, againft the Opinion 
of those, who beKeve that the mysteries of Free 
Masonry are similar to the mysteries of Egypt 
and Greece*. From the unfairness with which 
this writer has stated the sentiments of his op- 
ponents on tlm subject; from the confidence 
and triumph with which he has proposed his 
own;- and, above all, from the disingenuity 
with which he has supported them, many in- 
attentive readers may have been led to adopt his 
notions, and t^ form as despicable an idea of the 
understandings, as he would wish them to form 
of the character of Masons. He takes it for 
granted, that all who embrace the opinion which 
we have endeavoured to support, must necessari- 

... . ly 

• Memoirs of JacoUnism, vol. ii. p. 355—360. 
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ly belkre, that a unity of reli|^ous sentimeiitfli 
and moral precepts, was maintained in all the an* 
dent mysteries ; and that the initiated entertained 
just notions of the unity of God, while the vulgar 
were addicted to the grossest Polytheism. Upon 
this gratuitous supposition^ which we completdy 
disavow, because it has no connection with oar 
hypothesis, does Barruel found all his declama- 
tions, against the connection of our order with 
the Pythagorean and Eleuraiian institutions. If 
this supposition, indeed, were true, his opinion 
would be capable of proof. But he is all the 
while combating the dogmas of Warburton, 
while he thinks he is overturning the antiquity 
of our order. There is, perhaps, in no langu^e, 
such a piece of downright sophistry as this por« 
tion of Barruel's work« He seems to scruple at no 
ttethodt however base or dishonoumble, that can 
bring discredit upon Free ft^tsonry, and every 
thing connected with it. After having overturned 
the opinion of Warburton ; he then attacks us on 
our ground, and stiles us this c&ldren of sophis* 
try, deism, and panthehm, who deduce our origin 
fixim associations of men that were enemies to 
Christianity^, and followed no guide but the 
light of nature. But this writer should recol- 
lect, that the son is not accountable for the de- 
generacy 

* Vid. Barn^l, ▼. 2. f* 357. I dd not find in any qrs- 
tun o£ Atpti(Aofffj that Ckristtamt j existed in tk6 tiaoe of 
P/tluigorat, or at the establishment of the Eleusiniatn mystenes ! 

G 
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geneiucy of his parents ; and, if the ancient mys- 
teries were the nurseries of such dangerous opini* 
ons, as this writer, in opposition to authentic fais-* 
tory, lays to their charge, it is to the glory of 
their posterity, that they have shaken off the 
yoke, and embraced that heavenly lij^t which 
their ancestors affected to despise* 

It is unfortufiate for Free Masonry, that it 
should have to encounter such objections as 
these, stated by a writer, like Barruel, qualified 
to adorn fiction in the most alluring attire, and 
impart to sophistry the semblance of demon* 
stration. Many careless readers have been mis-> 
led by the elegance and animation of his die* 
don; many reUgious men have been deceived 
by his affectation of piety and benevdence ; and 
all have been imposed upon, by the intrusion 
of numerous, and, apparently, wilful fabiicar 
tions. But, though the name of Jesus sounds 
in every period ; though a regard for individu- 
al happiness, aiid public tra;nquillity, are held 
forth as the objects of his labours; yet that char 
rity and fixbearance, which distinguish the Chris- 
tian character, are never exemplified in the work 
of Barruel; and the hypocrisy of his pretensions 
ai^ often betrayed by the fiiry of hia zeal. The 
tattered veil, behind which he attempts to cloak 
his inclinations, often discloses to the reader, the 
motives of the masi, and the wishes of hi^ party. 
The intolerant spirit of a Romish priest bursts 

forth 
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forth in every sentence, and brands with infiuny 
every order (rf men, whom he supposes to 
have fevoured that fatal revolution, which de^ 
molished the religious establishment of France; 
and forced a catholic to fly, for refuge, to am 
hospiliable isle^. 

HAVnm fini^ed what may properly be deno^ 
minated the ancient history of Free Masonry, 
we are now to trace its progress from the ri>oli« 
tion of the heathen rites, in the reign ^f Theo^. 
dosius, to the present day; and, though the 
friends and enemies of the order, seem to coin^ 
eide in o;miion, upon this part of its history; the 
materials are as scanty as before, and the inct-; 
dents equally unconnected* In those ages of ig- 
norance 

^ Tb^se remarks, upon the memoirs of Jacobinism, may be 
reckoned by some too general and acrimonious ; especially as 
Barruel has exculpated the Masons in England from those 
enormous crimes, with iivhich he has charged their brethren 
on the condnent* It ift ttvident, however, though denied by 
the author, thtt this exception wat intended merely at a com-p) 
pliment to the English nation ; fpr n^y of hi^ allegations 
figainst Free Masonry are sp general, that they 'necessarily in- 
volve in guilt every class of Masons, whether British or con- 
tinental. The falsehood of all these accusations is manifest, 
not only from their being unsupported by evidence, but from 
the mild and geserous conduct of the British kgi^latiire lo 
these secret societies. For, if the government of this, country 
were siUy enough to belijsye one half of what Barruel has said, 
it would be called upon l^y every motive, hot only to dissolve, 
but to extirpate such vlHanous associations. - ' 
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wtfeimt mSi disordef which succeeded the dee- 
tmciion af the Romtn empire; the minds of 
0im ^ene too debased b}r superstition, and con- 
tr^<3(ed by bigotry, to enter into associations fiir 
promoting menul improvement, and nmtual 
benevolence. The spirit which then raged^ was 
not a spirit of enquiry. The motives which then 
influenced the conduct ^ men, were not those 
benevoknt and correct principles of action 
which oQce distinguished their ancestors, and 
which still distinguish their posterity. Seques- 
tered habdts, and unsocial dispositions charac- 
terized the inhabitaats of Europe, ki this season 
^ mental degeneracy ; while Free Masons, ac^^ 
tuated by very di&rent principles, inculcate oa 
their brethren the duties of social intercourse, 
and communicate to all within the pale of their 
order, the knowledge which they possess and 
the happiness which they feel. But, if science 
^d existed in these ages, and if a desire of 
social int^cours^ had animated th^ minds of 
men, the latter must have languished for want 
of gratification, as kmg as th^ former was im- 
prisoned within the walls of a convent, by the 
tyranny of superstition, qr the jealousy of power. 
Science was in these days syponimous with heresy j 
and had ^ny bold and enlightened man ventured 
on philosophical investigations, and published his 
discoveries tp the world, he would have been re-, 
garded as a magician by the vulgar, apd punished 
^ a heretic, by the church of Rome. These re-. 

marges 
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marks may be exemplified and confirmed by an 
appropriate instance of (he interfering spirit of the 
Romish church, even in the sixteenth century, 
when leamiilg had niade considerable advance- 
ment in Europe. The celebrated Baptista Porta 
having, like the sage of Samos, tmvelled mto 
distant coimtries for scienti&: information, re* 
turned to his native home, and established a so* 
ciety which he denominated the academy of se- 
crets. He communicated the ihformarion which 
he had collected to the members of this associa- 
tion, who, in their turn, imparted to their com- 
panions, the knowledge which they had indivi- 
dually obtained. But this little fraternity, ad- 
vancing in respectability and science, soon trem- 
bled under the rod of ecclestastical oppr^on ; 
and experienced in its dissolution, that the &o- 
jmsh hierarchy was determined to check the ar- 
dour of investigation, and retain the human 
mind in its former fistters of ignorance and su- 
perstition* How then could Free Masonry flou- 
rish, vdien th^ minds of men h^ such an unfor- 
timate propensity to monkish retirement; and 
when every scientific and secret association was 
overawed and persecuted by the rulers c^ Eu- 
rope? 

• 'I 

But, though the political and intellectual c6n- 
dition of socie^ was unfavourable to the pro^ 
gress of Free Masonry; and, though the secret 
associations of the ancients were dissc^ed in 

the 
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die fifth century, l^ the command of the Ro- 
man Emperor, yet there are many reasons for 
hdieving that the ancient mysteries were ol»er- 
ved in priyate, long after their pubfic a3tx>litian, 
by those enemies of Christianity who were* still 
attached to the reUgion of their fathers. Some 
authors ♦ even inform us, that this was ac- 
tually the case, and that the Grecian rites exist- 
ed in the eighth century, and were never com^ 
pletely abolishedf . These considemtions enable 
us to connect the heathen mysteries,* with that 
trading association of architects, which appear^ 
ed, during the dark ages, under the special au-^ 
th(»ity of the See of Rome. 

, The insatial>le desire for external finery, and 
gardy ceremonies, which was displayed by the ca-i 
tholic priests in the exercise of their religion, intnK 
duced a corresponding desire for splendid monas-. 
tericjs, and nmgnificent cathedrals. But as the de*^ 
mand for these buildings was urgent, and continunr 
ally increasing, it was with great difficulty that at-* 
tificers cotdd be procured, even fbr the erection 
of such pious works. In order to encourage the 
profession of architecture, the bishbps of Rome, 
and the other potentates of Europe, conferred on 
the fraternity of Free Masons, the most impor- 
tJmt,priyilcges ; and allowed them to be governed 
by laws, Qustom3» and cisremonies, peculiar to 

.themselves, 

* Gibbon, 8vo. t. 5# p» ii^, 

f Psellos, nigi imfUfm irm i^^ntrtf h iXX^rK. Vid. Anthologii| 
Hibemica, for Janiuuy I794« p* 36. and pp. 22, 23, suf^rfi* 
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themsetvetf; The associatioa was composed of 
men of all nations, of Italian, Greek, French, Ger* 
man, and Flemisji artists, who were denominate* 
ed Free Masons, and who, ranging from one coun« 
try to another, erected those elegant churches 
and cathedrals, which, though they once gratifi- 
ed the . pride, and sheltered the rites of a cor- 
rupted {Hiesthood, now excite the notice of anti- 
quarians, and administer jto the grandeur of king^ 
doms. The government of this association was 
remarkably regular. Its members lived in a camp 
of huts, reared beside the building in which they 
were employed. A surveyor, or master, pre- 
sided over, and directed the whole. Every 
tenth man was called a warden, and overlooked 
those who were under his charge^ and such arti- 
ficers as were not members of this fraternity, 
were prohibited from engaging in those build* 
ings which Free Masons alone had a title to 
rear^. It m^y seem strange, and, perhaps, in- 
consistent with what we have already said, 
that the fraternity of Free Masons should have 
been sanctioned, and even protected by the bi- 
shops of Rome. Secret associations, ilideed, are 
always a terror to temporal and spiritual tyran* 
ny. But the church of Rome, instead of ap- 
proving of the principles of Free IV&sonry, by 
the encouragement and patronage which they 

gave 

* Wren's Parcntalia, or a Kstory of the Fanilj of Wren, 
P* 3^69 307- Henry's History of 6reat Britain, 8vo. r. 8. p. 
273. b. iv. chap. 5. S i.^obison's Ftoo& of a Conspiracy, p. 21. 
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^ve to architecti, only employed them as instni* 
meats for gratifying their vanity, and satiating 
their ambitiixi. For ii\ after ages, when Masons 
were more numerous^ and when the demand for 
religious structures was less urgent than before, 
the bishops of Rome deprived the fraternity of 
those very privileges which had been conferred up- 
on them without soHcitation^ and persecuted, with 
unrelenting rage, the very men wham they had 
voluntarily taken into &vour, and who had con^ 
tributed to the grandein: of their ecclesiastical 
establishments 

Wh£R£vje& the catholic religion was taught, 
the meetings of Free Masons were sanctioned and 
patconixed. The principles o£ the order were 
even imported into Scodand^, where they conti* 
aued, for many ages, in their primitinre amplicity, 
long after they had been extinguisfaed in the conti* 
nental kingdoms. In this manner, Scotland became 
die centre ftora which these principles again is- 
sued, to iiiuminate, not only the nations on the 
continent, but every civilized portion of th^ 
habitable world. What those causes weie which 
continued the societies of Ftee Masons longer in 
Britain than in ether countries, it may not, per^ 
iiaps,^ be easy to determine ; but as the &ct it- 
tdf is unquestionably true, it must have arisen, 

either 

* A. D« 1140. VitLSutiitsGiL AccQuntof Scotland, vok xi/ 
Paiiskof Kilwioiniig \ oc Edinbiu^g^iMajf^waeibt April 180a. 
J. 243- 
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either firom some &vourabIe circumstance in the 
political state of Britain, which did not exist in 
the other governments of Europe; or from the 
superior policy, by which the British Masons 
eluded the suspicion of their enemies, and the 
superior prudence with which they maintained 
the primitire simplicity, and respectability of 
their order. .The former of these causes, had, 
without doubt, a considerable ^hare, in produ- 
cing the effect under consideration ; and we know 
for certain, that, in our own days, the latter has 
preserved Free Masonry in a flomrishing condi- 
tion throughout these united kingdoms, while, in 
other countries, the imprudence and foolish in- 
novations <^ its members, have exposed it to the 
severest and justest censure, and, in many cases^ 
to the most violent persecutions. It is a fact, 
requiring no confirmation, and resulting from the 
most obvious causes, that Free Masonry never 
flourishes in seasons of public commotion ; and 
even in Great Britain, though the seat of war is 
commonly in foreign countries, it has universal- 
ly declined. But in those lands, which are the 
theatre of hostilities it will be neglected in a 
still greater degree; and, if these hostilities are 
long continued, or frequently recur, the very 
name and principles of the order must be soon 
extinguished. Amid those continual wars, there- 
fme, which, during the middle ages, distracted 
and desolated the continaot of Europe, the as^ 
sociation of architects would be soon dissolved ; 
H while 
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while, in th^ humble village of Kalwinning, on 
the western coast of Scotland, they found a safe 
retreat from the violent convulsions of continen- 
tal wars. 

Before we detail the progress of Free Mason- 
ry, after its importation into Britain, it will be 
necessary to give some accoimt of the Knights 
Templars, a fraternity of Free Masons whose af- 
fluence and virtues often raised the envy of con- 
temporaries, and whose unmerited and unhappy 
end must have often excited the compassion of 
posterity. It would be needless labour to enter 
into any investigation, in order to prove, that 
the order of the Knights Templars was a braqch 
of Free Masonry. This fact has been invariably 
acknowledged by Free Masons themseVes ; and 
none have been more zealous to establish it than 
the enemies of their order*. The former have 
admitted the fact, not because it was creditable to 
them, but because it was true; and the latter 
have supported it, because by the aid of a Uttle 
sophistry, it might be employed to disgrace their 
opponents. 

The 

* '^d. Barruel's Memoirs of Jacobinism, voL 2. p. 379 — 383. 
wLerc this is attempted at some length. As Barruel, how- 
ever, was unat^uainted with the observances of the Templars 
amd Masons, he has attributed to both many abstird rites 
which probably never existed but in his own mind. For the 
same reason, he has omitted many points of resemblance vihkh 
would have estaiblished the common opinion upon an immove- 
able foundation« 
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' The order of the Knights Templars was insti- 
tuted during the crusades, in the year 1118, by 
Hugo de Paganis, and Geoffrey of St Omers. 
It received this appellation because its members 
originally resided near the church in Jerusalem, 
which was dedicated to our Savioiu*. Though the 
professed" object of this religious association was 
to protect those C/iristian pilgrims, whose mis- 
taken piety had led them to the Holy City; 
yet it is almost beyond a doubt, that its chief and 
primary intention, was to practise and preserve 
the rites and mysteries of Masonry. We know 
at least, that the Knights Templars, not only 
possessed the mysteries, but performed the cere* 
monies, and inculcated the duties of Free Ma- 
sons; and it is equally certain, that the prac- 
tising of these rites could contribute nothing to 
the protection and comfort of the Catholic pil- 
grims. Had the Templars publicly avowed the 
real object of their in^tution, instead of that fa- 
vour which they so long enjoyed, they would 
have experienced the animosity of the church of 
Rome. But as they were animated with a sin- 
cere regard for the Catholic religion, and with a 
decided abhorrence for the infidel possessors of 
Judea, it was never once suspected that they 
transaetcd any other business at their secret 
meetings; but that which concerned the regula- 
tion of their order, the advancement of religi- 
on, and the extirpation of its eaen^es. The 
manv prodigies of valour which they exhibited 

H 2 against 
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against the infidels ; the many charitable deeds 
which they performed towards the distressed pil- 
grims; and the many virtues which adorned their 
private character, procured them, from the rulers 
of Europe, that respect and authority to which 
they were so justly entitled, ai}d which they so 
long maintained. But respect and authority 
were not the only rewards, which they purcha- 
sed by their virtues and military prowess. From 
the munificence of the Popes, the generosity of 
the pious princes and nobles of Europe, and 
from the gratitude of those opulent pilgrimts^ 
whoi in the moments of distress, had cxpcrien-f 
ced their kind assistance, the ELnights Templars 
had acquired such immense possessions in every 
kingdom of Europe, but particularly in France, 
that their revenues often exceeded those of the 
secular princes. Thus independent in their dr-r 
cumstances, and being fatigued with those vmsucr 
cessful struggles against the infidels, which they 
had maintained with such manly courage, they 
returned to their native land to enjoy, in* peace 
and qpiet, the recompense of their toils. But^ 
like all men who are suddenly transported from 
danger and fatigue, to opulence and ease, many 
of the Templars deviated from that virtuous 
course, which they had hitherto pursued, and 
indulged too freely in those luxuries andfi^hion- 
able amusements to which they were invited by 
opulence,* and impelled by inactivity. Thus, 
from the indiscretions of a few, did the Knights 

Templars 
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Templafs lose a considerable share of those ho^ 
nours, and that celebritj which they had long, 
enjoyed. But this rebxation of discipline, and 
attachment to luxurious indolence, Vi^re the c»x- 
ly crimes of which the Templars were guilty; 
and to men of honour and spirit like them, the 
forfeiture of popularity which was the conse^ 
quence of their apostacy, would be a sufficient 
punishment. This, howercr, was not the senti^ 
ment of Philip the Fair. That barbarous mo^ 
narcb, instigated by private revenge against somq 
individual €tf the order ; encouiaged by the pro6« 
pect of sharing in their ample reyenues ; and spur*^ 
red on by a spiiit which seldom resides in a hu« 
man brea$t, imprisoned in one day all the T<emp« 
krs in France, merely at the instance of two 
Worthless members of the ordca:, who h^ been 
disgraced and punished by their superiors,, fof 
the enormity of their crimes. It was pretended 
by these base accusers:, that the Templacs abjur 
red our Saviour^ that they spit upon hia cross, 
that they burned their children, a^d committed 
other atrocious crimes, firom which the human 
mind recoils with horror, and which could have 
been perpetrated only by men so completely 
abandoned as the informers themselves. Un^ 
der the pretence of discovering what degree of 
credit might be attached to these accusations ; the 
Templars were extended on the rack till they con- 
fessed the crimes with which they were charged. 
Several of the Knights, when stretched on this 
instrument of agony, made every acknowledge- 
ment 
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ment which their persecutors desired. But 
others, retaining on the rack that fortitude 
and contempt of death which they had exhi* 
bited on the. field, persisted in denying the 
crimes laid to their charge, and maintained with 
their latest breath, the innocence of their or- 
der. Many of those, even, who had tamely sub- 
mitted to their persecutors, retracted those igno- 
minious confessions which the rack had extort- 
ed; and maintained their integrity in the midst 
of those flames which the barbarous Philip had 
kindled for their destruction. Fifty-nine of these 
unhappy men were biunt alive at Paris, by a 
slow fire ; and the same vindictive and inhuman 
spirit was exhibited in the other provinces of 
France, and in the other nations of Europe. The 
fortitude which, in every coimtry, was displayed 
by these unfortunate sufferers, could have been 
inspfred by innocence alone; and is a stroi\g 
proof, that thdr minds were not so enervated by 
indolence, nor their bodies so enfeebled by lux- 
ury as has been generally believed. The only 
murmurs which parted fix)m their Kps, were those 
which expressed their anguish and remorse, that 
they had betrayed, in the hour of pain, the interests 
of their order, and had confessed themBelves guilty 
of crimes, unworthy of a Templar and a man« 

But the atrocious scene was yet to come which 
was to complete the ruin of the Templars, and 
satiate the vengeance of their enemies. Their 
CJrand Master Molay, and other dignitaries of the 

order 
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order still survived: And, though they had made 
the most submissive acknowledgements to their 
unrelenting persecutors, yet the influence which 
they had over the minds of the vulgar, and their 
connection with many of the Princes of Europe, 
rendered them formidable and dangerous to their 
oppressors. By the exertion of that influence, they 
might restore imion to their dismembered party, 
and inspire them with courage to revenge the 
murder of their companions ; or, by adopting a 
more cautious method, they might repel, by un- 
controvertible proo&, the charges for which they 
suffered; and, by interesting all men in their be- 
half, they might expose Philip to the attacks of his 
own subjects, and to the hatred and contempt of 
Europe. Aware of the dangers to which his cha- 
racter and person would be exposed by pardon^ 
ing the surviving Templars, the French Monarch 
commanded the Grand Master and his brethren 
to be led out to a scafibld, erected for the purpose, 
and there to confess before the public, the enor- 
mities of which their order had bera guilty, and 
the justice of the punishment which had been in- 
flicted on their brethren. If they ^hered to their 
former confessions, a full pardon was promised to 
them; but if they should persist in maintaining 
their innocence, they were threatened with des- 
truction on a pile of wood, which the executioners 
had erected in their tiew, to awe them into com- 
pliance. While the multitude were standing a- 
round in awful expectation, ready, from the words 

of 
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of the prisoners, to justify or condema their 
King^ the venerable Molay, with a cheerful and 
unda^anted countenance, adi^nced, in chains, to 
the edge of the scaffold ; and, with a firm and 
iiDpFesdve tone, thus addressed the spectators. 
" It is hut just, that in dus terriUe day, and in 
•* tJie last moments of my life, I lay open the 
** iniquity of fisdsehood, and make truth to tri- 
«* umph. I declare then, in the face oi heaven 
** and earth, and I confess, thou^ to my eternal 
^ shame and confusion, that I have conunitted the 
^ greatest 'of crimes; but it has been only in ac-* 
^ knowkdgiaig thode that have been chained with 
** 60 much Vindence upon an opder, which truth 
^ obliges me to pronounce innocent. I made the 
•* first declaration tiiey TOquiied of me, only to 
** suspend the excessive tortures of the rack, and 
•* mollify those that made me endure them. I 
•* am sen^ble what torments they prepare for 
♦* those that have courage to revoke sudi a con- 
** fession. But the horrible sight wMch they 
** present to my eyes, is ncrt arable of making 
** me confirm one lie by another. On a condition 
•* so infamous as that, I freely renounce life 
•* which is already but too odimis to me. For 
** what would it avail me to prolong a few miscr- 
** able days, when I must owe them only to the 
** blackest of calumnies*.** In consequence of 
this manly revocation, die Grand Master and his 

comr 

* Histoire de Chevaliers Hospitallers de Saint Jean de Jeru- 
salem, par Abbe Vertot, torn. ii. p p. joi. 102. 
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companidns were hurried inta the flames, where 
thej retained that contempt of death which they 
had exhibited on former occasions. This mourn* 
ful scene extorted tears from the lowest of the 
vulgar. Four valiant knights, whose charity and 
valour had procured them the gratitiide and ap* 
plause oi mankind, suffering, without fear, the 
most cruel and ignominious death, was, indeed^ 
a spectacle well calculated to excite emotions 
of pity in the hardest hearts; and, whatever 
opinion we may entertain concerning the cha- 
racter of that imhappy order, every mind of 
sensibility will compassionate the £site of the 
Templars, and curse the inhuman policy of Phi* 
Kp the Fjur. 

From this short and imperfect accotmt of the 
origin and ruin of the Knights Templars, the 
reader will be enabled to understand the merits 
of the question, respecting the innocence of that 
order, which it will be necessary here tp con<- 
sider. The opinions of contemporary writers wem 
too much influenced by party spirit, and religi- 
ous 2eal, to deserve any regard in this investiga* 
rion. All those writers*, however, who are go* 
nerally deemed impartial historians, and who 
were in no respects interested, either in the con* 

demnatioo 

* Among tliese we may reckon Hume, ICstory of England, 
V. 2. p. 373* Heniy^ ICstory of Britain, t. 8. p. 43. and 
Vcrtot, utsvpra. 
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demnation or acquittal of the Templars, have, 
without hesitation, pronounced them innocent of 
the crimes laid to their charge, and imputed their 
destruction to the avarice and private resentment 
of Philip. In the decision of these historiaiis" the 
public had, in general, acquiesced, till their sen- 
timents veere unsettled by the bold pretensions, 
and the sophistical reasoning of Barruel. This 
writer has charged upon the Templars all those 
crimes with which their enemies had formerly load- 
ed them: He has attempted to justify the severi- 
ty of the French King, and has reproached, with 
the bitterest inviective, the Society of Free Ma- 
sons, because they were once connected with a 
fraternity, which, in his opinion, was so wick- 
ed and profane. While we endeavour, therefore, 
to defend the Templars against these recent ca- 
lumnies, we will, at the same time, be maintain- 
ing the respectability of our own order, by vindi- 
cating its members from that imputed depravity, 
which, according to Barruel, they have inherited 
from their fathers. 

- In order to form an impartial judgment res- 
pecting any sentence which has been passed, 
without proper evidence, either against indivi- 
duals or associations, it is necessary to be ac- 
quainted with the motives and character of the 
accusers, and with the benefits which might ac- 
crue to them and the judges, by the punishment 
or libcjatioij of the accused. In the case before 

us. 
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US, the accusers had beea disgrace and impri- 
soned by the accused, for theit viHany and 
crimes. Their chief prosecutor and judge was 
actuated by motives of avarice • and private re- 
sentment J and many rival orders who had been 
languishing in obscurity and indigence, propa- 
gated with assiduity the slanderous tak, in hopes of 
sharing in those ample possessions, and that pub- 
Be favour, which had been acquired .by the supe- 
rior abilities of the Knights Templars. To all 
ranks of men, indeed, the veneration which the 
name of a Templar inspired, was an object of en- 
vy: Their opulent revenues were calculated to give 
trouble to a covetous mind, and the remarkable 
regularity of their conduct was no small incite- 
ment to the exercise of detraction. Such were 
the motives and prospects of their judges and ac- 
cusers. Let us attend now to the accusations 
which were brought against them, and we will 
find that these could scarcely come under the 
cognizance of law, as their pretended crimes 
were committed against themselves, and not 
against society. Did they perpetrate . murder 
upon any of theirfidlow-citizens?— tThis was 
never laid to their charge. Did they purloin any 
man^s treasures ?.^0f theft they were never accus- 
ed. Did they instigate to rebellion the subjects of 
any government^ or plot destruction against the 
person of any king? — Under such a character they 
were never known, till Barrnercalled them traitors 
and regicides ; because, forsooth, it was his opiniorr, 

I 2 that 
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that thoir wceessors, the Free Masons mFrance^ 
were accessory to the murder of their King. 
What thenwcre their crimes? It was said, that thej 
burned their own in&nts ! And yet an instanoe 
was never produced, in which the child of a 
Templar had disappeared, and in which th^ ten- 
derness of a mother, as would certainly have 
happened, rem(»)strated against the murder of 
her child. They were said to have committed 
upon one another the most unnatural of all 
crimes ! And jret, no individual produced a 
specific instance which he could corroborate by 
indubitable proof. They were accused of insult- 
ing the Cross of Christ ; and jtX they had 8bed 
their blood in the defence erf* his religion. Of 
crimes like these, one may conceive a depraved 
individual to have been guilty ; but to beHeve^ 
that a respectable fraternity, consisting of thou-* 
sands of members, could be capable of such enor^ 
mities, requires a degree of faith to which the 
most credulous will scarcely attain. 

The innocence of the Templars, and die in- 
justice of Philip, will be still more apparent, by 
considering the conduct of the latter, as related 
even by Barruelt This writer observes, ♦♦ That 
^^ two men, who had been imprisoned for their 
^ crimes, declared that they had some important 
^ discoveries to make concerning the Knights 
^* Templars, and that this declaration, though 
^^ entitled to little credit, made the king deter- 

^* nunc 
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'* mixie on the dissoluticm of the carder, and tr^* 
^ rest 00 one daj all the Templars in his kiag^ 
^ dom^/' Here then was the most flagrant in^ 
justice in the very threshold of the whdb a&ilr^ 
Without summoning a single witness; without ex«» 
amining a sin^e Templar; without oonsulting a 
single friend ; without even knowing what the 
important discoveries were which the chminalf 
had to make ; the French King deUrtmned on 
the destruction of the Templars^ on the desttuc^ 
tion of an order whose Grand Master had been 
his particular friend, and even the god^fathet of 
one of his children f. This latter circumstancei 
indeed, is brought forward ^7 Barrud, to justify 
the conduct of Philip, because he sacrificed the 
dotrcs of friendship to the principles of justice^ 
But, when we take it in connection with thereat 
of his conduct, it must inspiie every honest mind 
with a more degrading opinion of the head and 
heart of that persecuting monacrch. 

Such being the ptematnre and precipitant de« 
tenxnnatbn of ?failip, we may consider the ou 
der of the Templars as at ibat time diss<^ve(l, 
and zff^d all those esauninatlonsy enquiries, c&n^ 
fiessions, trials, and coundls which MCCeeded> M 
mere phamoms of justice, conjured up by that 
crafty prince, t» dazzle tte eyes of his subjectify 
and sanctify the depravity of Ms own conducts 
By Iceepit^ this circumstance in view^ the int^lU^ 

genr 

^ Memoirs of Jacobinism^ v. 2« p. 364W 
f Id» Id. p. 366. 
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gmt reader vdll be. enabled tx) understand the 
minute, though sometimes contradictory, details 
of iiistorians, respecting the trial and confessions 
X)f the Knights Templars; and, . notwithstanding 
the veil, of justice with which the Judges at- 
tempted to cover their proceedings, he will be en- 
abled, to develope the detestable principles upon 
which their trial was conducted, and the still 
more detestable motives which invited Clement 
y. to partake in the guilt of Philip the Fair^ 

The .most formidable, and. indeed the only 
plausible argument by which Barrucl supports 
his opinions, is drawn from the confessions of the 
Templars. . He maintains that the avowals of the 
Knights were free from compulsion, and that no 
aet of men could be so base as to accuse their 
brethren of crimes, of which they believed them 
to be entirely innocent. But the fallacy of his 
reasoning will appear from the slightest . reflec- 
tion. It is a curious, though unquestionable 
&ct, that, when an avowal must be made, men 
are more ready to accuse themselves of crimes of 
which they have never been guilty, than to con- 
fess* those which they have actually commit- 
ted. Such as have attended to the operation of 
their own mtods, particularly in the earlier part 
of life, wHl acqmesce in this extraordinary truth; 
^d those who hare not had occasion to observe 
it, will find, upon consideration, that it is conso- 
nant to the constitution of the human mind. 

When 
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When a man confesses himself guilty of a crime 
which he has really perpetrated, he is exposed^ 
not only to the reproaches of his own conscience, 
but to those of the world; and, should he» at 
any time, retract his confessions, he must be 
aware that every subsequent enquiry would only 
confirm the truth of his first deposition. But 
when a man, firom a principle of fear, acknow- 
ledges the truth of accusations with which he ha$ 
been imjustly loaded, a sense of his integrity and 
innocence supports him under the opprobrium at 
the world, and he is conscious that his cha^c* 
ter will be vindicated by every investigation, 
and that the confessions which he himself made, 
may at any time be proved to have been the offi^ 
spring of necessity. Such undoubtedly were 
the feelings by which the Templars were actu-» 
ated. Convinced, that the crimes which they were 
desired to acknowledge, were of such an unna» 
turalkind, that they could never be imputedt 
by any reasonable man, to a numerous and 
hitherto respectable fraternity, they yielded to 
the solicitations of their persecutors ; with the 
well-grounded hope that future enquiry would 
remove the stain which the irresistible desire of 
self-preservation had prompted them to throw 
upon their character. From this very conside- 
ration, indeed, namely, from the nature of the 
crimes charged upon the Templars, have many 
eminent historians maintained the innocence of 
that unhappy order. But, were we even to 

allow 
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aUow With Barruel, in oppositi(xi to all histo- 
ry, that the avowals of the Knights were free 
and numerous ; by an ^plication of the princi- 
|)!es already laid down, we would, from that 
circumstance, prove the innocence, and not the 
guilt of the Templars. 

It is not, however, upon speculative principles 
alone, that we can account for the confessions 
and subsequent recantations of the Knights. 
There are, fortunately, some historical facts which 
furnish a rational explanation of their conduct ; 
but which Barruel, either from ignorance or de- 
sign, has totally overlooked. About the com- 
mencement of the whole affair, Molay, the Grand 
Abster of the order, had been examined at Pa- 
ris. From the causes which we have already ex- 
plained, but, particularly, from a dread of those 
torments, to which an obstinate avowal of his 
innocence would expose him, he made every con- 
fession which his persecutors demanded ; but he, 
at the same time, transmitted circular letters to 
an immense number of his brethren, requesting 
them to make the same confessions with himself*; 
for it was only by submissive conduct, that they 
could hope to disarm the fiuy of their enemies, 
and avert the blow which was threatened to their 
drder* Agreeably to the request of Molay, many 

of 

* Histcnre de Cheyalitrs Hospitalier^i par Abbe Vcrtot, 
toon* Ik p* 8o« 
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of the Templars made the same acknowledge- 
ments; whik others, whose moraUty was more 
inflexihle, and whose courage was more undaunt-t 
ed, disdained to do eyil, that good might come, 
and persevered unto death in the avowal of their, 
own innocence, and that of their order. Molay, 
however, atld those knights who had followed 
his example, soon perceived, that though their 
submissions had protected theto from injury as 
individuals, they had, nevertheless, rather in-^ 
flamed the rage of Philip against the order; and^ 
being now convinced, that their acknowledge- 
ments of guilt had produced an effect opposite 
to what they expected, they boldly retracted 
their former avowals, and adopted that intrepid 
conduct of which we have already given a short 
account. There is another circumstance con* 
nected with this part of our subject, which, 
though not taken notice of by historians, is well 
deserving erf" the reader's attention. It is asserted 
by all contemporary writers, whethei' the friends 
or adversaries of the Templars, that all those 
knights who maintained their innocence, were 
condemned either to death, or to a pimishdient 
equally severe ; while all who confessed, and 
adhered to their confessions, were either dom- 
pletely acquitted, or sentenced to a few days 
festing and prayer, or a short imprisonment*. 

It 

* Some ci them even ttCeived pensi6ns fox thek coh&aaons* 
See Vertot, torn. ii. p. 91. 
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It is allowed also by these historians, aad even by 
Barruel, that a very considerable number of the 
Templars were altogether ignorant of the crimes 
perpetrated by the rest, and that some who were 
privy to them, were not partakers in their guilt. 
In which class, then, are we to rank these inno- 
cent men ? Among those who suSbred, of among 
tho9e who were saved? If among the former, 
their enemies were guilty of the moet flagrant in- 
justice and cruelty, in consuming the innocent 
on the same pile with the guilty. If among the 
latter, they must have been compelled to con- 
fess themselves guilty of crimes of which they 
were completely imiocent. 

In ordet to show that the con&ssions ai the 
Templars were voluntary, and not extorted by 
the rack, Barruel is obliged to deny facts which 
are admitted by every historian. But, lest his 
readers should not be so sceptical on that point 
ad himself, he takes care to inform them, that 
the bishops declared, that all whofie confessions 
were extorted by the mck, should be regarded as 
innooent, and that no Templar should be subject 
to it; that Clement V. rather favoured the Tern- 
plarS) and that he sent the most Venerable per- 
sons to interrogate those, whose a^e and if^rnd- 
ties prevented them from appearing before him. 
But who, pray, were those aged and infirm Tem* 
plars to whom Clement is so compassionate? 
Were they men who were smarting under dis- 

. eases 
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eases inflicted by the hand of heaven? Were they 
men whose aged limbs were imfit for the fatigues 
of a journey, or whose gray hairs had excited the 
pity of the Roman Pontiff? No— they were a few 
undaunted knights whom the blood-extoiting 
screws of their tormentors had tortured and dis^ 
abled; whose flesh had been lacerated on the rack, 
and whose bones had been disjointed, or broken on 
the wheel. These are the men, who, in the 
language of the above writer, were prevented by 
their 4ige and infirmkies from travelling to Poic- 
tiers, or who, in the more simple stile of the 
Pope himself, were unable to ride on horseback^ 
or to bear any (Ober method of conveyance whatso^ 
ever. Such was that mildness of Clement which 
Barruel applauds ! And such too, we may add, the 
integrity of Barruel ! 

Havino thus endeavoured to vindicate the cha- 
racter of our ancestors from the accusations of 
their enemies, it will be necessary to make a few 
remarks respecting the ceremonial observances 
which arc attributed to them and their posterity, 
by the author of the memoirs of Jacobinism, 
But this, our enemies well know, is forbidden 
groaiid, on which Free Masons are prohibited to 
enter by the laws of their order. It is here, con-, 
sequently, that the most numerous, and appa- 
rently the most successful attacks have been 
made, for we can be provided with no means of 
defiance without laying open the mysteries of the 
K a fratemityt 
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fraternity. Conscious of the disadvantages un- 
der which Free Masons labour, their adversa- 
ries have &bricated the most frightful and fool- 
ish ceremonies, and imposed them upcm the world 
as the ceremcmies of Masonry. Among this num- 
ber, may be reckoned those rites and o^ths which 
Barruel ascribes to the Templars and their poste- 
rity, but which, we solemnly aver, have no cpn^ 
nection either with the one or the other ; aiid» 
were we permitted to divulge tp the world the 
whole of our ritual system, many who haye dup- 
ed the public by deceitful information, would 
stand abashed at their conduct, while others, 
who have confided in such information, would 
be astonished at the extent of their credidity. 
Then might Free Masons defy, as they have done 
in every other point, the fabrications of the ma^ 
licious, and the conjectures of the ignorant: 
Then, too, might they mock at the ingenuity of 
the wise. But, as they are bound to preserve 
from public view the rites of their order, it is 
highly disingenuous to assail them in a quarter 
where resistance is impossible, and where every 
unprincipled man may triumph with impunity. 
Is not this to assassinate an enemy with his hand$ 
tied behind his back? Is not this to reproach a foe 
who is deprived of the organs of utterance ? 

But there is another important consideration^ 
which, while it points out in a more striking 
manner the disingenuity of such conduct, should, 
at the same time, incite the candid enquirer to 

reject • 
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leject every calumny against secret associations, 
at(sing from reports concerning their rites and 
ceremonies. If ever the secrets of Free Masonry 
were betrayed, they must have been betrayed by 
men who were completely destitute of religious 
principle; who paid no respect to those ties 
which unite the members of dvil, as well as.ae** 
cret associations; who, ih short, neither feared 
God, nor regarded man. Suppose, then, that a 
person, pretending to be a Free Mason, ofiercd 
to communicate, either to an individual, or to 
the public, the rites and ceremonies of his order. 
What degree of credit should men of probity 
attach to the information which they might in 
this way receive ? A person addresses them un<» 
der the character of a perjurer, offering to vio^ 
late the most solemn engagements, and to divulge 
mysteries which have been concealed for ages. 
He may give them accurate information, or he 
may not. If the secrets which he o&rs to be«r^ 
tray, have been hitherto unknown, there is no 
possible way of ascertaining the truth of his depo- 
sition. And it is rather to be suspected, that he 
will dupe his auditors by false information, than 
trample upon an engagement, guarded by the 
most awful sanctions. He might, indeed, con* 
firm by an oath, the truth of his asseveration ; 
but, as he must have violated an oath equally so- 
lemn, no man of sense will give him the smal- 
lest credit. But, supposing that he really di- 
yulges the secrets and ceremonies of Free Ma- 
sonry, 
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soniy , it is clear that he has not understood their 
true import, or^ at least, that they have made no 
impression upon his mind. It is almost certain, 
therdR»:e, that, from ignorance, or misapprehen* 
sion of their meaning, he will exhibit, mider an 
aspect calculated to excite ridicule, those rites 
and ceremonies, which, if properly explained, 
ivoald command admiration. If then it be so 
difficult for the uninitiated to discover the secrets 
of Free Masonry, and still mor^ so to ascertain 
their signification, if diey should discoiFer them, 
What mu^ we think of those men who op- 
ea their ears to every skndennis tale against 
Free Masons, which unprincipled men may im- 
pose upon their credulity ? What must we think 
of those who reproach and vilify oiur order, up- 
on the uncertsUn reports of cunning and inte- 
tested mai? We appeal to the impartial read- 
er, if they are not equally base with the inform- 
ers themselves. 

Such are the considerations by which we would 
attempt to repel those chiurges and distorted &cts, 
with which Barruel has calumniated the charac* 
ter, and dtsfigiired the history of the Templars, 
They will be sufficient, we hope, to remove those 
erroneous impressions which the perusal of the 
Memoirs of Jacobinism may have left upon the 
reader's mind. Although we have adopted the 
opinion of diose who maintain the innocence of 
that unfortunate order, we cannot coincide with 

them 
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tiicdi in beUering, that, as indiyidoals, ijiey vnxc 
free ftcHXL blame. The Templars were possessed 
of the same carmptai nature, and infiiienced hj 
the same passions as their fieUow men ; and tbty 
were, unquestionably, exposed to moxe strong and 
numerous temptations* Some of the kni^ts, 
therefore, may have been guilty of crimes, md 
these too of an aggravated kind^ which, by a 
strange, though not uncommon mistake, mtgbc 
have been transferred to their ord^. But it wm 
never proved that th^ w«:e tmito^, cUld-mur- 
derers, regicides, and infidels. A certain class of 
historiffiis, indeed, have imputed to tbem such ini^ 
quities, and^ when uqable to establish thdr m^ 
serticms, have fixed upon their ordeir the mote 
probable crimes of drunkeimess and ddsauofaery^ 
But, amidst all these accusations, we hear no« 
thing of that valour which first nosed the Ttn^ 
pkrs to pre-eminence; nothing of that charitjF 
and beneficence which procured th^n the Te^ 
spect of contemporaries ; nptfaing of that forti- 
tude and patience which most of them exhibit^ 
ed on the rack, and in the flameSw In their case 
it has been too true, that ^ 

The ti41 vikich men ik Ims fefttr diem : 
The ^ood i$ oft imtesred wkh that banes* 

But, aOowing the Templars to be. as guihy as 
their enemks * have represented thcnu Upon 
what principles of sound reasoning, or of com- 
mon 
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mon senae, does Barruel transfer their guik to 
the fratemitj of Free Masons ? Is it absolutely 
necessary, that the son should inherit the bodily 
diseases, and the mental debility of his fore- 
&thers ; or is it fair, th^t one order, proposing 
to itself the same object, and instituted upon the 
same principles as another, should be charged al- 
so with the same crimes? Certainly not. If vir- 
tue and vice were hereditary qualities, we might 
arrogate to ourselves much honour from our con- 
nection with the Templars: E^ut, as we have not 
been applauded for a Templar's virtues, we should 
not be reproached for a Templar's crimes. But the 
reasoning of Barruel is as repugnant to the dictates 
of experience, as it is to those of common sense. 
Were not the inhabitants of England, at one 
period, fanatics, rebels, and regicides? But where 
now is the nation that is more liberal in its Teh-r 
gion, and more steady in its loyalty ! Did not 
the French, at one time, tortuie, bum, and mas- 
sacre their fellow citizens, from the fury of their 
religious zeal, and the strength of their attachment 
to the catholic communion? But what nation un- 
der heaven is at present less influenced by religious 
principles, and less attached to the church of 
Rome! Did not the rulers of France, at one time, 
torment and assassinate hundreds of the Templars, 
because they deemed them infidels, traitors, and 
regicides ? And have we jiot seen, in these lattei 
days, the very rulers of France themselves, in- 
fidels. 
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fidels, traitors, and regicides! But if the impartial 
reader should, upon farther inquiry, give credit to 
the guilt of the Templars ; in order to remove the 
imputed stain which has been transferred to Free 
Masons, it may be.sufficient to address him in the 
words of the poet, 

Teropora mutantur, et no8 xnutamur in ilHs. 

About the time of the Knights Templars, chi- 
valry had arrived vat its highest perfection. It 
had its existence, indeed, prior to this period, but 
as it continued to influence the minds of mei^ 
long after the destruction of that unhs^py order, 
it was thov^fat proper to defer its consideration 
till the present stage.of our history. When chi- 
valry made its first appeatanice; the imoral and 
political cohditibn of Euoope was in every res- 
pect deplorable. Tiie- religion of Jesus existed 
Odoly in name. A. degrading superstition h^ 
usurped its place, and threatened rain tolthe rea- 
son and the dignity of mta. The political rights 
of the lowi6r orders were sacrificed to the interests of 
the gr^t. War was carried on with a degree of sa- 
vage Crueljty,.equaUed ooly by the sanguinary con^ 
tentiQns ©f the beasts o£ prey ; no clemency was 
shown to the vanquished ; no humanity to the 
captive. The female sex, even, were sunk below 
their natural level ; they were doomed to the 
most laborious occupations, and were deserted 
and despised by that very sex, on whose protec* 

h tion 
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tion and sympathy they have so natural a claim. 
To remedy these disorders, a few intelligent and 
pious n)en formed an association, whose members 
swore to defend the Christian religion, to practise 
its morals, tp protect widows, orphans^ and the 
weal^er sex; and to decide judicially, and not by 
arms, the disputes that might arise about their 
goods or effects. It was from this association, 
undoubtedly, that chivalry arose*; and not, as 
some think, from the pubUc investiture with 
arms which was customary among the ancient 
(jermans. But, whatever was its origin, chivalry 
produced a considerable change in the manners 
;md sentiments of the great. It could not, in* 
deed, eradicate that ignorance and depravity 
which engendered those awful evils that we hav^ 
already enumerated* It has softened, however, the 
ferocity of war. It has restored the fair sex to that 
honourable rank which they now possess, and which 
i|t all times they are entitled to hold. It has in? 
spired those sentiments of generosity, sympathy, 
and ffiendship, which have contributed so much to 
the dviUzation of the world; and has introduced 
that principle of honour, which, though far from 
faeipg a laudable motive to action, often checks the 
Ucentious, when moral and religious considera- 
tions would make no impression upon their minds. 

Such 



• Bontainvilliers on the Ancient Parliaments of France, 
Letter 5, quoted ui Brydson^ Summary Y^tw of Heraldry, 
fp. 24, 25, 26. 
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Such was the origin of chivaky, and such the 
blessings which it imparted. That it was a 
branch of Free Masonry, may be inferred from 
a variety of considerations, from the consent of 
those who have made the deepest researches into 
the one, and who were intimately acquainted 
with the spirit, rites, and ceremonies of the other. 
They were both ceremonial institutions. Impor- 
tant precepts were communicated to the mem- 
bers of each, for the regulation of their con- 
duct as men, and as brethren of the order** 
The ceremonies of chivalry, like those of Free 
Masonry, though unintelligible to the vulgar, were 
always symbolical of some important truths f. 
The object g£ both institutions was the same, 
and the metnbets bound themselves, by an oath, 
tp promote it with ardour axid xeal %. In chi- 
valry there were also dtfierent degrees c^ hon- 
our, through which the youths were obliged to 
pass before they were invested with the dignity 
of kiiighthoodjl; and the Knights, like Free Ma- 
sons, were formed into fraternities or orders, dis- 
tinguished by different appellations §• 

From these circumstances of r6semblan<:e^ we 
do not mean to infer that chivalry was Free Ma- 
scmry under another name ; wc mean only to show 
that the two institutions were intimately con- 
nected; that .the former- took its origin from the 

latterg 

• Brydson^s Summary View of Heraldry, p. 31. 

t M- P- 95' t W- P* 32. II Id. pp. 361 37. 

$ Id. pp. 38, 40. 
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latter, and borrowed from it, not only some of its 
ceremonial observances, but the leading features, 
and the general outline of its constitution* These 
points of similarity, indeed, . are in some cases so 
striking, that several learned men have affirmed that 
Free Masonry was a secondary order of chivalry, 
and derived its origin from the usages of that in- 
stitution *. For what reasons these authors deduce 
the forms of Free Masonry from the ceremonies of 
chivalry, it is impossible to conjecture. The only 
argument which they adduce, is the similarity' of 
the institutions; but they do not consider, that this 
proves, with equal force, that Free Masonry is 
the parent of Chivalry. We have already shown 
that there were many secret institutions among 
the ancients, but particularly the Fraternity of 
Dionysian architects, which resembled Free Ma- 
sonry in every thing but the name ; and it re- 
quires iio proof that these fraternities arose many 
hundred years before the existence of chivalry. 
If then there be any rese^mblance between the 
institutions which we have been comparing, we 
must consider Free Masonry jas the fountain, 
and chivalry only as the stream. The one was 
adapted to the habits of intelligent artists, and 
could flourish only in times of civilization and 
peace ; the other was accomn^odated to the dis- 
positions of a martial age, and could exist only 

in 

* Chevalier Ramsaj, See Robison's Proofs of a Conspira- 
cy, p. 39. Ley den's Preliminary Dissertation to the Complaynt 
of Scotland, pp. 67, 71. and the preface to the sixth edition 
of GuiUim's Display of Heraldry. 
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in seasons of ^orance and war. With these ob- 
servationSy indeed, the history of both fraterni- 
ties entirely corresponds. In the enlightened ages 
of Greece and Rome, when chivahry was un- 
known, Free Masonry flourished under the sane* 
tion of government, and the patronage of intel- 
ligent men. But, during the reign of Gothic 
ignorance and barbarity, which followed the des- 
truction of imperial Rome, Free Masonry lan- 
guished in obscurity, while chivalry succeeded 
in its place, and proposed to accompHsh the same 
object by different means, which, though more 
rough and violent, were better suited to the man- 
ners of the age. And when science and literature 
revived in Europe, and scattered those clouds of 
ignorance and barbarism with which she had 
been overshadowed, chivalry decayed along with 
the manners that gave it birth, while Free Ma- 
sonry arose with increasing splendour, and ad- 
vanced with the same pace as civilization and re- 
finement. 

The connection between chivalry and Free 
Masonry, is excellently exemplified in the fra- 
ternity of the Knights Templars. It is well 
known that this association was an order of chi- 
valry, that the Templars performed its ceremo- 
nies, and were influenced by its precepts ; and 
we have already shown, that the same associa- 
tion was initiated into the mysteries, was regu- 
lated by the maxims, and practised thp rites of 

Free 
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Free Masonry ^ : But, though they then existed 
in a double capacity, it must be evident to sdl 
who study the History of the Templars, tluit 
their masonic character chiefly predominated; 
and that they deduced the name of their insti- 
tution, and their external observances, from the 
usages of chivalry, to conceal from the Roman 
Pontiff the primary object of their order, and to 
hold their secret meetings free from suspicion or 
alarm. About this time, indeed, the church of 
Rome sanctioned the fraternity of operative Ma^ 
sons, and allowed them to perform their ceremo- 
nies without molestation or fear. But this cle- 
mency, as we have already shown, was the off* 
spring of necessity f; and the same interested 
motive which prompted his Holiness to patronize 
that trading association, could never influence 
him to countenance the duplicity of the Tem* 
plars, or permit them to exist in their masonic 
capacity. It was the discovery, indeed, of their 
being Free Masons, of their assembling secretly, 
and performing ceremonies to which no stranger 
was admitted, that occasioned those awful calami- 
ties which befel their order. It will, no doubt, ap- 
pear surprising to. some readers, that such zealous 
defenders of the Catholic religion should practise 
the observances of an association, which the 
church of Rome has always persecuted with the 
bitterest hostility. But their surprise will cease, 

when 

♦ See pages 58, 59. supra, 

+ See pages 54, SS^ S^^ ^^P^^^ 
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when they ave informed, that even ahout the 
middle of the eighteenth century, when Free 
Masonry was prohibited in the Ecclesiastical 
States, by a papal bull, the members of the Ro- 
mish churqh adopted the same plan. They were 
80 attached to the principles and practice of the 
fraternity, that they established what they cal-- 
led a new association, into which they professed to 
admit none but zealous abettors of the papal hier- 
archy. In this manner, by flattering the pride 
of the church, they eluded its vigilance, and 
preserved the spirit of Free Masonry, by merely 
changing its name, and professing to make it sub* 
servient to the interests of the Pontificate* 

Before leaving this suhjtect, it may be interest- 
log to some readefs, and necessary for the satis- 
faction of others, to show in what manner the 
Knights Templaca became deposidirics of the 
masonic mysteries. We have already seen, that 
almost all the secret associations of the ancients 
either flourished or originated in Syria, and the 
adjacent countries. It was here that the Diony- 
sian artists^ the Essenes, and the Kasideans arose. 
From this country also came several members of 
that trading association of masons, which appeared 
in Europe during the dark ages^ ; and we are assur- 

ed. 

* Mr Clinch, who appears not to have been acquainted with 
this fact, supposes that Free Masonry was introduced into 
Europe by means of the Gypsies. Anthologia ICbemica, for 
April 1794, p. 280. There was such an intimate connection 

be- 
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ed, that, notwithstanding the unfaTourable condi- 
tion of that province, there exists, at this day, on 
Mount Libanus, one of these Syriac fraternities*. 
As the order of the Templars, therefore, was origi- 
nally formed in Syria, and existed there for a 
considerable time, it would be no improbable 
supposition that they received their masonic 
knowledge from the lodges in that quarter. But 
we are fortimately in this case not left to conjec- 
ture, for we are expressly informed by a foreign 
authorf , who was well acquainted with the his- 
tory and customs of Syria, that the Knights 
Templars were actually members of the Syriac 
fraternities. ' 

Havino thus compared Free Masonry with 
those secret associations which arose during the 
dark ages ; let us now direct our attention to its 
progress in Britain, after it was extinguished in 
the other kingdoms of Europe. We have already 
seen that a trading fintemity of Free Masons ex- 
isted in Europe during the middle ages ; that 
many special favours were conferred tipon them 
by the Roman See; that they had the exclusive 
privilege of erecting those magmfiooit build- 
ings, which the pride of the church of Rome, 

and 

between Asia and Europe in the time of the Crusades, that 
the customs and manners of the one, must^ in some measure, 
have been transferred to the other. 

* Anthologia Hibemica, April 1794, p. 279. 

4- Adler de Dnisis Montis Libaoi. Rom. 1786. 
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and the misguided zeal of its members, had 
prompted them to rear ; and that several masons 
travelled into Scotland, about the beginning of the 
twelfth century, and imported into that country 
the principles and ceremonies of their order. And 
we had. illustrated several causes which preserved 
this association in Britain after its total dissolution 
on the Continent*. 

That Free Masonry was introduced into Scot- 
land by those architects who built the abbey 
of Kilwinning, is manifest, not only from those 
authentic documents, by which the existence 
of the Kilwinning lodge has been traced back 
as far as the end of the fifteenth century, but 

by 

* Among these, another cause might have been mentioned, 
which, without doubt, operated very powerlblly in the pre>- 
sewation of Free Masonry in Britain. The first lodges in this 
country were certainly composed of foreigners, who, when the 
patronage of the church was withdrawn from them, were pro- 
bably unable, or unwilling, to undergo the danger and expence 
of returning to their homes by sea. The lodges of which they 
undoubtedly were the leading members, would, on this ac- 
count, probably, continue in a more flourishing condition, as 
the foreign members would find it their interest to connect 
themselves with the inhabitants, by the ties of a brother ma- 
son, when they had no claim upon their afiections as fellow 
countrymen. But the case was quite different with the conti- 
nental lodges, which were entirely composed of artists from 
every country on the G>ntinent^ for, when the church of Rome " 
had no farther occadon for their services, they would return 
to their respective homes, and Free Masonry would soon de- 
cay when her supporters were dispersed, and her lodges for- 
saken. 
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by other collateral arguments, which amount al- 
most to a demonstration. In every countrj where 
the temporal and spiritual jurisdiction of the Pope 
was acknowkdged, there was a continual demand^ 
particularly during the twelfth century, for re- 
ligious structures, and consequently for operative 
masons, proportional to the piety of the inhabi- 
tants, and the opulence of their ecclesiastical es- 
taf>lishment; and there was no kingdom in Eu- 
rope where the zeal of the inhabitants for pope- 
ry was more ardent, where the kings and nobles 
were more liberal to the clergy, and where, of 
consequence, the church was more richly en- 
dowed, than in Scotland^. The demand, there- 
fovcy for elegant cathedrals and ingenious artists^ 
must have been proportionably greater than in 
other countries, and that demand could be sup- 
plied only from the trading association on the 
Continent. When we consider, in addition to 
these facts, that this association monopolized the 
building of religious structures in Christendom ; 
we are authorised to conclude, that those nume- 
rous and elegant ruins, which still adorn the vil- 
lages of Scotland, were erected by fi>reign ma- 
sons, who introduced into this island the customs 
of their order f. 

It 

* The churcb possessed above one hiM of the ^opettj in 
the kingdom. Robertson^s History of Scotland, toL i. pp. 137, 
65, 269. 

f It is a curious hct^ that in one of those KMms where 
there is an elegant abbey, which was built in the twelfUi 
century, the author of this history has often heard that it 

was 
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It wa^ probably about this time, also, that Free 
Masonry was introduced into En^nd ; biit whe- 
ther the English received it from the Scotch ma- 
sons at Kilwinning, or from other brethren w}k> 
had arrived from the Continent, there is ih> me- 
thod of determining. The fraternity in Englsmd, 
however, maintain, that St Alban, the Froto- 
Martyr, was the first who brought masonry to 
Britain * ; that the brethren received a charter 
from King Athelstane, and that his brother Ed- 
win summoned all the lodges to meet at York, 
which formed the first Grand Lodge of England f. 
But these are merely assertions, not only incapable 
, of proof from authentic history, but inconsistent^ 
also, with several h^orical events which rest up- 
on undubitable evidence :{;• In support of these 
opinions, indeed, it is alledged, tlmt no other lodge 
has laid claim to greater antiquity tlutn that of 
York, and that its jurisdiction over the othpr lodges 
in England has beeii invariably acknowledged by 
the whole fraternity. But this argmnent only 
proves that York was the birth place gf Free Ma- 
sonry 

wgs erected by a company of indastrious men who spoke in a 
foreign language, and lived separately from the town^s people. 
And stories are still told about their petty quirrels with the 
inhabitants. 

* About the end of the third century. 

f A« D. 9^ Preston*! iUostr^OQs of Masonry, p* 148. 
Sinith's Use and Abuse of Free Masonry, p. 51. Free Ma- 
son's Callendar 1778. 

J See Dr Plot*s Natural History of StaflFordshire, chap. viil. 
pp.316,— 318. 

M2 
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sonrjin England. It brings no additional evidence 
in support of the improbable stories about St Al- 
ban, Athelstane, and Edwin. If the antiquity 
of Free Masonry in Britain can be defended only 
by the forgery of silly and uninteresting stories, it 
does not deserve to be defended at all. Those who 
invent and propagate such tales, do not, surely, 
consider that they bring discredit upon their order 
by the warmth of their zeal ; and that, by support- 
ing what is false, they debar thinking men from 
believing what is true. 

After the establishment of the Kilwinning 
and York lodges, the principles of Free Mason- 
ry were rapidly diffused throughout both king- 
doms, and several lodges were erected in diffe- 
rent parts of the island. As all these derived 
their authority and existence from the two mo- 
ther lodges, they were likewise under their ju- 
risdiction and controul; and when any differ- 
ences arose, which were connected, with the art 
of building, they were referred to the general 
meetings of the fraternity, which were always 
held at Kilwinning and York. In this manner 
did Free Masonry flourish for a while in Britain, 
when it was completely abolished in every part 
of the world. But even here it was doomed to 
suffer a long and serious decline, and tq experi- 
ence those alternate successions of advancement 
^nd decay, which mark the history of every hu- 
man institution. And. though during several cen- 
turies after the importation of Free Masonry in- 
to 
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to BritaiD, the brethren of the order held their 
public assemblies, and were sometimes prohibit- 
ed from meeting by the interference of the legis- 
lature, it can scarcely be said to have attracted 
general attention till the beginning of the seven^ 
teenth century. The causes of this remarkable 
retardation which the progress of masonry expe- 
rienced, it is by no means difficult to discover. 
In consequence of the important privileges which 
the order received from the church of Rome, 
many chose the profession of an architect, which, 
though, at all times, an honourable employment, 
was particularly in the highest request during the 
m^dle ages. On this account, the body of ope- 
rative masons encregsed to 8u<?h a degree, and the 
rage, as well as the necessity of religious edifices, 
ivas so much diminished, that . a more than stuf* 
ficient numbejT of hands could, at any time, be 
procured for supplying the demands of the church, 
and of pious individuals. And, as there was 
now no scarcity of architects, the very reason 
which prompted the church to protect the fi^er^ 
nity, no longer existed ; they, therefore, rwith- 
drew from them that patronage, and those fa- 
vours which they had spontaneously proffered, 
and denied them even the liberty of holding their 
secret assemblies, — the unalienable privilege of 
every free born-community. But these were not 
the only causes which produced such a striking 
change 'm the conduct of the church, to the ma-: 
sonic order. We have already mentioned, that the 
spirit of Free Masonry was hostile to the principles 

of 
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of the church of Rome. The intention of the one 
was to enlighten the mind ; the object and policy 
of the other to retain if in ignorance. When Free 
Mas(mry flourished, the power of the church must 
have decayed. The je^ousy of the latter, there- 
fore, was aroused; and, as the civil power in £ng« 
land and Scotland was almost always in the hands 
of ecclesiastics, the church and the state were 
both combined against the principles and prac- 
tice of Free Masonry *. Along with these causes, 
the domestic and bloody wars, which convulsed 
the two kingdoms from the thirteenth to the 
seventeenth century, conspired, in a great degree, 
to produce that decline of the fraternity for 
which we have been attempting to account. 

But notwithstanding these unfavourable cir- 
cumstances, Free Masonry seems to have flourish- 
ed, and attracted the attention of the public in 
the reign of Henry VI. who, when a minor, as- 
cended the throne of England in 1422. In the 
third year of his reign, indeed, the parliament 
passed a severe act against the fraternity, at the 

insti- 

* As a proof of the hostilltj of the church of Rome to st» 
cret associations which pretended to enlighten the mmd, we 
mentioned (p« 53. supra) its treatment of the Academy of Se- 
crets, instituted in the sixteenth century for the advancement 
of Physical Science. When a local and temporary institution 
drew down the vengeance of the Roman See, what must kav« 
been its conduct to a lodge of masons? A &rther account of 
the Academy of Secrets may be found in Priestley^s History 
«f Vision, vol. %. 
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instigation of Henry Beaufort, Bidiop of 'Win- 
chester, why was then entrusted with the educa« 
tion of the, young Bang. They enacted tha^ 
the masons should no longer hold their chi^en 
and annual assemblies; that those who summon- 
ed such chapters and assemblies should be consi- 
dered as felons; and that those idio resorted to 
them shotdd be fined and imprisoned^* But it 
would appear that this act was nerer put in exe- 
cution ; for, in the year 1429, about five years 
after it was framed, a respectable lodge was held 
at Canterbury, imder the patronage of the Arch- 
bishop himself f. When King Henry was able 
to take into his own hands the goyemment of 
Ins kingdom, and to form an opinion o^^his own 
respecting the use and tendency of the masonic 
fraternity, in order to atone for the rigorous con- 
duct of his Parliament, he not only permitted 
the order to hold their meetings without moles- 
tation, but honoured the lodges by his presence 
as a brother. Before he was initiated, however, 
into the mysteries of the order, he seems to have 
examined, with scrupulous care, the nature of 
the institution, and to have perused the charges 

and 

♦ 3 Henry VI. cap. 1. A. D. 1425, sec Ruffhcad*8 Sta- 
tutes. Dr Plot^s Natural History of Staffordshire, chap. Tiii. 
p. 318. 

f Manuscript Rej^er of WilHam Molart, prior of Can- . 
tedniry. p. 28. entitled, LSuratio generalit Domkt Gulidmi^ 
prions EccJeiia Cbristi Cantuartnsis^ ergafestum natalii Dom^ 
ni 1429* In this Register are mentioned the. names of the 
iMsters, wardens, and other members of the lodge. 
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and regulations of the fraternity, as collected 
from their ancient records. These fects are con- 
tained in a record written in the reign of his 
successor, Edward IV. and confirmed by a manu- 
script in King Henry's own hand-writing, which 
is familiar to every person who has studied the 
history of our order*. This manuscript consists 
of questions and answers concerning the nature 
and tendency of Free Masonry, and seems to be 
the result of the King's examination of some of 
the brethren before he became a member of the 
fraternity. It was first procured from the Bod- 
leian library by the celebrated Mr Lpcke, who 
transmitted it to the Earl of Pembroke, with 
several excellent explanatory notes f . In the title 

of 

* We have hitherto been careful to bring forward no facts 
upon the sole evidence of the records, or the opinions of Free 
Masons^ such evidence, indeed, can never satisfy the minds 
of the uninitiated public. But when .these records contain 
facts, the fabrication of which could be of no service to the 
fraternity, they may, in this case, be entitled to credit y or, 
when facts which do reflect honour upon the order, are 
confirmed by evidence from another quarter, the authorit|^ of 
the record entitles them to a still greater degree of en 
With respect to the facts mentioned in the text, we have 
merely the authority of the record and manuscript alluded i^u, 
but we have proof that there was no collusion in the case 5 fAt 
the record is mentioned in the book of Constitutions by 
Anderson, who.had neither seen nor heard of the manuscript, 

f This manuscript was first printed at Franckfort in 1748, 
and afterwards reprinted in the London and Gentleman^s Ma< 
gazines for 1753. It may be seen in the lives of Leland, 

Heanie 
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of the manuscript, it is said to have been faiths 
fully copied from the hand-writing of King 
Henry VI. by John Leland, antiquarian, who, 
according to Mr Locke, was the celebrated anti- 
quary of that name who lived in the sixteenth 
century, and was appointed by King Henry VIII. 
at the dissolution of monasteries, to search for, and 
save such books as were worthy of preservation. 
As this manuscript was originally printed at 
Frankfort, I was led to enquire what grounds 
there were for beUeving that the explanatory 
notes, and the letter to the * Earl of Pembroke 
which accompany it, were the production of Mi: 
Locke. But I found that this had been uniform- 
ly taken for granted by every writer upon the 
subject, though the circumstance is not mention-^ 
cd in the folio edition of Mr Lookers works* 
The style of the letter, however, and the ac- 
cuteness of the annotations, resemble so much 
that philosopher's manner of writing, and the let-^ 
ter is so descriptive of Mr Locke's real situation at 
the time when it was written, that it is almost im- 
possible to deny their authenticity. In the letted 
itself, which is dated 6th May 1696, Mr Locke 
remarks that he composed the notes for the sake 
of Lady Masham, who was becpme very fond of 
masonry, and that the manuscript had so much 
eTCcited his own curiosity, that he was determin- 
ed 

Hearne, and Wood, 8vo. Oxford, 1772, vol. i. pp. 96, I04» 
Appendix,' No viii.^ in Preston's Illustrations of Masonry, 
p. no. atid in Dermott's Ahiman Rezon, f, xlv 

N 
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ed to enter into the fratenvtj the next time 
he went to London, which, he adds, will be verjr 
soon. Now Mr Locke was at this time residing 
at Oates, the country seat of Sir Francis Mash- 
am, as appears' from one of his letters to Mr 
Molyn^ux, which is dated Oates, March 30th, 
1696 ; and it appears, that he actually went to 
London a short time after the sisth of May; 
for another letter to the same gentleman is dat- 
ed, London, ad July 1696^. Notwithstanding 
these facts, Dr Plot maintains that Free Masonry 
was not patronised by King Henry VI. f and that 
those who have supported a different opinion, were 
ignorant of the laws and chronicles of their own 
country. Dr Plot may have been a good che- 
mist and natural historian, but when our readers 
hear upon what foimdation he has established his 
opinion, they will agree with us in thinking that 
he was a bad logician. He observes, that an act 
was passed in the king's minority, prohibiting all 
general assemblies and chapters of Free Masons, 
tmd that as this act was not repealed till 1562, 
by 5th Elizabeth, cap. 4. it was impossible that 
Free Masonry could be patronised in the same 
reign in which it was prohibited. The fact is, that 
the act was not repealed by 5tfa Elizabeth, cap. 4. 
which does not contain a single wc^ about Free 
Masons. If Dr Plot's argument, therefore, pror 
ves any thing, it would prove that Free Masonry 

has 

• Locke's Works, folio, vol.3. 

f Natural ICstory of Staffordshire, cap. viii. p. 318. 
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has not been patronised-smce the reign 6f Henty 
VL for that act has never yet been repealed. But 
supposing thiit it was repealed, the piohibitory 
statute in Henry's reign might never have been 
put in execution, as very often happens; and Dr 
Plot himself remarfa, that the act 5th Elixa- 
beth was not observed. It is plain, therefore, 
that instead of being impossible, it is highly pro- 
bable that King Henry patronised the fraternity. 
When they were persecuted by his parliaioeilt, he 
was only three, years of age, and could neither ap- 
prove nor disapprove of its sentence; and it was 
very natural, when he came to the years o£ ma- 
turity, that he should undo a deed which his par- 
liament had dishonourably done. 

While Free Ma^nry was flourishing in Eng- 
land under the auspices of Henry VL it was at 
the same time patronised, in the sister kingdom, 
by King James L By the authority of this mo- 
narch, every Grand-Master who was chosen by the 
brethren, cither from the nobiUty or clergy, and 
a;pproved of by the crown, was entitled to an an- 
nual revenue of four pounds Scots from each mas- 
ter mason, and likewise to a fee at the imtiation of 
every new member. He was empowered to ad- 
just any differences that might arise among the 
brethren, and to regulate those affairs, connected 
with the fraternity, which it was improper to bring 
under the cognizance of the courts of law. The 
Grand-Master, also, appointed deputies or wardens, 
N 2 who 
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who resided in the chief towns of Scotland, and 
managed the concerns of the order, when it waj 
inconvenient to appeal to the Grand-Master him- 
self^. 

In the reign of James II. Free Masonry was by 
no means negle<?ted. The office of Grand Mas^. 
ter was granted by the crown to William St Clair, 
Earl of Orkney and Caithness, Baron of Roslin, 
and founder of the much admired chapel of 
Roslin. On account of the attention which this 
nobleman paid to the interests of the order, and 
the rapid propagation of the royal art under his 
administration, King James II. made the office 
of Grand-Master hereditary to his heirs and suc- 
cessors, in the barony of Roslin ; in which fami- 
ly it continued till the institution of the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland. The Barons of Roslin, as he-» 
rcditary Grand-Masters of Scotland, held their 
principal annual meetings at Kilwinning, the 
birth place of Scotish Masonry, while the lodge 
of that Tillage granted constitutions, and charters 
of erection to those brethren of the order, who were 
anxious that regular lodges should be formed in 
different parts of the kingdom. These lodges 
all held of the lodge of Kilwinning; and, in to- 
ken of their respect and submission, joined to 
their own name, that of their mother lodge, from 
whom they derived their existence as a corpora- 
fionf, 

PURINQ 

• Sec Appendix, No II. 

f Such as Canongate Kilwinnbg, &c. 
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During the succeeding reigns of the' &:otish 
monarchs, Free Masonry «till flourished, though 
very Kttle information cah be procured respect- 
ing the particular state of the fraternity. In the 
Privy Seal book of Scotland, however, there is a let- 
ter dated at Holyroodhouse, 25th September 1590, 
and granted by King James VI, " to Patrick Cop 
** land of Udaught, for using and exercising the 
*' office of Wardanrie over the art and craft of ma- 
** sonrie, over all the boundis of Aberdeen, Banff, 
" and Kincardine, to had wardan and justice 
" courts within the said boundis, and there to 
" minister justice*." This letter confirms what 
has already been said concerning the «tatc of ma- 
sonry in Scotland, It proves beyond dispute, that 
the Kings of Scotland nominated the office-bear- 
ers of the order; that these provincial masters, or 
wardens, as they were then called, administered 
justice in every dispute which concerned the 
** art and craft of masonrie ;" that lodges were 
established in all parts of Scotland, even in those 
remote, and, at that time, uncivilized countiies of 
Aberdeen, Band, and Kincardine ; and it com- 
pletely overturns the unfounded assertion of Dr 
Robison, who maint^nsf, that the celebrated 
antiquary Elias Ashmole, who was initiated in 
1646, is the only distinct and unequivocal instance 
of a person being admitted into the fraternity 
who was nqt an architect by profession. 

* Privy Seal Book of Scotland, 61. F. 47. 
f Proofs of a Conspiracy, p. 2i, 
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Thx' mihutcs of St Mary's chapel, whkh is the 
iiideac lodge in Edinbitrgh, extend as far back as 
the year 1598; but a8 they cootaiji only the ordi- 
nary procaelings of the lodge, we can derire from 
them no particular infarmation respecting th*e 
costoms and conditkm erf the fraternity. It ap- 
pears, however, from these miniLtes, that Thomas 
Boswell, Esq. of Auchinleck, was made a warden 
ei the lodge in the year 1600; and that the Hon- 
oumbie Robert Moray, Quartermaster-General 
to the army in Scotland, was created a master 
mason in 1641. These facts are deserving of no- 
tice, as they show, in opposition to Dr Robison, 
that persons were early admitted into the order, 
who were not architects by profession. 

W»£K James VI. ascended the throne of Eng* 
body he seems to have neglected his right of 
nominating the office-bearers of the craft. In 
Ba^^s BifonuBcript in the Advocates* Library, there 
aie two charterB granted by the Scotish masons, 
^pointing the Sinclairs of Roslin their heredita- 
ry Grand^Masters* The first of these is without 
a date, but signed by several n>asons who appoint 
William St Clair of Roshn, his heirs and succes- 
sors, their *• patrons Jlnd judges *.*' The other is, in 
9omt measure, a ratification of the first, and dated 
1630, in which they appoint Sir WilKam St Ckir 
of Roslin, hi» heirs and successors, to be their ♦* pa- 
*' trons, protectors, and overseers, in all time com- 

ing. 

* See Appendix No I. 
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ing*." In the first of these deeds, i^ch seems to 
have been written a little after the iii:u<m of the 
crowns, it is stated, that the want of a protector, 
for some years, had engendered many conru{>tioii8 
among the masons, and had considerably retarded 
the progress.of the craft ; and t^mt the appointmeik 
of William Sinclair, £sq« was, with the adrke and 
consent of William Shaw, Master of Work to his 
Majesty. After presiding over the order for many 
years, William St Clair \Y6nt to Ireland, where 
he continue a considerafale time; and, in coose* 
quence of his departure, the second charter was 
granted to his son Sir William St Clair, investing 
him with the same powers which his father en*- 
joyed. It deserves also to be remained, that in both 
these deeds, the appointment of William Sinclair, 
Earl of Orkney BXtd. Caithness, to the office of 
Grand Master, by James 11. of Scotland, is ^oken 
of as a fact well known, and \mrvecsally admit-* 
ted. Tliese observations will set in a clear point 
of view what must hitherto have appeared a 
great inconsistency in llie History of Scodsh 
Masonry. In the deed by which William Sin^ 
clair, £sq4.of Roslin, resigned the office of he^ 
reditary Grand-Master in 1736, it is stated dmt 
his ancestors, WilHam and Sir William St Glair 
of Roslin, were constituted patrons of the frata:-* 
nity by the Scotish Masons themsebresf ; while 
it is well known, that the grant of hereditary 

Grand 
• See Appendix No IL 

f This deed of resignation is inserted at full length ia the 
second part of this work. 
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Grand-Master was originally made by James II. 
of Scotland, to their ancestor, William Sinclair, 
Earl of Orkney and Caithness. But, when we 
consider that James VI. by not exercising his 
power, virtually transferred to the craft the right 
of electing their office-bearers, the inconsistency 
vanishes ; for Mr Sinclair and his predecessors, 
as far back as the date of these charters, held 
their office by the appointment of the fraternity 
itself. Lest any of Mr; Sinclair's posterity, how- 
ever, might, after his resignation, lay claim to the 
office of Grand-Master, upon the pretence that this 
office was bequeathed to them by the grant of 
James II. to the Earl of Caithness and his heirs; 
he renounces not only the right to the office 
which he derived from the brethren, but any 
right also, which, as a descendant of the Earl of 
Caithness, he might claim from the grants of the 
Scotish monarchs. 

NoTWiTHSTANDiNo thosc civil commotions 
which disturbed Britain in the seventeenth cen- 
tury, Free Masonry flourished in Scotland, «n. 
der the auspices of the Sinclairs of Roslin. No 
particular event, however, which is worthy of 
notice, occurred during that time, or even dur- 
ing the remainder of the century. The annual 
assemblies of the fraternity, were still held at Kil- 
winning, and many charters and constitutions 
were granted by the lodge of that village, for the 
erection of lodges in different parts of the king- 
dom. 
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In die year 1736, William St Clair of Roslin, 
£sq« who was then Grand^Master of Scotland^ 
was under the necessity of disponing his estate^ 
and, as he had no children of his own, he was 
anxious that the office of Grand-Master should 
not he vacant at his death. Having, therefore, 
assembled the Edinburgh and neighbouring 
lodges, he represented to them the utility that 
would accrue to the order, by having a gentleman 
or nobleman, of their own choice, as Grand-Mas* 
ter of Masonry in Scotland ; and, at the same 
time, intimated his intention to resign into the 
hands of the brethren, every title to that office 
which he at present possessed, or which his succes- 
sors might claim from the grants of the Scotish 
King|s, and the kindness of the fraternity. In 
consequence of this representation, circular let- 
ters were dispatched to all the lodges of Scot- 
land, inviting them to appear, either by them^* 
selves or proxies, on next St Andrew's day, to 
concur and assist in the election of a Grand- 
Master. When that day arrived, about thirty- 
two lodges appeared by themselves or proxies, and, 
after receiving the deed of resignation from Wil^ 
liam Sinclair, Esq. proceeded to the election of 
another Grand-'Master; when,. on account of the 
fMl which William Sinclair, Esq. of Roslin had 
always shown for the honour and prosperity of 
the order, he was imanimously elected to that 
high office, and proclaimed Grand-Master Mason 
of all Scotland. Thus was the Grand Lodge of 
O Scot. 
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Scotland instituted, whose futui:e history will form 
the Second Part of thi& work. 

We have already brought down the history of 
liiasonry m England to the end^ nearly, of the 
fifteenth century. During the whole of the six- 
teenth, and the beginning of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, no events occurred which can be inserted in a 
general history of the order. The k>dges conti- 
nued to^ meet, but seem neither to have attracted 
the notice^ nor excited the displeasure of the le- 
gislature. ' 

During the civil wars, however, between the 
King and the Parliament, the fraternity appears to 
have been bettei* known ; and many were initi- 
ated into its mysteries, who were equally distin- 
guished by their literary talents, and their rank 
in life. Elias Ashmole informs us, that be and 
Colonel Mainwaring were admitted into tlie order 
at Warrington, in October 1645*. This gentle- ' 
man was the celebrated antiquarian who founded 
the Ashmolean museum at Oxford. His attach- 
ment to the fraternity is evident from his dili*' 
gent enquiries into its origin and history, and bis 
long and frequent attendance upon its meetings f. 
Charles II. too, .was a member of the fraternity, 
and frequently honoured the lodges with his pre- 
sence |. From this feet, chiefly, Dr Robison as- 
'■■'•"' ' ' - serts, 

*♦ Ashmolc's Diary, p. 15. . , f Id. p. 66. 

J Proofs of » Conspiracy, p. 22. 
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serts, th^t Free Masomy wfu cmfk^ed by t;lfe 
royalists for promoting tlie caase of thetr sove- 
reign, and that the ritual- of the master's degree 
seems to fa^ve been formed, or twUtfd Irom it3 
original institution, in order to swnd the poUticai 
principles of tlie candidat^^. The -^ti^lined aiid 
fanciful analogy by which thiS'Opinioii is i^{k|>port* 
ed, is perhaps one of* the mpst striki9|^ i^^s^Qoes 
that cooU be adduced to «how, I9 Wha4; pti$rUe 
argument$ the most learned will resott^owheq 
ea^ged in the defel^e of a bad cau^e^ .;6i^( 
though Dr Robison m^qtains, that tall wh^ wit^ 
nessed the ceremctties of the master'^ degree:4ur-* 
ing the civil wass, could not fkil.tP s)9)w,.by theii? 
countenances, ta what party they beionged, y^ 
be observes^ in another part :of his. worK that 
the symbols of masoni^ seemed to be .e<nally $us4 
ceptible of every interpretation, aAd that m^t ^ 
these were entitled to any decided preleoenGe/t. 
For such incon^enccs as thesie:w^ kave oUf 
readers to account. 

ANopinionof an oppogkc naturc,tlKmghf equally 
extravagant, has been maintained by Fivati^ and 
the author of ^ Frifte Masoifry Examined." Thew 
writers assert^ that Free Masonry originated in the 
time of the English commonwealth/; that Olive? 
Cromwell was its invbntor; tiiat the level wa^ the 

•it' symbol 

♦ Proofe of a ConapiTScf, p. &!• ' 
f ,Id. p. 99. :*r 

J Pivati Art. Liberi Muratori auvero Francs Masons Vc* 
Dczia, quoted by Mr Clinch. 

O?, 
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rimibol of republican equality ; and that the other 
signs and ceremonies were merely arbitrary, and 
formed for concealing their political designs. It 
would be ridiculous to enter into a serious refu- 
tation of such opinions as these, which are found- 
ed on the most unpardonable ignorance. That 
Free Masonry existed before the time of Crom^ 
well is as capable of demonstration, as that Crom- 
well himself ever existed. It is really entertain- 
ing to observe, what inconsistent and opposite 
opinions are formed upon the same subject. Ac- 
cording to one writeir, Free Masonry was invent- 
ed and employed by the adherents of the King ; 
according to another^ it was devised by the 
friends of the Parliament. In the opinion of 
some, it originated among the Jesuits, who used 
it for the promotion of their spiritual tyranny 
and superstition ; while others maintain, that it 
arose among a number of unprincipled sceptics, 
who employed it for destroying the spiritual ty- 
ranny and superstition of the Jesuits ! 

It was about this time, according to Dr Ro- ' 
bison, that Free Masonry was introduced among 
the continental kingdoms. After James II. of 
England had abdicated the throne, and taken re- 
fuge in France with several of his adherents, it 
is probable that they would communicate addi- 
tional spirit to the French lodges ; but that the 
^glish refugees were the first who exported ma- 
sQprjr from Britain, or that they employed it 

for 
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for re^estaUisbing the Stuart family on the Engr 
lish throne, it is impossibk to prove. Such as- 
sertions Dr Robison has not only haiarded, but 
has employed them abo as the foundation of de- 
famatory conclusions, without adducing a single 
proof in their support. Notwithstanding the dif- 
ficulty, however, of determining the precise pe- 
riod when the principles of Free Masonry were im- 
ported into France, it is manifest, from the univer- 
sal consent of the continental lodges, that it was of 
British origin; arid it is more than probable, that 
the French received it from Scotland about the 
middle of the sixteenth century, during the mi- 
nority of Queep Mary. It is well known, that 
there w^ at that time a freer intercourse between 
Scotland and France than at any other period. 
Wbiry Queen of Scots was then married to the heir- 
apparent of France; and Mary of Guise, sister to 
the French King, was at the same time Regent of 
Scotland. In consequence of this intimate con- 
necti(Hi between the two kingdoms, French troops 
were sent to the assistance of the Scots, who, hav- 
ing resided m^ny years in the kingdom, and being 
habituated to the manners and customs of their 
alliens, would naturally carry along with them in- 
to their native country, those custom^ which af- 
forded them pleasure ; and none we know could 
be more congenial to the taste and dispositions 
of Frenchmen, than the ceremonial observances 
of Free Masonry. But it is not upon these con- 
liderations merely that our opinion depends. It 

receives 
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receives ample confirmation from a fact, of which 
Dt RobisoQ fieems to have been totally, ignorant* 
In the year 1645, a particular jurisdiction for 
masons, called Ma^onnerie, or Masonry, was esta* 
blished in France. All differences which related 
to the art of bailding, were decided by particu- 
lar judges who were called Overseers of the Art 
of Masonry ; and several counsellors were appoint* 
cd for pleading the causes, whiph were referred to 
their decision^. This institution has such a ink- 
ing resemblance to the warden courts which ex- 
isted in Scotland in the sixteenth centuryf , that 
it must have derived its origin from these. In 
both of them, those causes only were decided 
which related to masonry, and over;seers were cho* 
sen im both for bringing these causes to a dec^ion{« 
But as similar tribunals were held in no other part 
of the world, and as the warden courts were first 
established in Scotland, it is almost certain, that 
the French borrowed from the Scots the idea of 
their masonic tribunal, as well as Frdb Masonry it- 
self 

• Ma^ormerie est aussi k nom d'unc jurisdiction particuli- 
^re pour les masons : £lle se tient au palais ^ Paris, et les ap- 
pellations sont port6cs au parlcment : cctte jurisdiction a M 
etablie en 1645* Ceux qui Pexercent sont appellee Generaux 
des Oeuvres de Ma^onnerie de France. lis connoissent de dif- 
ferends entre les osuvriers concemant le fait des batimonts. 
loL ma^onnerie a des procureurs particulieres, diiFerens de 
ceux de parlcment, qui cependant peuvcnt y plaider. Die*- 
tionnaire de Trevoux, voJ, 5. p. 23. 

f See p. 101, sufira, 
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self^ at that particular period when there was 
such a free communication between the two king- 
doms. That the French received Free Masonry 
from Scotland, may be presumed also from the 
singular pre-eminence which was always given by 
fweigners to Scotish Masonry, and from the de- 
gree of Chevalier Mafon Ecossoisj which, as a 
mark of respect to Scotland, the French had ad- 
ded to the three symbolical degrees of masonry, 
about the beginning of the eighteenth century, 
Had Free Masonry not been introduced into 
France till after the revolution in 1688, as Dr 
RobijMHi affirms, it is wonderful how such a fact 
should have been so quickly forgotten; for it was 
unknown about thirty or forty years afterwards, 
at what period the French received it from 
Britain ; and, if the exiled family had employ- 
ed Free Masonry for overturning the Hano- 
verian succession, it is still more strange that 
such a circumstance shouM be unknown in a 
country, where concealment was certainly unne- 
cessary. When any new custom is introduced 
into a nation, the time of its introduction may 
be remembered for seventy or eighty years by 
one individual, without being ccmimitted to writ- 
ing; and, though it be not of sufficient importance, 
tradition will preserve it from oblivion for a much 
greater length of time. If Free Masonry, there* 
fore, never existed in" France till after the revcW 
lution in 1668, is it not fltbsurd to suppose, thai 
the period.when such a singVikr* institution warf 

esta- 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 
"^- 



112 THE HISTORY Of 

established^ shoiild be utterly forgotten at the 
distance of thirty or forty years from its establish- 
ment, though, during that time, it was never per* 
secutedby the French government? 

But, at whatever period, and from whatever 
source Free Masonry was introduced into France, 
it assumed there a very remarkable fomu The at- 
tachment of that people to innovation and external 
finery, produced the most imwarrantable altera- 
tions upon the principles and ceremonies of the or- 
der. A number of new degrees were created; the 
office-bearers of the craft were arrayed in the most 
splendid and costly attire ; knd the lodges were 
transformed into lecturing rooms^ where the wiser 
brethren sported the most extravagant opini- 
ons, discussed the abstrusest questions in theo- 
logy and political economy, and broached opi- 
nions which were certainly hostile to true reli- 
gion and sound government. In the other coun- 
tries of the continent, similar innovations, in a 
greater or less degree, prevailed, while the British 
lodges preserved the principles of the craft in 
their primitive simphcity and excellence. Such 
dangerous innovations have not the smallest con- 
nection with the principles of Free Masonry. 
They are unnatural excrescences formed by a 
warm imagination, and fostered by the interfer- 
ence of designing men. Those who reprehend 
Free Masonry, therefcwre, for the changes which 
St underwent in the hands of foreigners, may 

throw 
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throw equal blame upon religion, because it has 
been a cloak for licentiousness and hypocrisy ; or, 
upon science, because it has been converted into 
an instrument of iniquity. The changes of which 
we have been treating, arose altogether from the 
political condition of the countries where they 
were made. In France, and the other kingdoms 
of Europe, where popery was the ecclesiastical 
establishment, or where absolute power was in 
the hands of their monarchs, the most slavish re- 
straints were imposed upon the conduct, and con- 
versation of the people. None durst utter his ovra 
sentiments, or converse upon such metaphysical 
subjects as militated against the theology and poli- 
tics of the times. Under such restraints,speculative 
men, in particular, were highly dissatisfied: Those 
powers which heaven had bestowed, and on the ex- 
ercise of which their happiness depended, were fet- 
tered by human laws ; and that liberty of s,peech re- 
strained, which tyranny had no right to controuU 
For these reasons, the lodges were frequented by 
men of philosophical habits, who eagerly embra- 
ced an opportunity of declaring their sentiments, 
and discussing the favourite objects of their stu- 
dy, without dreading the threats of government, 
or the tortures of the Inqviisition. In this view, 
the lodges may be compared to little republics, 
enjoying the rational liberties of Jiuman nature, 
in the midst of an extensive empire, enslaved by 
despotism and superstition. In the couirse of 
time, however, that liberty was abused, and doc- 

P trines 
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trines were propagated in the French and Ger- 
man lodges, which it is the duty and policy of 
every government to discover and suppress. But 
these corruptions had, by no means, a necessary 
connection with Free Masonry : They arose whol- 
ly from the political condition of the continental 
kingdoms. In Britain, where the order subsisted 
much longer tlian in any other country, its his^ 
tory is stained by no glaring corruptions, or oflfen- 
sive innovations ; more attention was paid to the 
intrinsic value of the order, than to its external 
observances ; and thft British lodges had a greats 
er resemblance to charitable meetings, than to 
pompous and splendid assemblies. Blessed with 
a free constitution, and allowed every innocent 
liberty of our nature, we can divulge our senti- 
ments with the greatest freedom, we can mark 
even the errors of administration without any to 
inake us afraid. In such circumstances, Britons 
are under no temptation to introduce into the 
lodges religious and political discussions. The 
liberty of the press enables them to give the wid- 
est circulation to their opinions, however new or 
extravagant ; and they are liable to no punishment, 
by publicly attacking the established religion of 
their country. The British lodges, therefore, have 
retained their primitive purity; they have been 
employed in no sinister cause; they have har- 
boured in their bosom neither traitors, nor athe- 
Jsts, nor I^rench philosophers. 

While 
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While the French were busily engaged in the 
decoration of their lodges, and in the invention 
of new degrees and trifling ceremonies, the ma- 
sons in England were more wisely employed in 
extending the boundaries of the royal art. About 
the beginning of the eighteenth century, during 
the reign of Queen Anne, Free Masonry seems 
to have rapidly declined in the South of Eng- 
land. Four lodges only existed in the south, and 
few hopes could be entertained of a revival, while 
the seat of the grand lodge was at such a distance 
as the city of York. In such circumstances^ the 
four lodges met in 1717, and, in order to give 
vigour to their declining cause, and advance the 
interests of the fraternity in the south, they elect- 
ed themselves into a Grand Lodge, and chose An- 
thony Saycr, Esq. for their first Grand-Master. 
Thus was instituted the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land, which has now attained to such a pitch of 
prosperity and splendour. The motive which 
suggested this institution, was certainly laudable 
and useful ; but every person must be aware, 
that the four lodges were guilty of a considerable 
impropriety in omitting to request the counte- 
nance of the Grand Lodge of York. Notwith- 
standing this negligence, the greatest harmony 
subsisted between the two Grand Lodges till 
1734; and under the auspices of both, the order 
flourished in every part of the kingdom, but parti- 
cularly in the South of England, where it had for- 
P 2 merly 
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merly been in such a languishing condition. In 
the year 1734, however, the Grand Lodge of 
England having granted constitutions to lodges 
within the district of York, without the consent 
of theit Grand Lodge, incurred to such a degree 
the displeasure of the York- masons, that the 
friendly intercourse which had formerly subsist- 
ed between them, was completely broken off, and 
the prosperity of the one was always viewed by 
the other with a suspicious eye. In 1739, also, 
some trifling innovations upon the ancient cus- 
toms of the order, having been imprudently sanc- 
tioned by the Grand Lodge of England, several 
of the old London masons were highly offended, 
and, after seceding from the Grand Lodge, and 
pretending to act under the York constitution, 
they gave themselves the appellation o£ Anci- 
ent MasonSj while they attached to those con- 
nected with the Grand Lodge the odious appel- 
lation of Modems, who, in their opinion, never 
existed till the year 1717. The ancient masons, 
after their secession, continued to hold their 
meetings, without acknowledging a superior, till 
the year 1772, when they chose, for their Grand- 
Master, the Duke of Athol, who was then Grand- 
Master Elect for Scotland. Since that period, 
both the Grand Lodges of England have attain- 
ed to a high degree of prosperity ; but such is 
their mutual antipathy, that the members of the 
one have no correspondence or communion with 
those of the other. The Irish and Scotish masons, 

how- 
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however, who seem rather to fevour the Ancients, 
liold communion with both the Grand Lodges, 
and are allowed to be present at all their meet- 
ings. It is much to be regretted, that such res- 
pectable bodies as the two Grand Lodges of Eng- 
land, should retard the progress of masonry by 
their mutual jealousies and dissensions. Schisms 
in societies generally arise from misconduct on 
both sides, which was certainly the case in the 
schism under consideration. The Moderas un- 
doubtedly departed from their usual caution and 
propriety of conduct, by authorising the slightest 
innovations upon the ceremonies of an ancient 
institution. But the Ancients have been guilty 
of a greater impropriety by being the active pro- 
moters of the schism ; and still more, by holding 
up the Moderns to the ridicule of the public. If 
these errors, however, were mutually acknowledg- 
ed, and buried in oblivion, that breach woxild 
soon be repaired which has so long separated the 
two lodges, and which the Scotish and Irish ma- 
sons have always regarded with pity and indig- 
nation*. 

After 

* Much injury has been done to the cause of the ancient 
masons, by a book, intitled ^nman Re%on^ written by one 
Dermott, their secretary. The unfairness with which he has 
stated the proceedings of the Modems, the bitterness with 
which he treats them, and the quackery and vain glory with 
which he displays his own pretensions to superior knowledge, 
deserve to be reprobated by every class of masons who are 
anxious for the purity of thck order, and the preservation of 

that 
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Aftxr the institution of the Grand Lodge of 
England in 1717, Free Masonry assumed a bold^ 
er and a more independent aspect. It was no long- 
er confined to the British Isles, or to the capital 
of France, but was destined to irradiate every por- 
tion of the globe ; and, while the Grand Lodges 
of Scotland and England contemplated with plea- 
sure the propagation of the royal art, their di- 
ligence was fiilly rewarded by the gratitude and 
liberality of the foreign lodges, for the gift which 
they received. 

In the year 1729, Free Masonry was introdu- 
ced into the East Indies; and, in a short time 
after, a provincial Grand-Master was appointed 
to superintend the lodges in that quarter. In 
J 730, the Grand Lodge of Ireland was institut- 
ed ; lodges were erected in different parts of 
America; and a provincial deputation granted 
to Monsieur Thuanus, for the circle of Lower 
Saxony. A patent was sent from England in 
1 73 1, to erect a lodge at the Hague, in which 
Francis Stephen, Duke of Lorrain, and after- 
wards Emperor of Germany, was initiated into 
the order ; and provincial Grand-Masters were 
appointed for Russia, and Andalusia, in Spain. 

In 

that charity and mildness which ought to characterise all their 
proceedings. The candour and fairness with which this deli- 
cate subject is treated by Mr Preston, in his Illustrations of 
Masonry, merit the highest encomiums. 
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In 1736, lodges were erected at Cape Coast, iri 
Africa, and at Geneva; and provincial deputations 
were granted for Upper Saxony and the Ameri- 
can Islands. In 1738, a lodge was instituted at 
Brunswick, under the patronage of the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland, in which the late King of 
Prussia was initiated, when Prince Royal. His Ma* 
jesty was so pleased with the maxims and cere- 
monies of the order, that he, ever afterwards, 
was its most zealous partizan, and requested even 
that a lodge should be established in the capital 
of his own dominions. In this lodge many of 
the German Princes were initiated, who after- 
wards filled the office of Grand-Master, with much 
honour to themselves, and advantage to the fra- 
ternity* 

But while Free Masonry flourished in these 
different parts of the world, and in many other 
places which it woxild be tedious to enumerate, 
it was doomed to undergo a variety of persecu- 
tions from the unfounded jealousies of a few despo- 
tic rulers, and the deep-rooted superstition of a few 
Catholic priests. These persecutions took thejr 
rise in Holland in the year 1735, The States 
General were alarmed at the rapid increase of Free 
Masons, who held their meetings in ^ery town 
under their government ; and as they qoulcf not 
believe that architecture and brotherly love wee 
their only objects, they resolved to discounte- 
nance their proceedings. In consequence of this 

deter- 
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determination, an edict was issued by govern- 
ment, stating, that though they had discovered 
nothing in the practices of the fraternity, either 
injurious to the interests of the republic, or con- 
trary to the character of good citizens ; yet, in 
order to prevent any bad consequences which 
might ensue from such associations, they deem- 
ed it prudent to abolish the assemblies of Free 
Masons. Notwithstanding this prohibition, a res- 
pectable lodge having continued to meet private- 
ly at Amsterdam, intelligence was communicat- 
ed to the magistrates, who arrested all the mem- 
bers, and brought them to the Court of Jus- 
tice. Before this tribunal, in presence of all the 
magistrates of the city, the masters and war- 
dens boldly defended themselves ; and declared, 
upon oath, that they were loyal subjects, faith- 
ful to their religion, and zealous for the interests 
of their country ; that Free Masonry was an in- 
stitution venerable in itself, and useful to society; 
and that though they could not reveal the secrets 
and ceremonies of their order, they would assure 
them that they were contrary to the laws nei- 
ther of God nor man, and that they would willing- 
ly admit into their order any individual in whom 
the magistrates could confide, and from whom 
they might receive such information, as would 
Satifyv a reasonable mind. In consequence of 
these decliarations, the brethren were dismissed, 
and the town-secretary requested to become a 
mCinber of the fraternity: After initiation he re 
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turned to the court of justice, and gave such a 
favourable account of the principles and prac- 
tice of the society, tliat all the magistrates be- 
came brethren df the brd^r, and zealous patrons 
of Free Masonry. 

After Free Masonry had thus honourably tri- 
umphed over her persecutors in Holland, she 
had to contend in France with prejudices, equally 
inveterate, though less impregnable. Although 
many persons of distinction defended the frater- 
nity, and expostulated with the court, on the im- 
propriety of severe measures, their assemblies 
were abolished in 1737, under the common pre- 
tence, that beneath their inviolable secrets, they 
might cover some dreadful design, hostile to reli- 
gion, and dangerous to the kingdom. But when 
these ebullitions of party spirit and private malice 
had subsided, the prohibition of government was 
gradually forgotten, and the fraternity in France 
recovered their former prosperity and splendour. 

In Germany, too, the tranquillity of the order 
was interrupted by the malice of some ignorant 
i^omen. The curiosity of the female sex is pro- 
verbial : A few German ladies, who possessed a 
greater share of this commodity than is necessary 
for shining in a drawing-iroom conversation, wre 
anxious to discover the secrets o£ Free Masonry. 
Having been balBed in all their attempts, upon 
the fickleness of their husbands, and the fondness 
of their admirers, they converted their curiosity 
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into revenge, and attempted to inflame th* mind 
of Maria Theresa, the Empress Queen, against 
the lodges, in Vienna. Their attempt was in 
some measure successful, as t]iey persuaded her 
to issue an order for surprising all the masons 
in the city, when assembled in their lodges. 
This plan, however, was frustrated by the inter- 
vention of the Emperor Joseph L who being 
himself a mason, declared his readiness to an«- 
swer for their conduct ; and showed the ladies and 
their friends, that the charges which they had 
brought against the order Were false and defama^ 
tory. 

When the flame of persecution is once kin» 
died, its devastati<»i$ tre seldom confined to the 
country where it originated. The example rf 
one nation is urged as an excuse for the conduct 
of another ; and, like the storm on the sandy 
desert, its effects are ruinous in proportion to 
its progress. In Holland and France, the hostib^ 
ty of the legislature against Free Masonry was in 
a short time disarmed. But, when the flame reach- 
ed the ecclesiastical states of Italy, it bsoke out 
with more ungovernable rage,-^ts effects wera 
more cruel, and its duration more lengthened. 
In the year 1738, a formidable bull was thun- 
dered from the conclave, not only against Free 
Masons themselves, but against all those who 
promoted or favoured their cause,— -*who giive them 
the smallest countenance or advice, or who were, 
if) $iny respect, connected With a set of men 

who, 
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who, in the opinion of bis Holiness, were enemies 
to the tranqmllity of the state, and hostile to the 
^ritual interests of souls. Notwithstanding the 
severity of this bull, which threatens excofjsimu- 
nication to every offender, no particular charge, 
either of a moral ' or political nature, is brought 
against a single individual of the order. It is 
merely stated, that the fraternity had spread far and 
wide, and were daily increasing; that they admit- 
ted men of every religion into their society, and 
that they bound their members by oath, to pre- 
serve with inviolable secrecy, the mysteries of their 
orden These circumstances, indeed, were suf- 
ficient grounds for exciting the church oi Rome 
to oppoae a system, so contrary to tlieir supersti- 
tious and contracted views, in religion and govem- 
latient. 

This bull was followed by an edict, dated 14th 
January 1739, containing sentiments equally bi- 
gbtted, and enactments equally severe. The ser- 
vitude of the gallies, the tortures of the rack, and 
a fine of a thousand crowns in gold, were threat- 
ened to persons of every description who were 
daring enough to breathe the infectious air of a 
masonic assembly. 

About a month after this edict was issued, a 
decree was emitted by his Holiness, condemning 
a'French book, entitled an Apology for the So- 
ciety of Free Masons, and ordering it to be burnt 
Qjz by 
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by the ministers of justice, in one of the most fre- 
quented streets of Rome. Did his HoUness ima- 
gine, that by purloining a grain from a mi^zine of 
gun-powder, the explosion would be less tremen- 
dous? or, that by consuming a single copy of a 
trifling tract, he could oppress its circulation, re- 
strain the inclinations and energies of the mind, 
and blunt those social and benevolent a&ctions, 
which unite by an indissoluble tie the members of 
a society. 

Where Christians, Jews, and Turks, and Pdgans stand, 
One blended throng, one undistinguished band. ^ 

In consequence of these enactments at Rome, 
the CathoUc clergymen of Holland attempted, in 
the year 1740, to enforce obedience to the com- 
mands of their superiors. It was customary among 
the divines of that country to examine the re- 
ligious qualifications of those, who requested a 
certificate to receive the holy sacrament. Tak- 
ing advantage of their spiritual power, they con- 
cluded their examination of the candidates, by 
asking if they were Free Masons : If they were, 
the certificate was refused, and they were expell- 
ed for ever from the communion-table. After the 
priests had exerted their authority in the expul- 
sion of several respectable characters, the sub- 
ject excited general attention ; and when many 
pamphlets had been published in defence of both 
parties, the States General interfered, and prohi 
bited the clergy from asking questions that were 

imcon-f 
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unconnected with' the religious character of the 
individual. 

Several Free Masons of distinction in Ger- 
many, though steady friends to the church of 
Rome, disapproved highly of its proceedings 
against the fraternity, and were anxious to pre- 
serve the order from that ruin to which it was 
fast approaching. In order to effect this, they in- 
stituted a new association, formed upon the same 
principles, and proposing to itself the same object 
as Free Masonry. The members were denominat- 
ed Mopses, from the German word mops^ denot- 
ing a young mastiff, which was deemed a proper 
emblem of the mutual fidelity and attachment of 
the brethren. But that they might preserve the 
mysteries of Free Masonry from those members 
of the new association who were riot masons, they 
rejected from their ritual all the masonic cere- 
monies, words, and signs. And that they might 
escape the vengeance of the Roman church, .they 
softened all those parts of the institution which 
had a tendency to give offence to narrow and su- 
perstitious minds. Instead, therefore, of bind- 
ing the members by an oath, they took their 
word of honour, that they would never reveal 
the mysteries and ceremonies of the order. It is 
well knowii to every person acquainted with the 
History of Masonry, that the exclusion of ladies 
has been a fertile source of calumny against the 
brethren. It was supposed that actions were per- 
formed 
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fenned in the lodges inconsUleht with the dcli« 
cacy of the female sex ; and, as in the case of 
the- Templars, that the most unnatural crimes 
were perpetrated and authorised. In order to 
avoid this ground of defatnation, the Mopse$ ad^ 
mitted women into their lodges, who were allow* 
ed to hold any office, except that of Grmnd* 
Mopse. The association of the Mopses Were pa* 
tronixed by some of the most illustrious charac* 
ters in Germany ; the lodges consisted of the 
moat respectable members of the community, 
and several of the Princes of the Empire were 
Grand-Masters of their order. The admiasioa of 
protestants <x heretics into the mason lodges in 
catholic countries gave great ofience to the 
church <^ Rome, and was one of the causes 
which prompted the severity of their proceed- 
ings. Aware of this circumstance, the Mopses 
resolved to initiate none into their mysteries hvt 
the steady friends of the catholic communion. 
This, however, was merely a pretence to deceive 
his Holiness, for they admitted into their ord^r, 
without the smallest scruple, men of every reli- 
gion and every country. 

As the bulls of the Pope had no authority in 
Switzerland^ Free Masonry flourished in that re- 
public till the year 1745, when a most unaccount- 
able edict was issued by the council of Berne, 
prohibiting under the severest penalties, the as- 
semblies of Free Masons. No reason is assigned 
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by the council fiw: thcdr conduct ; no charges arc 
advanced against any of the brethren* The 
council of Berne are terrified for secret associa^ 
tions; and, on this account, forsooth, they must 
persecute and destroy. More intolerant in their 
bigotry, and more cruel in their conduct than 
the church of Rome, they are not satisfied with 
abolishing, all the lodges in the republic* £very 
Free Mason in Switzerland must accuse himself 
before the magistrates of the district. He must 
reBounce his obligations to secrecy; and fi\raai; 
in the presence of the great God of .Hea^. 
Vcn, to trample upon those engagements which, 
before the same Being, he has swotn to revere^ 
Such an iostance of tyranny oyer the minds and 
consciences of men, is a rem»:kable feet in th^ 
history of a republic, where the reformed reli 
gion has been protected 6^oai its in&ncy, and 
where Free Masons had always conducted them^ 
selves with exemplary propriety *• The severe 
treatment,' therefore, which they experienced, 
must have originated in some private quarrel he* 
tween the members of the council and the fm^ 
terhity. It could be prompted by no patriotic 

motive, 

* Free Matenry seems to bave been directly imported into 
Switzerland from Great Britain ^ as a deputation was granted 
by tbe Grand Lodge of England, for erecting a Lodge at 
Lausanne, in tbe canton of Berne, in tbe year 1739. It 
could not, tbcrefore, in so sbort a time, be coniipted by 
tbose o£Fensive innovations which were superindtietfd upoti^ it 
m France. 
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motive ; by no regard for the welfare of the state, 
or the safety of individuals. But notwithstand- 
ing these persecutions, Free Masonry was after- 
ivards revived in Switzerland, and practised with- 
out molestation, though with less eagerness and 
success than in the other States of Europe. 

During these various persecutions of which we 
have only given a general account, many indivi* 
duals of the fraternity underwent the severest 
treatment; and, in their relief, that practical 
benevolence was strongly exemplified which Free 
Masons are taught to exhibit to the distressed 
brethren of their order. In 1 739, after Pope Euge- 
nius had issued his bull against Free Masonry, one 
Crudeli, a Free Mason, was imprisoned at Florence 
by the Inquisition, and suffered the most unmerited 
cruelties for maintaining the innocence of the asso- 
ciation. When the Grand Lodge of England was 
informed of his miserable situation, they recol- 
lected that a foreigner, however low his rank, and 
however distant his abode, had a claim upon 
their sympathy ; — ^they transmitted to him twenty 
povmds for procuring the necessaries of life, ^nd 
exerted every nerve for effecting his liberation. 
A brother confined at St Sebastians in Spain, ex- 
perienced from the English Masons, the same at- 
tention and generosity. At Lisbon, in the year 
1742, James Mouton, a French artist, and John 
Coustos, a native of Berne, in Switzerland, were 
imprisoned by the bloody Inquisition. They 

were 
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were accused of belonging to a society by which 
Sacrilege and sodomy were allowed; and were 
requested to discover to their persecutors, the 
true design of Free Masonry. After defend- 
ing the institution as useful and innocent, they 
were extended on the rack, in expectation that a 
confession would be extorted by its torments. 
Force, however, had no controul over a mind 
conscious of integrity. Coustos having main-^ 
tained his innocence, after having been thrice 
stretched on this instrument of agony, was, at last, 
sentenced to walk in the procession of the Auto de 
Fcy and to serve in the gallies for four years* At 
the instance of the EngUsh Masons, however, 
George II. authorised the British Minister at Lis- 
bon, to demand, in his Majesty's name, from the 
King of Portugal, the liberation of Coustos; which 
was granted in 1744, after a dreadful confinement 
of two years and a half. 

From such scenes of inhuman barbarity, it is 
pleasing to turn to examples of real benevolence and 
generosity. As the consideration of these is always 
gratifying to a humane mind, they certainly de- 
serve to be recorded in a History of Free Masonry, 
In the year 1748, Monsieur Preverot, a gentleman 
in the navy, and brother of the celebrated M. 
Preverot, doctor of medicine, in the faculty at 
Paris, was unfortunately shipwrecked on an isl- 
and, whose viceroy was a Free Mason. Along 
with his ship, M. Preverot had lost all his money 
' R apd 
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and effects. In this destitute condition, he present- 
ed himself to the viceroy, and related his mis- 
fortune in a manner which completely proved 
that he was no impostor. The viceroy made the 
masonic signs, which being instantly returned by 
the Frenchman, they recognised and embraced 
each other as brethren of the same order. M. 
Preverot was conducted to the house of the vice- 
roy, who furnished him with all the comforts of 
life, till a ship bound for France touched at the 
island. Before his departure, in this vessel, the 
viceroy loaded him with presents, and gave him 
as much money as was necessary for carrying him 
into his native country. 

In the battle of Dettingen, in 1743, one of 
the king's guards having his horse killed under 
him, was so entangled among its limbs that he 
was unable to extricate himself. While he was in 
this situation, an English dragoon galloped up to 
him, and, with his uplifted sabre, was about to 
deprive him of his life. The French soldier hav- 
ing, with much difficulty, made the signs of ma- 
sonry, the dragoon recognised him as a brother, 
and not only saved his life, but freed him from 
his dangerous situation. He was made a priso- 
ner by the English dragoon, who was well aware 
that the ties of masonry cannot dissolve those of 
patriotism. 

In the year 1749, Free Masonry was introdu- 
ced 
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ced into Bohemia, and eagerly embraced by all 
the distinguished characters in the city of Prague. 
They call themselves Scotish masons, and are re- 
markably inquisitive into the characters of those 
whom they admit into the order. On this ac- 
count they perform, with punctuality, those du- 
ties which they owe to their brethren of the order, ^ 
as is strikingly exemplified in the following story. 
A Scotish gentleman, in the Prussian service, 
was taken prisoner at the battle of Lutzen, and 
was conveyed to Prague, along with four hun- 
dred of his companions in arms; as soon as 
it was known that he was a mason, he was re- 
leased from confinement ; he was invited to the 
tables of the most distinguished citizens; and re- 
quested to consider himself as a Free Mason, and 
not as a prisoner of war. About three months 
after the engagement, an exchange of prisoners 
took place, and the Scotish officer was presented, 
by the fraternity, with a purse of sixty ducats, to 
defray the expences of his journey*. 

The persecutions which Free Masonry encoun- 
tered were hitherto confined to the continent. 
The tide of religious frenzy, however, now 

rolled 



* Several striking and curious^ instances of the extensive 
benevolence of Free Masons may be seen in Smiths Use and 
Abuse of Free Masonry, pp. 374, 377, 378^ &c, 
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rolled to the shores of Britain. In the year 1745, 
the Associate Synod, consisting of a few bigotted dis- 
senters, attempted to disturb the peace of the fra- 
ternity ; and had they been possessed of half 
the power of the church of Rome, or the council 
of Berne, their proceedings, prompted by equal fa- 
naticism, would have been marked with the same 
severity } but, fortunately for the order, their power 
extended only to the spiritual concerns of those 
delinquents, who were of the same sect with them- 
selves. In the\beginning of the year 1 745, an over- 
ture was laid before the synod of Stirling, stating, 
that many improper things were performed at the 
initiation of masons, and requesting that the synod 
would consider, whether or not the members of that 
order were entitled to partake in the ordinances 
of religion. The synod remitted this overture to all 
the kirk-sessions under their inspection, allowing 
them to act as they thought proper. In 1755, hoWr 
ever, they appointed all their kirk^sessions to ex- 
amine every person who was suspected to be a 
Free Mason, and to demand an ^explicit answer to 
any question which they might ask, concerning the 
administration of the mason oath. In the course 
of these examinations, the kirkrsession discover- 
ed, (for they seem hitherto to have been ignorant 
of it) that men, who were not architects, were ad- 
mitted into the order. On this account the synod, 
in the year 1757, thought it necessary to adopt 
stricter measures. They drew up a list of fool- 
ish 
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ish questions, which they appointed every kirk^ 
session to put to those under their charge. These 
questions related to what they thought were the 
ceremonies of Free Masonry; and those who re- 
fused to answer them were debarred from reli- 
gious ordinances. The object of these proceedings 
was not, certainly, as is pretended, to make the 
abettors of the Associate Synod more holy and 
upright, by detaching them from the fraternity. 
This could have been effected without that spe-. 
cies of examination which they authorised. The 
church of Rome were contented with dispersing 
the fraternity, and receiving its repentant mem^ 
bers into their communion. The council of Berne 
went no farther than abolishing the society, and 
compelling the brethren to renounce their en^ 
gagements, lest these should be inconsistent with 
the duties of citizens. But a synod of Scotish 
dissenters, who cannot imitate, in these, points^ 
the church of Rome, and the council of Berne, 
must, forsooth, outstrip them in another. They 
must compel the Free Masons of their congre^ 
gation to give them an account of those myste- 
ries and cerentonies,- which their avarice and fear 
hinder them from obtaining by regular initiation. 
And what, pray, becomes of those perjured men 
' from whom such information is obtained ? They 
are promissed a<|mission into the ordinances of rq- 
Jigion, as if they were now purified beings, from 
whon> sometljing worse thaa a demoniac had 

been 
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been ejected. The criminality, may we not say^ 
the villany of such proceedings, should be held 
up to the ridicule and detestation of the public ♦. 

Notwithstanding these persecutions, Free 
Masonry flourished, and was in the highest esti- 
mation in Great Britain, f ranee, Germany, and 
several other kingdoms of Europe, In 1743, 
it was exported from Scotland to Denmark; 
and the lodge which was then instituted is now 
the Grand Lodge of that kingdom. The same 
prosperity has attended the first lodge in Swe- 
den, which was erected at Stockholm in 1754, 
under a patent from Scotland. In 1765, a 
splendid apartment was erected at Marseilles^ 
for the accommodation of the brethren. It was 
adorned with the finest paintings, representing 
the most interesting scenes that occur in the his- 
tory of the Old and New Testament, and cal- 
culated to remind the spectator of his various du- 
ties as a man, a subject, and a Christian. The 
representation of Joseph and his brethren, of the 
Samaritan and Jew, of Lot and the Angels, must 
have reminded every brother of the beauty of 

charity 

* It is remarkable that the Grand Lodge of Scotland did 
not deign to take the smallest notice of these proceedings* 
A paper, however, entitled An Impartial Examination of the 
Act of the Associate Synod, written with great humour, and 
acutencss of reasoning, appeared in the Edinburgh Magazine 
fpr 1757. The Act of the Associate Synod was publiAcd in 
the Scots Magazine for the same year. 
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charity and iForgivencss, which are the first prin- 
ciples of masonry, as they are the first duties of 
man. The picture of Peter and the Apostles 
paying tribute to Caesar, must have recalled to 
every individual his obligarions as a citizen, to 
revere and support the constituted authorities. 
And the representation of Job in his misfortunes, 
lifting up his hands to Heaven, must have forced 
upon the minds of the most inconsiderate, this 
important reflection — that fortitude and resigna- 
tion to the will of God are the duties of all in dis- 
tress, and that the Divine blessing will ultimately 
attend those who bear, without murmuring, the 
chastisements of their father, and preserve, amidst 
the severest trials, their patience and virtue unim- 
paired*. These observations, apparently trifling, 
are important in one respect, as they show that the 
French lodges had not at that time fostered in 
their bosom the votaries of scepticism and disloyal- 
ty. The other lodges in France were' at this time 
numerous and magnificent. The Grand Lodge 
contained about twenty offices, which were all 
filled by noblemen of the highest rank. They 
had provincial Grand-Masters similar to those of 
Scotland, and the insignia and jewels of all those 
office-bearers, were as rich and splendid as the 
lodges where they assembled. 

In the year 1767, a lodge, under an English con- 
stitution, 

* Fo|- a farther account of this bxiilding, see Smithes Use and 
Abuse of Free Masonry, p, 165. 
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stitution, was established at Berlin, under the ap- 
pellation of Le Roy ale Tork^ in honour of the Duke 
of York, who was initiated into the fraternity by 
that lodge while he was travelling on the continent- 
In 1768, the Free Masons of Germany were au- 
thorised to hold their assemblies, by a charter 
granted by the King of Prussia, the Elector of 
- Saxony, and the Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, 
and afterwards ratified by the Emperor of Ger- 
many himself. By another charter from Eng- 
land, in 1769, a lodge was erected at Brunswick, 
which, in 1770, became the Grand Lodge of that 
part of Germany. Its Grand-Master was Prince 
Ferdinand of Brunswick, who, a short time after, 
received a provincial deputation from England, 
for superintending the lodges in Lower Saxony, 
In the year 1773 a compact was entered into 
between the Grand Lodge of England, under Lord 
Petre, and the Grand Lodge at Berlin, under the 
Prince of Hesse Darmstadt, which had a few 
years before been duly erected into a Grand 
Lodge, at a meeting of the masters and wardens 
of twelve regular lodges. In this compact, it 
was. stipulated, that the Grand Lodge of Berlin 
should be acknowledged as the Gmnd Lodge of 
the whole. Empire of Germany, including the ^ 
dominions of his Prussian Majesty ; that it should 
exercise no masonic power out of the empire of 
Germany, or within the district, under the au- 
thority of the Grand Lodge of Brunswick; that 
the Electorate of Hanover should be free to both 

the 
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the Qiiand Lodges in Gejrmany ; and that the 
contracting parties should unite their efforts to 
counteract all innovations in masonry, and parti^ 
cularly the proceedings of a set of masons in Ber- 
lin, who, imder the denomination of Stride Ob^ 
Jtervantz, had annihilated their former constitu- 
tions, erected themselves into a Grand Lodge, 
and sanctioned very improper innovations, upon 
the principles and ceremonies of the firatemity* 
This compact was highly approved of by the King 
©f Prussia, who immediately erected the Grand 
Lodge of Berlin into a corporate body. In 1777, 
the King of Prussia was Protector of all the ma- 
sons in Germany, Ferdinand, Duke of Brunswick 
V and Lunenburgh, was Grand-Magter of all the 
united lodges in Germany ; and |^e other offices 
were filled by the most able and illustrious prin- 
ces of the empire. Under the auspices of such 
distinguished personages, and the jurisdiction of 
the Grand Lodges of Berlin and Brunswick, Free 
Masonry has flourished, to the present day, in that 
extensive empire. 

In Germany, Denmark, and Sweden, charity- 
schools were erected by the lodges, for educating 
the children of Free Masons, whose poverty de- 
barred them from this advantage, in that which 
was formed at Brunswick, they were instructed 
even in classical learning, and various branches 
of the mathematics ; and were regularly examined 
by the Duke of Brunswick, who rewarded the 
most deserving with suitable donations. At 
S Eisenach, 
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Eiseimch, ficvertl seminaries oi tbis^ kind were 
established. The teachers were endowed with 
fixed salaries; and, in a short time after their 
institution, they had sent into the world 70a 
children, instructed in' the principles of science, 
and the doctrines of Christianity. In 1771, an 
establishment of a similar . kind was formed at 
Cassel, in which the children were maintained 
and educated, till they could provide for them- 
selves. In 1773, the united lodges of Dresden, 
Leipsick, arid GorHt?^ erected at Frederickftadt « 
seminary of learning for children, of every 
denomination, in the Electorate of Saxony, The 
masonic subscriptions were so numerous, that the 
funds of the institution were sufficient for its 
maintenance; dftd, in the space of five years, above 
1100 children received a liberal education. In 
the same year, an extensive workhouse was 
erected at Prague in which the children were 
not only initiated into the first principles of 
learning, but into those branches of the useful 
and fine arts which might qualify them for com- 
mercial and agricultural situations. It deserves 
to be remarked, that the founders of these insti- 
tutions, amid their anxiety for the public prospe- 
rity, never neglected the spiritual interests of the 
children. They saw that early piety is the fi3tHi- 
dation of all that is useful and honourable in life; 
and that, without this, speculative knowtedge 
and practical skill are of little avail. — ^How 
inconsistent are such facts with those fabulous ac- 
counts 
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counts^ theOerman lodges, which iiave been 
published in £Dgkuid by a fibw party ^men. 

WmLS these things were going oairi Gennanyi 
tint brtthven in Poitugaiwere exposed to the petse^ 
oationof its bigotted rulers. Major Fxaoicoisil^AIiii^ 
cmirTi^l^iifenchiiaan^BdSoiiOyresdeOrneUas Bra> 
cao, a S^ttngnese noblenmii, were, iinvi.766^ iai^ 
prisoned kty the Qoveriiorof Madeira for their at^ 
tacfameot to their 4>Tder. Beingvjafterwardi 
carried to Lisbon, thbjr were confined for four^ 
teed months, till they 'wkrk released .b^y the 
l^neraHis intercession 6f the brethren in that 
iciiy^ In thefolfowing year several Freo Masom 
iMie coti&ied up Nsple^, but soon liberuted by 
^ intercession of foreijgn princes, and the elo^ 
^uence of an ItaKaA advocate* 

NoTWiTHSTAKiiiNG the persecutions which the 
fraternity experienced in Holland, Free IVfesonry 
was flourishing in that republic in tyj^. At 
Aat time a compact was entered into between 
the Grand Lodge of Holland, held at the Hague, 
and that of England. In tliis compact, it was 
«tipulated that the Grand Lodge of Holland 
should be permitted to erect lodges within her 
territories, both at home and abroad, and to ap- 
point provincial Grand-Masters over each dis- 
trict. In consequence of this acession of power 
to the Grand Lodge of Holland, Free Masonry 
flourished, under its auspices, in the Dutch set^ 
tlements in India, Africa, and South Ao?efica. 
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. Let us qow direct our attention to a new secret 
association which, about this time, arose in Ger- 
many, and which was imagined to have taken its 
rise fiom Free Masonry, and to have planned a 
diabolical conspiracy, against every religious and 
political establishment in Europe. In 1775, the 
order of the lUumtnati Was founded by ]>octor 
Adam Weishaupt, Profeasor of Canon Law in the 
university of Ingolstadt. In thid assoqiition spe- 
culative opinions were inculcated, which were 
certainly inconsistent witl^ the principles of sound 
religion, and social order, Biit that lUuminism 
originated from Free IVfasonry; that it brought 
about the French Rcvolutitwi, or even planned 
any dangerous conspiracy, aM circumstances for 
which the shadow of a proof has not yet been ad- 
duced. Dr Robispn, indeed, expressly, affirms, 
that Uluminism " took its rise among the Free 
Masons, but was totally different from Free Ma- 
sonry ;'* and, by a deceitful anachronism, he re- 
presei>ts Weishaijpt as an active member in the 
German Lodges, before he acquaints his readers 
that he w^ the founder of the Uluminati, for no 
other reason than to mak^ then) believe, that 
Weishaupt was a Free Mason before he planned 
his new association ^. Now the case was very 
different indeed. Barruel himself asserts, " that it 
^s a fact demonstrated beyond a doubt, that 
Weishaupt became a Mason in 1777 only; and 
that two years before this, when he established 

Uluminism, 

* fioob of a Conspiracy, IntroductioD, p« xv. and p. 101, 
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iUumimsxn, he was totally unacquaixtte4 with th^ 
mysteriejs of Free Masonry ^." Here, then, is 
an important fact which strikes: at the root of all 
Dr Rohison's^ reasoning, against Ffde Masonry, 
Batruel maintains, that WeisUaupt was not a nuu 
son till two years after the organization of his 
new institution; and Dr Robison allows, thfit II- 
luminism was totally Afferent ftom Free Mason^ 
ry. The two institutions, therefore, were totally 
unconnected! -lor the membeis of the oite were 
never admitted into the lodges of the other;: with* 
out being regularly initiated into the mysteries of 
both. Upon these simple facts we would arrest 
the attention of every reader, and those in. parti- 
cular who have been swindled, out of their senses, 
by the united exertions of a priest and a pbilo- 
^pher. 

Arxte Weishaupt had organized his institution; 
ht exerted every nerve to disseminate its princi- 
ples. For this purpose he became a Free Mason 
in 1777 ; and, by means of emissaries, he attempt- 
ed to circulate his opinions among the French and 
German lodges. In these attempts, indeed, he 
was sometimes successful. But it should be re- 
collected by those who, on this account, calumni* 
ate Free Masonry, that the same objection may 
be urged against Christianity, because impostors 
have sometimes gained proselytes, and perverted 
the wavering minds of the multitude. These doc- 
trines, 

♦ Memoirs of Jacobmism, Part III. Preliminary Observa- 
tions, p. sv. and p. 13* 
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trines, hcnrever, was not merely circukted bj 
Weishaupt in afew(!f the lodges, and taught at the 
Assemblies of thelllummati. They were published 
to the world in the .most fascdnatiog form, by tht 
Fxeach Encyclopedists; and inculcated in all the 
doquence* with which soine of the wo$t celebia^ 
ted philosophers, oa the continent, could adorn 
them* it can only be said of Weishsmpt, theie^ 
fore* that he was not just such a deOermined in& 
del as Voltaiie and. his assodateSk^N^uch is a short, 
and, it is hoped, an impartial Tsew, oftbe origin 
and pflcx^;ress of the lUuminati. It; may be now 
proper to attend to the causes firom wtiich this 
asaoqation aiose, and the advantages and disad<- 
Tantages which it may have engendeied. 

About the middle of the eighteenth century^ 
the literati on the continent were divided into 
two great parties. The one may b^ considered 
as £x-^Jesuits, or adherents to the cat^dUc superb 
stition, who were promoters of political and relih 
gious despotism, and inculcated thi doctrines of 
non-resistance and passive obedience^ The other 
part;y was composed of men, who were friends to 
the refonned religion, enemies of superstition and 
&naticism, and supporters of the absurd doctrine 
^f the infinite pertectibility of the human mind* 
They were dissatisfied with that slavery which was 
imposed by the despotism c£ the cxmtinental 
rulers, and the superstition of the church of 
Rome ; and many of them entertained opinions 
adverse to the Christian religioni and to every 

existing 
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existing fonn of government. Between these two 
parties there was a perpetual struggle for power. 
The Ex- Jesuits accused their opponents as heretics 
and jMromoters of jacobinism and infidelity; while 
the others were constantly exposing the intrigues 
of priests, and the tyranny of despots. To this 
latter class belonged Weishaupt and his associatesg 
who instituted the order of the lUuminati £qt no 
other purpose^ than to oppose those corrupted 
priests, who would have degraded them as Chris* 
tians^ and those tyrannical despots who have en^ 
slaved them as cititens. The collision of these 
parties was certainly productive of the greatest 
advantages. While the Jesuits restrained the in- 
clination of one part of the commxmity, to over- 
rate the dignity of the human mind, and antici- 
pate ideal visions of religious and political perfect 
tion ; the Illuminati counteracted those gloomy 
opinions which debase the dignity of our nature, 
which check the energies oi the mind, and im** 
pose the most galling yoke of religious and polii* 
tical servitude. Both these parties were, without 
doubt, deserving of blame. But had any of them 
prevailed, the triumph of the Illuminati would 
certainly have been most desirable. As a Chris- 
tian, — ^I would glory in the downfal of that Papal 
hierarchy which has so long deluded and enslaved 
the world. As a man, — ^I would rejoice at the over- 
throw o£ every throne which is raised upon the 
ruins of qivil liberty and domestic happiness; and 
as a Briton, — ^I would wish that all my brethren of 
mankind should enjoy those reKgious and political 

privileges, 
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privileges, which have so long been the boost of 
our friends, and the envy of our foes. 

After the French revolution, which, as Mou- 
nicr has well shown, arose from other causes than 
those to which Barruel and Robison.ascribe it, the 
plans of these parties were not carried on in Germany 
so systematically as before; and, notwithstanding . 
. the fabrications with which the Jesuitical Barruel 
has calumniated the lodges in that country, Free 
Masonry prevails to this day, respected by the 
most virtuous and scientific members of the com- 
munity, and patronized by the most distinguish- 
ed princes of the Empire, 

In Germany, the qualifications for a Free Ma- 
son are great and numerous. No person is initi- 
ated into the order without the consent of every 
member of the lodge; and it frequentiy happens, 
that a German even is excluded by a single dis- 
senting voice. On this account, the lodges of 
that country are filled with persons of the first rank 
and respectability; and every thing is conducted 
with the greatest decorvun and solemnity. As 
masonry is there held in the highest estimation, 
an Englishman will obtain an easier introduction 
to the chief nobility and literati of Germany in 
a mason lodge, than in any other place ; and will 
never repent of havmg been initiated into the 
order in his native country*. 

After 

* Dr Render's Tour through Germany, Introduction to vol. i, 
pp. 30, 33. Dr Render maintattis, that Free Masonry has greatly 
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After the publication of the works of Bar- 
tuel and Robison, the progress of Free Mason- 
ry in Britain was retarded by an act of Parlia- 
ment in 1799, for the suppres^on of seditions 80- 
cieties, in which the fraternity were victually pro- 
hibited from erecting new lodge's in the kingdom. 
But this act was not prompted by the calum* 
nies of these writers. It became nece^ary from 
the political condition of the kingdom; and the 
exceptions which it contained in favour of t'rec 
Masons, are a complete proof that government ne- 
ver credited the reports of these alarmists; but 
placed the most implicit confidence in the loyalty 
and prudence of British masons. Dr Robison, 
indeed, asserts, that the emissaries of corrupted 
Free Masonry, and Illuminism, were lurking in 
the British empire, and plotting its destruction. 
But such monsters of iniquity have never yet 
been discovered within the circuit of our island ; 
they have never polluted the British lodges. Tell 
us then no more, that our lodges are the re- 
ceptacles of sacrilegious and revolutionary mis- 
creants. — I see them frequented by men of un- 
aflfected piety, and undaunted patriotism. Tell 
us no more, that our brethren of the order are 
less holy and virtuous than the uninitiated vul- 
gar.^— I see them in the church and in the senate, 
defending, by their talents, the doctrines of our . 
religion, and exemplifying in their conduct the 

precepts 

improved the manners and dispontions of the Germans. See 
)rplr ii. p» 200. note. 

[2S] 
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pcecepts it enjoins, kind to their friends, forgiving 
to their enemies, and benevolent to all. Tell va 
no more that they are traitors, or indifierent to 
the welfare of their country. — ^I see thei» in the 
hour of danger rallying around the throne of our 
king, and proffering, for his safety, their hearts 
and theif arms. — ^I see them in the form of heroes, 
at the head of our fleets and our armies; and the 
day will arrive when a Free Mason shall sway the 
sceptre of these kingdoms, and fill, with honour 
and with dignity, the British throne. 
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THE 



HIST OR Y 



OF THE 



GRAND LODGE 



OF 



SCOTLAND. 



WE have already brought down the his- 
tory of Scotish Masonry to the institu^ 
tionr of the Gtand Lodge in 1736, and given 
a short account of the different circumstances 
which occasioned and accompanied that impor- 
tant event. It is necessary, however, before en- 
tering upon the History of the Grand Lodge, to 
give a fuller detail of th6 proceedings of the fra-» 
temity at the time of its institution, than could 
be admitted into a general history of the order« 

After William Sinclair, Esq. of Roslin, had 
(Knnted out to the Edinburgh lodges, the benefi- 

T cial 
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cial effects which would accrue to the fraternity, 
by having a nobleman or gentleman of their own 
choice as Grand-Master of Scotland, he offered 
to resign into the hands of the brethren his he- 
reditary title to that honourable office. In con- 
sequence of Mr Sinclair's representation, the fol- 
lowing circular letter was transmitted to all the 
lodges in Scotland, requesting them to appear on 
next St Andrew's day, by themselves or proxies, 
in order to concur in thfe election of a "Grand- 
Master ; a scheme so useful to the craft, and so 
advantageous to the kingdom. 

" Brethren^ 
" The four lodges in and about Edinburgh, hav- 
" ing taken into their serious consideration, the 
" great loss that masonry has sustained through the 
" want of a Grand-Master, authorised us to signify 
** to yo^y our good and worthy brethren, our hearty 
** desire and firm attention, to choose a Omnd- 
^ MasterforScotlatid;and,in order that the same 
** may be done with the greatest harmony, we 
" hereby invite you (as we hire drnie all the 
^ oilier regular lodges known by us) to concur 
*• in such a great and good work, wherel^ it is 
** hoped masonry may be restored to its ancient 
^* lustre in this kingdom : And, for eflSsctuating 
" this laudable design, we humbly desire, that, 
" betwixt this and Martinmas day next, you will 
** be pleased to give us a brotherly answer, in rela- 
** tion to the election c^ a Grand-Master, which 

" we 
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** we propose to be on St Andrew's day for the 
" first time, and ever thereafter t6 be on St John 
•• the Baptist's day, or as the Grand Lodge shall 
•* appoint by the majority of voices, which are to 
** be collected from the masters and wardens of 
" all the regular lodges then present, or by proxy 
" to any master-mason or fellow craft in any 
** lodge in Scotland; and the election is to 
" be in- Mary's Chapel. All that is hereby pro- 
^* posed is for the advancement and prosperity 
** of masonry, in its greatest and most charitable 
^ perfection. We hope and expect a suitable re- 
•* turn; wherein if any lodges are defective, they 
** have themselves only to Uame. We heartily 
/' wish ywk all manner of siKcess and prosperity, 
•* and ever «c^ with great respect, your i^ection- 
•* ate and loving brethren, &tc." 

When the day arrived which was appointed 
For the election of the Grand-Master, and other 
office-bearers of the Grand Lodge; the following- 
lodges appeared by themselves or proxies* 



Mtrj^ Chspel, 


Strathaven, 






Canengate Kilwinning, 


Lanark, 


Kilwinning Scotch Arms, 


Dunsc, 


Kilwinning Leith, 


Kirkaldy^ 


Kilwinning Glasgow, 


Journeymen Masons Edinburgh, 


Cupar of Fife, 


Kirkintilloch, 


Linlh^M^, 


Biggar, 


Dunfermline, 


Sanquhar, 




Dundee, 



Ta 
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Dundee, Glasgow, St Mungo*s, 

Dalkeith, GreeBOck, 

Aitcheson^s haven, Falkirk, 

Selkirk, Aberdeen, 

Inverness, Canongate and Leith, Leith 

Lesmahagee, and Canongate, 

St Bride^s a^ Douglas, Moptrose, 

Peebles, 

The Grand Lodge befing met, and the roUs cal- 
led over, the following resignation of the office 
of hereditary Grand-Master was given in by Wil- 
liam ISnclair, Esq. of Roslin, 

•* I William St Clair of Roslin, Esq. taking 

** into my consideration that the masons in Scot-. 

" land did, by several deeds, constitute and ap- 

** point William and Sir William St Glairs of 

'** Roslin, my ancestors, and their heirs, to be 

** their patrons, protectors, judges or masters; 

** and that my holding or claiming any such ju* 

** risdiction, right, or privilege, might be prcju- 

" dicial to the craft and vocation of masonry, 

** whereof I am a member, and I being desirous 

" to advance and promote the good and utility 

" of the said craft of masonry, to the utmost of 

♦* my power, do therefore hereby, for me and my 

** heirs, renounce, quit, claim, overgive, and dis- 

" charge all right, claim, or pretence that I, or 

** my heirs, had, have, or any ways may have, 

" pretend to, or qlaim, to be patron, protector, 

^* judge, or master of the masons in Scotland, in 
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" virtue of any deed or deeds made and granted 
** by the said masons, or of any grant or charter 
" made by any of the Kings of Scotland, <o and 
/* in favours of the said William and Sir William 
** St Glairs of Roslin, my predecessors ; or any 
" other manner of way whatsoever, for now 
** and ever: And I bind and oblige me, and my 
** heirs, to warrind this present renunciation aiid 
" discharge at all hands : And I consent to the 
" registration hereof in the books of Council and 
" Session, or any other judges' books competent, 
" therein to remain fgr preservation; and thereto 
" I constitute 

** my procura- 

** tors, &c. In witness whereof I have subscrib- 
** ed these presents (written by David Maul, 
" Writer to the Signet) at Edinburgh, the twen- 
** ty-fourth day of November, one thousand seven 
** hundred and thirty-six years, before these wit- 
•* nesses, George Frazer, deputy-auditor of the 
^* Excise in Scotland, njaster of the Canongate 
" lodge, and William Montgomery, merchant in 
'* Leith, master of the Leith lodge, 

" W. St Clair. 

" Geo. Eraser^ Canongate Kilwinning^ witness. 
^* Wm. Montgomery, Leith Kilwinning, witness.'' 

After this resignation was read, and ordered 
%o be preserved in the records of the Grand Lodge, 

the 
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the brethren proceeded to the election of a Grand- 
Master. To this high office, William St Clair, 
Esq. of Roslin, was unanimouslj chosen, in con- 
sideration of the nobility and antiquity of his fa- 
mily, of his zeal for the advancement of the or- 
der, and the peculiar connection of his ancestors 
with the Masonic History of Scotland. Let us 
now proceed to the History of the Grand Lodge 
Itself. 



L GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1736. 

WiHtam St Clair of Roslin, Esq. Grand^Master. 

Captain J<^ Toung, Diputj Grand'Master. 

Sir W. Baillle of Lamington, Semor Grand^W'ardm* 

Sir Alei. Hope of Kerse, Junior Grand-Warden* 

Dr John Moncrief, Gnmd-Treasurer. 

John MacdougaUf Esq. Grattd-Secretary. 

Mr Robert Alison^ Grand-Clerk. 

The Grand Lodge having ordained that a fee 
should be exacted from every person who was 
initiated into the order^ since the institution of 
the Grand Lodge, or who might afterwards be 
initiated, and that this fee should make a part of 
the charity fund for the relief of the indigent 
and distressed brethren ; the Kilwinning lodge 
petitioned that this fee should not be demanded 
from the operative masons, many of whom foimd 
it difficult enough to advance the dues to their 

respec- 
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nespecttve loti^. Tins request of the Bahmming 
masons, however, was rejected; and the Grand 
Lodge ^decreed, that those who re&sed car neglect* 
ed to pay the entry-money, should receive no aid 
from the charily fund. 

Tri opulent inhabitants of iE^iinburgh and its 
environs, having resolved to erect an infirmary or 
hospital, for the reception of poor patients who 
were unable to procure for themselves medical 
assistance, the Grand Lodge proposed to pay^ 
out of their own funds, a certain number of oper-*- 
ative masons to assist in building the infirmary, 
provided that the managers of that institution 
would allot a particular apartment in the hos- 
pital, for the reception of a few infirm masons, 
who should t>e recommended by the Grand-Mas- 
ter. Circular letters wer^ immediately dispatched 
to all the lodges in Scotland, requesting their 
concurrence in such a hiunane and. useful pro* 
posal. 

Upon the institution of the Grand Lodge, it 
became necessary that all the lodges who ac- 
knowledged its authority, should receive a rati- 
fication or confirmation of their former constitu- 
tion. In consequence of this, almost all the 
Scotish lodges applied for new constitutions, and, 
by a ready and voluntary renunciation of thek 
former rights, evinced the steadiness of their at*- 

tach- 
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tadunent to the Grand Lodge of Scotland^ and 
theii: unfeigned acknowledgments of its jurisdic* 
tion and fx)wen 

It had long been customary among the firater^ 
nity to hold their principal assemblies on the 24th 
of June, the birth day of St John the Baptist; 
for many weighty reasons, however, it was re- 
solved by the Grand Lodge, that the aimual 
election should no longer be celebrated on that 
day, and that, for the ftiture, it should be held on 
the 30th of November, the birth-day of St An- 
drew, the tutelar Saint of Scotland. 



11. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1737. 

George Earl of Cromarty, Grand^Master. 

Captain John Young, Deputy Grand^Master. 

Dr William Congalton, Senior Grand^Warden. ^ 

Dr Charles Alston, Junior Grand-Warden. 

Thomas Mylne, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 

John Macdov^all, Esq. Grand^cretary. 

Mr Robert Alison, Grand^C/erk. 

In the course of this year, it was resolved, that 
all the lodges, which held of the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland, should be enrolled according to their 
seniorities; that this should be determined from 
the authentic documents which they produced ; - 

and 
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and that those who produced no vouchers should 
be put at the end of the roll. 

The benevolence and liberality of the diflferent 
lodges were amply displayed by their generous 
donations for the building of the Royal Infirma- 
ry ; and that particular attachment to the bre- 
thr^h of the order, which, by the principles of Free 
Masonry, they are bound to cherish, was also ex- 
emplified in their eager exertions to procure an 
apartment of the Hospital for distressed masons, 
who, from the very nature of their* profession, 
are more exposed to accidents than any other 
class of labourers. 

A LETTER was rcccived by the Grand Lodge^ 
from George Drummond, Esq. one of the Com- 
missioners of Excise, and President of the Mana-^ 
gers of the Royal Infirmary, informing them, 
that the foimdation stone of the Hospital Was to 
be laid on the second of August 1738, between 
three and four in the afternoon, and requesting 
the presence of the Grand-Master and his bre- 
thren, to give their countenance and assistance to 
the undertaking. With this request the Grand 
Lodge unanimously complied» 

On the 2d of August 1738, between three and 
four o'clock in the afternoon, the foundation- 
-stone of the New Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh 
was laid in the following manner. 

The 
U 
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The Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Town 
Council, preceded by the city officers and 
mace, walked in procession, from the council- 
chamber, to the ground where the foundation 
was dug. Immediately after them came the Free 
and Accepted Masons, in their proper cloathing 
and jewels, after the following order. 

The Tylers of the several lodges of Edin- 
burgh and its neighbourhood. 

Such Brethren as did not belong to the Grand 
Lodge, walking by threes. 

The Lodges as they stand enrolled ; the young- 
est walking first, by threes ; the Master being 
supported by the Wardens. 

The Officers of the Grand Lodge. 

The Nine Stewards, by threes. 

The Secretary, with his Clerks. 

The Treasurer, with his Purse. 

The Grand Wardens. 

The Grand Master, attended by those Bre- 
thren of distinction who did not represent any 
particular lodge. The President and Cdlege of 
Physicians walked in procession from their own 
Hall, The Surgeons from their Hall; and, along 
with them, several of the Lords of Session ; the 
Dean, and many of the Faculty of Advocates; 
the Writers to the Signet; the Presbytery of 
Edinburgh; several of the Incorporations, and ^ 

great 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



FREE MASONRY, l^S 

great number c^ persons of quality and distinc- 
tion. 

When the ccMnpany came to the ground, the 
Grand-Master, and his brethren of the free and 
accepted Masons, surrounded the plan of the 
foundation hand in hand; and the Grand Mas- 
ter-Mason, along with tlie Preses of the Ma- 
nagers of the Royal Infkroary, having come 
to the east c^oroer of the foundation where the 
stone was to be laid, placed the same in its bed ; 
and after the Right Honourable the Lord Pr(>. 
vost had laid a medal under it, each in their turns 
gave three strokes upon the stone with an iron 
mallet, which was succeeded by three clarions of 
the trumpet, three huzzas, and three claps of 
hands. 

Several societies, and persons of condition, 
made large contributions, upon this occasion, for 
carrying on the work. Many gentlemen, and 
proprietory of stc^e-quames, made presents of 
stones and lime. Merchants gave considerable 
parcels of timber. The fan^ners in the neigh- 
bourhood agreed to carry aJi the materials gra- 
tis. The journeymen masons furnished each a 
certain quantity of hewn stones. And, as this 
undertaking was for the relief of t*e diseased, 
lame, and tnaimed poor, even the common la- 
bourers agreed to wofk a day in each month gra^ 
tts. S6 much money was raised by voluntary 
U 2 cont^ribution 
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contribution as to parry cm this useful and neces- 
sary work ; and there appeared such a spirit in 
persons of all ranks to encourage it, that they 
expected to finish the building without the least 
encroachment upon the capital stock. 

After the ceremony was oyer, the Magis- 
trates, attended by a great many of the com- 
pany, returned to the borough-room, where 
many loyal and appropriate toasts and senti- 
ments were given. A numerous and splendid 
Assembly, in the evening, for the benefit of the 
Royal Infirmary, crowned the festivity of the 
day. 



III. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1738. 

Jphn Earl of Kintore, Grand'-Master. 
Captain John Young, Deputy Grand^Master. 
John Douglas, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 
Patrick Lindsay, Esq. Senior Grand-Warden. 
George Drummond, Esq. Junior Grand^Warden. 
Thomas Mylne, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 
John Macdbugall, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 
Mr Robert Alisop, Grand Clerk.^ 

It was reported to the Grand Lodge by George 
Drummond, Esq. one of the managers of the 
Royal lufirmary, that the directors of that insti- 
tution, out of gratitude to the society of Free 
Masons, for their countenance and aid in build- 
ing 
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ing the Royal Infirmary, had unanimously agreed, 
that preference should always be given to distres- 
sed and infirm Free Masons in one of the galle«» 
lies of the Hospital. 

Smc£ the institution of the Grand Lodge, the 
principles of the craft had been so rapidly pro- 
pagated through every part of the kingdom, that 
it was found necessary to appoint provincial Grand 
Masters over particular districts, who were em- 
powered to hold gen^r^ meeting<s, and to take 
cognizance of every thing relating to masonry, 
within the bounds of their district. In conse- 
quence of this resolution, Alexander Drummond, 
Esq. Master of Greenock Kilwinning, was ap- 
pointed provincial Grand-Master over the lodges 
in the western counties of Scotland.' Although 
this was the first appointment to that office since 
the institution of the Grand Lodge, yet there 
was an office of the same kind during the reiga 
of James VI. of Scotland, as we have already stat-, 
jKd in the General History*. 

IV. GRAND 



^ &5C i»gc loi, supra. 
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IV. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1739. 

James Earl of Morton, Grand-mafter. 
Captain John Young, Deputy Grand^Masttr, 
John Douglas, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 
Henry Lord Cardrofs, Senior Grand-Warden. 
Archibald Macaulay, Esq. Junior Grand^Warden^ 
Thomas Mylne, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 
Jphn MacdougaH, Esq. Grand Secretary. 
Mr Robert Alison, Grani-derk. 

It has been frequently and jwtly remarked, 
that those philosophers who speculate most upon 
universal benevolence, have been proportionably 
deficient in bringing it into action. This accu- 
sation, also, has been keefily urged against the 
• abettors of Free Masonry, who are hound at their 
initiation to relieve the distresses, and supply the 
wants of their brethren of the order. It is pro- 
per, therefore, to do justice to the fraternity, by 
recording every extraordinary act of practical 
benevolence, which has been performed by the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland. The son of an opera- 
tive niason in Edinburgh having been left, at his 
father's death, in the most friendless and indigent 
condition, was recommended to the patronage of 
the Grand Lodge. With a readiness which en- 
hanced the value of the action, they agreed to 
take him under their own charge ; to bind him 
to an operative mason for eight years, for the 

freedom 
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freedom of St Mary*s chapel, and, during that 
time, to furnish him with clothes and other ne- 
cessaries. It was agreed also, that, if any simi- 
lar applications were made, the same action should 
be performed every three years. 

The managers of tHe Royal Infirmary request^ 
ed the company of the Grand Lodge, together 
with those of the city lodges, at the laying of the 
foundation stone of the western wing of the In- 
firmary, on the 14th May 1740; which was una- 
nimously agreed to. 

When that day arrived, the Right Honourable 
the Grand-Master, attended by his Grand- War- 
dens, treasurer and secretary, and by the ofBee* 
bearers of the other lodges, and several brethren 
of distinction, went in procession from Mary's 
chapel, to the Royal Infirmary, preceded by 
trumpets and other instruments of music, where 
the foundation stone of the western part of the 
building was laid with the usual solemnities. 

In the course of this year, a present of tea 
pounds Sterling was paid into the charity fund 
of the Grand Lodge, by the Earl of Kintore. 



V. GRAND 
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V. GRAND ELECTION, Dec. i. 1740. 

Thomas Earl of Strathmore, Grand^Master. 

Captain John Young, Deputy Grand^Master. 

John Douglas, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 

Captain A. Forbes of Pittencrief, Senior Grand^Warden. 

David Kennedy, Esq. Advocate, Junior Grand-Warden. 

Thomas Myhie, Esq. Grand^Treasurer. 

John Macdougall, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 

Mr Robert Alison, Grand-Clerk. 

During this year it was proposed, and unani- 
mously agreed to, that a correspondence should 
"be opened between the Grand Lodge of Scotland 
and England, and that the assistance of the latter, 
in bmlding the Royal Infirmary, should be par- 
ticularly requested. 

A DONATION of ten guineas, each, was given by 
the Earls of Cromarty and Morton, late Grand- 
Masters of Scotland, into the charity fund of the 
Grand Lodge. It is but justice to those illustri- 
ous characters who have honoured Free Masonry 
with their patronage, to show to the world that 
their pretensions to charity have not evaporated 
in empty professions. 

VI. GRAND 
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VI. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1741. 

Alexander Earl of Leven, Grand^Master. 
Captain John Young, Deputy Grand-Master^ 
John Douglas, Esq. Substitute Grand^Master. 
Sir Andrew Mitchell,. Senior Grand^Warden. 
Jsyoies Colquhoun Esq. Junior Grand*Warden. , 
lipomas Mylne, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 
John MsLcdougaU, , Esq. Grand-Secretaryf 
Mr Robert Alison, Grand-Clerk. 

In the course of this year, nothing of conse- 
quenoe occurred. Many charters and constitu- 
tions were granted ; and distressed brethren of 
all descriptions were relieved from the fund of 
charity. 

A PRESENT of ten pounds was given by the Earl 
of Strathmorc, late Grand-Master for the relief 
of indigent brethren. 

VII. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1742. 

William Earl of Kilmarnock, Grand^Master* 

Captain John Toung, Deputy Grand-Master*. 

John Douglas, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 

Sir Robert Dickson of Carberry, Senior Grand-Warden. 

Sir John Scott of Ancrum, ^Junior Grand^Warden. 

Thomas Mylne, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 

John Macdougall, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 

Mr Robert Alison, Grand-^lerk. 

No events of importance occurred during this 
year. 

X Vm. Grand 
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VIII. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1743. 

James Earl of Wemyss, Crattd^Ma^tef^ 

CapUin John Youtig, Deputy Grand-Master. 

John DouglaSi Esq. Mftitutt Cfrand-Master. 

William Nfebct of Dirteton, Ee^. Semor Grand^tt^arAff. 

John Murray of Bnmghton, lEsq. ymnhr Grand'Warien^ 

Thomas Mylne, Esq. Grand^Treasurer^ 

John Macdougall, Esq. Grand'Stcntary. 

Mr Robert Alison, Grand-Clerh 

A LETTER was read from the lodge of Kjlwin* 
ning, complaining, that they were only second 
on t^e roll, while, as the mother lodge of Scot- 
land, they were entitled to the first place. The 
Grand Lodge decreed, that as the lodge of Kil- 
winning had produced no documents to show 
that they were the oldest lodge in Scotland, and 
as the lodge of Mary's Chapel had shown their 
records as far hack as 1598, the latter had an un- 
doubted right to continue first on the roll. 

The conduct of the Grand Lodge in this affair, 
by no means contradicts what hAs brttt said in 
the general history, respecting the antiquity of 
the Kilwinning lodge. It was well known, and 
universally admitted, that Kilwinning was the 
birth place of Scotish masonry^ But as the re- 
cords of the original lodge were lo§t, the present 
lodge at Kilwinning could not prove that theirs 

wa» 
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was the tdMftical lodge which had first practised 
Free Masonry in Scotland. 



IX. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1744. 

James Earl of Moray, Grand-Master. 

Captain JoHa Toung, XkfMtj Grtmi'Masttr. 

John Douglas, Esq. Substitute Grand^Master. 

John Robertson of Eamock, Esq. Senior Grand^Warden, 

Thomas AUgn> Esq. Jwmr Grand-Warden^ 

Thomas Myhie, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 

John MaodottgaH^ £sq» GrandmSecretarj. 

Mr Robert AlisoiH Grand^Clerk, 

NoTHiMo worthy of notice occurred daring this 
year. A donation of twelve guineas was giver^ 
by the Earl of Moray, present Grand-Master ; and 
the same sum by the Earl of Wemyss into the 
charity fund. 



X. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1745. 

Henry David Earl of Buehan> Grand^Master. 
Captain John Young, Deputy Grand-Master. 
John Douglas, Esq. Substkute Grand^Master. 
Alexander Tait, Esq. ienior Grand^Wardtm. 
John Brown, Esq. Jtmior Grande-Warden. 
Thomas Mylne, Esq^ Grand^Treasurer. 
John MacdougaHy Esq. Grani-'ieeretary. 
Mr Robert Alison, Grand^CUrk, 

X2 JjTf 
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In the course of this year it waspeported to 
the Grand Lodge, that the managers of the Royal 
Infirmary had appointed a particular apartment 
of the Hospital, for the reception of such infirm, 
Free Masons as should be recommended by the 
Grand-Master, and another for such distressed 
brethren as should be recommended by the So- 
ciety of Journeymen Masons in Edinburgh. 



XI. GRAND ELECTION, i. Dn. 1746. 

William Nisbet> Esq. of Dirleton, Grand-MasUr* 
Major John Toung, Deputy Grand^MasUr.. 
John Douglas, Esq. Substitute Grand^Master. 
Francis Charters, Esq. of Amisfield, Sen. Grand'Wardm. 
Andrew Hay, Esq. Junior Grand'Warden. 
Thomas Mylne, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 
John Macdougall, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 
Mr Robert Alison, Grand^Cierk. 

Nd events of importance happened during this 
year. 



XII. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1747. 

Francis CJharters, Esq. of Amisfield, Grand^Master. 
^ajor John Young, Deputy Grand-eMaster. 
John Douglas, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 
Deacon Samuel Neilson, Sfnior Grand-Warden* 
John St Clair, Esq. Junior Grand-TVardetu 
Thomas Mylne, Esq. Grand-Treasurer* 
John Macdougall, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 
Mr P-pbert Alison, Grand-C/eri. 

At 
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At thMUiniversary meeting of the Grand 
Lodge, it was stated by the Right Honourable 
the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, that his brother; 
Alexander Drummond, Esq, late Master of Gree- 
nock Kilwinning, and provincial Grand-Master of 
the west of Scotland, having taken up his residence 
at Alexandretta in Turkey, had erected several 
n[iason lodges in that part of the country; and, a$ 
he was anxious still farther to diffuse the principles 
of the fraternity, he begged that the Grand Lodge 
would grant hirii a provincial commission. The 
Grand Lodge having taken thi^ petition into their 
consideration, unanimously granted his request, 
and gave full power to him, and any other whom 
he might nominate, to constitute lodges in any 
part of Europe or Asia, bordering on the Medi- 
terranean Sea ; to superintend the same, or any 
others already erected in those parts of the world, 
and to transmit; an account of his proceedings to 
the Grand Lodge, as soon as he found it coave-r 
nient. 



XIII. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30 1748. 

Hugh Setoni Esq. of Touch, Grand^Master.^ 
Major John Young, Deputy Grand^Master. 
John Douglas, Esq. Substitute Grand^Master. 
John St Clair, Esq. Senior Grand^Warden. 
James None, Esq. Junior Grdnd^Jf^arden. 
Thomas Mylne, Esq. Grand'Treasurer. ' 
John Macdougally' Esq. Grand'Secretarj. * 
Mr Robert AUsoo, Grand^Ckri. 
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In the course of this year the usual meetings 
and solemnities were held and observed ; but no 
events happened which can excite general inte« 
lest. 



XIV. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1749. 

Thomas Lord Erskine^ Grani^Master. 
Mtjor Johtt Young, Deputy Grand-Master. 
Jotui Doogbs, Esq. Substktiti Grand-Moiter* 
Aadrew Hay, £sq« Smmr Grand^Wardim 
Qorlear Mack, Esq. Jumr Grand^Farden. 
TImnas M]iae» Esq. Grmtd-Tnasurmr. 
Jolui MacdougalU £sq. Grand-Zecretarj, 
Mr R,Qbcrt AUfon, Grand^UrJu 

The funds of the Grand Lodge were much di- 
minished during this year, by numerous dona- 
tions to indigent brethren: While its jurisdiction 
was greatly extended, by the erection of many 
new lodges, and the confirmation of old consti* 
tutions. 



' XV. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1750. 

Alexander Earl of SgIintop> GpMd^M^^Ur. 
Major John Yo»Ag> Deputy Grandmaster. 
Jolm Douglas, Esq^ SuijftiMe Grand'MoiStePp 
Charles Mack, Esq- 4miur Grand-Warden. 
Capuin James Og^vi^, Junkr Grand4Fafden* 
Thomas Mylne, Esq* Grand-Treasuter. 
John Macdougall, Esq. Grand^SiO'ttary* 
lAt Robert Alison, Grand^CUrk. 

The 
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The proceedings of the Grand Lodge were dis- 
tinguished by no iffiportant events in the courte 
©f this year. 



XVL GRAND ELECTION, Nov, 30. 1751. 

James Lord Boy<3, Grand-Master, * 

Colonel John Young, Deputy Grand-Mdiiir. 

John Dpugbs, Esq* Subjtlttffe Grand^Maitir* 

James Stewart, Smkr Grand*J^&rdm, 

John Henderson of Letston, Junhr Gratid-Wm-dm* 

Thomas Mylne, Esq. Grand-Treasurer^ 

John Macdougall, Esq. Grmd-Se^retary. 

Mr Robert AUsoiii Grand-Cierh 

It had hitherfo been customary for the Grand- 
Master to nominate his successor, at the quarter- 
ly coinmumcation which preceded the Grand 
Election. Lord Boyd having neglected this part 
of his duty* the deficiency was supplied by u 
committee appointed for the purpose, whose 
judicious choice was of great benefit to the or* 
iler, 

XVII. GRAND ELECTION, iVe«. 30, 175a, 

George Drummond, Esq. Grand-Master, 
Charles Hamilton Gordon, Esq, Deputy Grand- A faster, 
George Eraser, Esq. Suhstitute Grand-Master* 
Joseph Williamson, Esq. Senwr Grand-Warden* 
David Dalrjrniple, Esq, Junior Grand-Warden^ 
Thomas Mylne, Esq. Grund-Trcasurtr. 
John MacdongaU, Esq. Grand^Hecretary^ 
Mr James Alitoni Grand^C/^t* 

A M£SSA6£ 
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. A MXS8AO£ was brought to the Grand Lodge, 
informing them, that the foundation-stone of the 
Royal Exchange was to be laid on the 13th 
September, and that a splendid procession of the 
Grand Lodge, attended by the other lodges, in and 
about Edinburgh, would take place on that oc- 
casion. In order that the whole ceremony might 
be conducted with the greatest propriety, regu- 
larity apd splendour, a plan of the procession 
was transmitted to the brethren by the Grand- 
Master, which was highly approved of, and una- 
nimously adopted. 

When the appointed day arrived, the cere- 
mony was conducted in the following manner. 

In the morning, the Grand Lodge ordered a 
magnificent triumphal arch, in the true Augus- 
tan style, to be erected at the entry which led to 
the place where the stone was to be laid. In the 
nitches, betwixt the columns, on each side of the 
gate, were two figures representing Geometry and 
Arcbitecture^ each as large as life. The entablature 
was of the Corinthian order, and the frize con- 
tained the following inscription, 

Quod 
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Quod fdiz faustumque sit 

TRANSLATION. , 

May this prove fortunate and auspicious* 

On the middle panriel of the Attic base, placed 
over the entablature, was fepreiseflted the Genius 
of Edinburgh^ in a curule chair, under a canopy* 
On her right hand stood a group of figures, repre- 
senting the Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Coun^ 
cil, in their robes; and, on her left, another 
group, representing the Noblemen and Gentle- 
men who were employed as overseers of the 
intended structure. In front was placed the 
Grand-Master presenting a plan of the Exchange, 
attended by several of his brethren, in their pro- 
per attire. The whole was decoratied with laurels. 

On the west of the place where the stone was 
to be laid, a theatre was erected for the magis- 
trates, covered v^rith tapestry, and decked with 
flowers. Directly opposite to it, on the east, was 
another theatre, adorned in the same manner, for 
the Grand-Master, and the officer-bearers of the 
grand lodge. Around were galleries for the other 
lodges, and for ladies and gentlemen. 

The foundatibn-stofie, with the following in- 
scription, was laid on the pavement, early in 
the morning, for public inspection. 

Y Georgius 
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•Geoi^us Drumidondus 
In Architectonica Scotiae Repub. 
Curio Maximusy 
Urbis Edinburgi ter Consul, 
• Adstantibus fratribus Architectonicis ccc. 
Fraesentibus multis Regni Magnatibus, 
Senatu etiam Populoque Edinensi, 
£t Hominun^ Ordinis cujusque 
Magna stipante frequentia, 
Cunctisque plaudentibus ; 
Ad Edinensium commoditatem 
Et Decus publicum, 
^£dificiorum novorum Principium 
Lapidem hunc posuit 
Gulielmo Alexandro Cons. 
Idibus Septembr. a. d. mdccliii. 
Aerae architectonicae vmdccliii. 
Imperiique Georgii 11. Britanniarum Regis 
Anno xxvii. 

TRANSLATION. 

George Drummond, * 

Grand-Master, 

Of the Society of Free Masons in Scotland, 

Thrice Consul (Provost) of the City of Edinburgh, 

Three hundred of the fraternity attending. 

In presence of many peers of the realm, 

'The magistrates and citizens of Edinburgh, 

And of people of every rank 

A numerous Assembly, 

And all applauding. 

For the conveniency of the inhabitants of Edinburgh, 

And for the public ornament. 

As the beginning of the new buildings. 

Laid 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



FREE MASONRY, J 7 1 

Laid this stone. 

In the consulship of William Alexander^ 

On the 13th of September 1753, 

Of the sera of Masonry 5753, 

And of the reign of George II. King of G. Britain^ 

The 27th year. 

Below the inscription were three holes, each 
fitted to contain a medal struck on the occasion. 
On the one side of this medal was the effigies of the 
Grand-Master in profile, vested with the ribbon 
peculiar to his office; and, in front, a view of the 
Royal Infirmary, with the following inscription, 

G. Drunmiond, Architect. Scot. 
Summus Magis. Edin. ter Cos. 

TRANSLATION. 

George Drunimond^ Grand-Master of the Society of Free 
Masons in Scotland : thrice Consul (Provost) of Edin-. 
burgh. 

On the reverse of the medal,. was a perspective 
view of the Exchange, encircled with thq follow- 
ing inscription, 

Urbi exoraapdae, civiumque Commoditatu 

TRANSLATION. 

For the ornament of the city, and the conveniency of the 
citizens. 

And 
Y 2 
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And underneath, 

Fori Novi Edinburgensis posito Lapide primoy Ordo per 
Scotiam Architectonicus excudi jussit) xiii. Septembris 

MDCCLIU. 

TRANSLATION, 

The first stone of the New Exchange of Edmburgh being 
laid, the Society of Masons through Scotland ordered 
this to be struck, 13th September 1753. 

.Another medal was struck on the occasion, 

One side had the effigies, •Stc. as above, and on 
the reverse were the masons arms, inclosed within 
the collar of St Andrew, with this inscription : 

In the Lord is all our trust. 

The brethren were all convened in Mary's 
Chapel, Niddry's Wynd, at three o'clock in the 
afternoon, all in their proper jewels and clothing, 
where they were met by the Most Worshipful 
Grand-Master, who represented to them, that, as 
he proposed to execute this solemn act of his office 
in the most regular manner, he had ordered the 
clerk to transmit to .the master of every lodge a 
plan of the order of procession, to be strictly ob- 
served on this occasion. At three o'clock in the 
afternoon, the procession advanced in the follow- 
ing prder : 

The 
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The jiuiior lodges first. 

A body of operative masons not belonging to 
any lodge present. 

A band of French horns. 

The lodges present, in the following order : 

A military lodge from General Johnston's regi- 
ment. 

Thistle lodge. 

Scots lodge in Canongate. 

Holyroodhouse lodge. 

Vernon Kilwinning lodge. 

Canongate from Leith lodge. 

Dalkeith lodge. 

Lodge of Journeymen Masons. 

Canongate and Leith, Leith and Canongate 
lodge. 

Leith Kilwimiing lodge. 

Canongate Kilwinning lodge. 

^lary^s Chapel kxlge. 
All the brethren new clothed, and the Mas- 
ter and Wardens of each lodge forming 
the last rank, in the proper clothings and 
jewels of their respective lodges, with their 
other badges of dignity. 

A body of gentlemen masons belonging to fo- 
reign lodges. 

A band of hautboys. 

The golden compasses, carried by an operative 
jazson. 

Three Grand Stewards, with their rods. 

Grand 
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Grand Secretary, drand Treasurer, and GranH 
Clerk. 

Three Grand Stewards, with their rods. 

Golden square, level, and plumb, carried by 
three operative masons. 

A band of French horns. 

Three Grand Stewards, with their rods. 

The Grand Wardens. 

The cornucopia and golden mallet, carried by 
the officer of the Grand Lodge and an operative 
mason. 

The Grand -Master, supported by a former 
Grand-Master, and the present Substitute. 

Another body of operative masons. 
- A company of the City-guard covered the 
rear. 

At the head of Niddry's Wynd, a body of the 
military, consisting of 150 men, besides a com- 
pany of grenadiers, were drawn up in two lines, 
to receive them. By these the procession was 
escorted ; one half of the grenadiers marching in 
the front, and the other half in the rear, with 
their bayonets fixed. The officer on the city- 
guard, at the head of his company, paid the pro- 
per military honours as they passed. In this or- 
der they marched, drums beating and music play- 
ing, to the Parliament-close. Here the masons 
and the troops were formed, each into two lines, 
tlie troops covering the masons. Notice being 

sent 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



FREEMASONRY. I75 

sent to the council-chamber, the Lord Provost, Ma- 
gisratcs, and Council, in their robes, the city- 
sword and mace borne before them, preceded by 
the city officers with their partisans, came into 
the Parliament-close. They were received by 
the Grand-Master, and the officers of the Grand 
Lodge, at the north-west corner', next to the 
Council. chamber. The procession then moved 
in the foUov^dng manner : 

First, the Lord Provost, Ma^strates, and 
Council, attended by several of the gentlemen 
employed in directing the public works, walk- 
ed through the liAes. The Grand-Masters up- 
ported as before, the jewels, Sc-c. borne before 
him, went next. Then followed the several 
lodges according to their seniority. Having 
passed in this manner through the triumphal 
arch, the Lord Pwvost, Magistrates, and Coim- 
cil, went to the theatre on the west ; the Grand- 
Master, and the officers of the Grand Lodge, to 
that on the east ; and the several lodges to the 
galleries respectively assigned them. There was a 
chair for the Grand-Master, with a table before 
it, covered with tapestry, on which were placed 
the jewels, &c. the cornucopia, and two silver 
vessels, filled, the one with wine, and the other 
with oil. 

When all the company were thus properly 
disposed, the Grand-Master took his seat, and 

the 
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the Stone was, by order of the Substitute Grand* 
Master, slung in a tackle, and let down gradu- 
ally, making three regular stops before it came 
to the ground. While this was going on, the 
Mason's Anthem was played by the music, and 
then sung, all the brethren joining in the chorus« 
The music continuing to play the anthem, the 
stone was laid on the ground, the Grand-Master 
came down from the theatre, supported as be- 
fore, preceded by the officers of the Grand 
Lodge, the jewels, &c. borne before him, to 
the ground where the stone lay ; and passing 
through the officers of the Grand Lodge, to the 
place where the stone lay, the Substitute Grand- 
Master put into each of the three cavities made in 
the stone for that purpose, one of the aforemen^ 
tioned medals. Here' the music stopped. The 
former Grand-Master and the Substitute retiring, 
two operative brethren came in their place ; with 
whose assistance the Grand-Master turned the 
stone, and laid it in its bed, the inscription un- 
dermost. The stone is in the south-east comer 
of the west wing. After it was laid, the Grand- 
Master, with the Substitute on his right, placing 
himself on the east, and the wardens standing 00 
the west of it, the square, the plumb, the level, 
and the mallet, were successively delivered to the 
Substitute, and by him to the Grand-Master ; 
and having been severally used by the Grand- 
Master, one of them, always before he received 

another. 
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ttnother, they were redelivered in the same man- 
ner, to the same persons by whom they were 
borne. He applied the square to that part of the 
stone which was square ; the plumb to the seve- 
ral edges of the stone ; .the level above the stone, 
in several positions, and with the mallet he gave 
the stone three knocks. On this the brethren gave 
three huzzas. The anthem was played again ; and 
the cornucopia, and the two silver vessds, were 
brought from the theatre, and delivered; the cor- 
nucopia to the Substitute, and the two vessels to 
the Wardens. When the anthem was ended, the 
cornucopia and the two vessels were successively 
presented by the Substitute to the Grand-Master, 
and he, according to an anc^ient ceremony on 
such occasions, poured out the contents, the 
com, the wine, and the oil, on the stone, saying, 
** May the bountifbi hand of Heaven ever sup- 
" ply this city iqlUi abimdance of com, wine, 
** and oil, and all the other conveniencies of 
•* life." This being succeeded by three huzzas, 
the anthem was again played, and, when finish- 
ed, the Grand -Master repeated these words, 
** May the Grand Architect of the universe, as 
** we have now laid this foundation-stone, of his 
" kind providence, enable us to carry on and 
'* finish what we have now begun ; and may he 
^* be a guard to this place, and the city in gene- 
" ral, and preserve it from decay and ruin to 
" the latest posterity." Having closed the cere- 
mony with a short prayer for the Sovereign, the 

7, sennte 
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senate o£ the city, the fraternity of masons, and 
all the people, the anthem was again played, and 
the Grand-Master returned to his chair ; the bire- 
thren expressing their applause by repeated clap- 
ping of bands, and three huzzas. 

The Grand-Master addressed himself to the 
Lord Provoist, Magistrates, and Council, and 
such of the gentlemen employed in the direction 
of the building as were then present^ 

*• My Loan anb Gei^lemen, 

** In the public character which I now hold, at 
*• the heed of my brethren of this ancient and 
" honourable Socfety, I presume to address you ; 
" and in their name, and for myself,. I return 
" you my most humble and hearty thanks for 
*' the honour you have done ns in witnessing 
♦* our laying this foundation-stone. . ftfey you 
" and jour successors be happy instruments of 
" forwarding this great and good work, of which 
" we have now so fair a prospect. As it will 
** add greatly to the ornament and advantage of 
" the city, so I hope it will be a lasting honour 
** to you, and a means of transmitting your me- 
" mories to the latest posterity. 

" To such ofyou, my fellow citizens, as are joined 
*.* in the direction of this building with the other 
V noble and generous patrons of the intended pub- 

" lie 
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♦* lie works, I address myself particularly, and 
** at the desire of my brethren, some of whom 
** have become contributors, and I hope more 
•* will soon follow the laudable example. I 
•* beg leave to take notice, that, as these works 
•* are designed for the ornament, interest, and 
'** conveniency of the city, it is not doubted but 
•* you will be attentive, with the most vigorous 
•* and ardent zeal, to pursue the whole of the 
** scheme' for the general good, and hxi no ac- 
** count to allow private interest, or party hu- 
** moar, any where to prevail or interfere. I 
•* would not have presumed to express myself in 
*' this manner, were it not absolutely necessary, 
** for the success of such works, that the people 
** without doors should be entirely satisfied of 
** the disinterestedness of the directors. Jea- 
** louaies, if there should be any at our setting 
** out, could not ftil to be atten(kd with fatal 
** consequences, no less, perhaps, than the en- 
*f tire overthrow of the scheme. They would 
^ occasion an unhappy backwardness, if not a 
^^ stagnation in the contributions ; as prejudices, 
** however ilUfounded, are always vety difficult 
" to be oTcrcame. This could not but give the 
^* utmost concern to aU df us, and to every good 
** citizen.' 

** The task i have imdertsken, will, no doubt, 

*** to acmie appear insurmountable ; it must, in- 

" deed, be confessed to be difficult. But my 

Z 2 " ** experience 
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." experience of the kindness of Providence in a 
" late affair of this nature *, and the generous 
" disposition of my fellow-citizens, and many 
*' others, encouraged me to engage likewise in 
" this undertaking. And, whatever judgment 
** the censuring part of mankind may pass, I 
" have a secret satisfaction in thinking some of 
** my leisure hours thus usefully employed. I 
" shall chearfuUy sacrifice a part of my own 
" quiet and interest, if thereby I can be any 
." ways serviceable to the place of my birth, 
^* and the metropolis of my country, which has, 
*' agaip and again, done me the great honour to 
^' put me at the head of its senate. And I flatter 
" myself this resolution will be allowed not to 
" proceed from any sinister motives. 

" As I have nothing more sincerely at heart 
" than the finishing the woik we have i^iw so 
" happily begun, I am hopeful, that if God, in 
'* bis providence, shall not permit us to se^ it 
t' finished, there will not be wanting gentlemen 
^ of abilities, endued with so nmch love to their 
" country as to thinks as I have always done, 
" a part of their time an4 labour worthily be- 
'^ stowed, in superiptendiiiig and promoting this 
" and all the other schemes now in view, for the 
** benefit of the public. That the city of Edin- 
!* burgh may always be blessed with many such 

citizens, 

f The Royal Infinnary of Edinburgh. 
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^* citizens, and that the city, and all ranks of 
^* people in it, may flourish and be happy, has 
^* ever been, and still shall be, my unfeigned 
*' wish, and most ardent prayer.** 

The Grand-Master next addressed himself to 
tbt tuidertakers, to the following effect. 

" My Brethren and FEiLaw Citizens, 

** You are now about to engage in the cxecu-^ 

** tion of this great undertaking, which I hope 

/* will bring you profit. It will bring you hoi 

** nour likewise, if you perform your part fkith- 

" fully. I persuade myself you are convinced, 

*^ that, to gain the esteem and thanks of the 

" noble and judicious patrons of this work, and 

^* of your fellow citizens, will be of no smaD 

*^ consequence to you ; and that these depend 

^f on the executiqa of what you now undertake., 
** Your reputation must either stand or fall by 

" it : For the beauties or faults of public edifices * 

^* are in a manner manifest to every body. A 

** good design \frell executed does honour, to the 

^ undertaker ; but his reputation must sufifer, if 

** art, prudence, or honesty, be wanting. What 

^* I have said is only by way of ckutionr; for I 

" have no doubt of your capacity to ju^ge of the 

f' soundness of the materials, or of your know- 

** ledge in every thing requisite. Yet, let me 

?* advise you to consider well, and make your- 

ff sdves thoroughly acquainted with the whole 

or 
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♦*. of the design. By having a clear and distinct 
^ view of the general plan, you will discover 
•* many thiags necessary to be knQwn, which 
" otherwise might escape the most accurate ; 
" and thus you will avoid false and expensive 
**, executions. I believe it will be convenient 
•* that one of your number, sufficiently accc^n* 
** plished to "perform every part of the worl^ 
** and who, by a constant study and practice in 
.^' works of this kind, has demonstrated his know* 
ff' ledge, be appointed to attend and oversee the 
t^ work at all times. I have nothing to add, but 
*^ to recomaiend a strict adherence to the plan, 
^ and to whatever the directors may think fit to 
^^ pi^cribe ; and that no undue freedoms be used 
•* l?y you, either in the exterior ornaments, or in 
** the interior disposition. You are never to de- 
^' viate in the least from the design, unL^s it be 
** thought absolutely necessaiy by its noble pa- 
** trc^ns." 
» 

Tfl J ceremony being now over, the magistrates 
tiOpk . leave. When they were gob^ awieiy, the 
SubstitjUte Grand-Master presented them with se- 
veral of the medals struck on the occaaion. 

Th£ brethren thea walked firom the ground 
to the palace of Holyroodhouse, in the same 
ordef,[ aiid, escorted in the same manner as in 
xpi^ prac;^i<Hi from the chapeL When they 
grriyed a( dje -pliaco-gate, the troops i^ft them ; 

the 
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the Grand-Master having, in his own name, and 
in that of his brethren, made proper acknowledg- 
ments to the jcommanding officers for their care 
and prudence. . 

The brethren now entered the inner cou^, and 
formed themselves, into a square j ^and having, re- 
ceived the Granit-Master, with the Officers of the 
Grand-Lodge into th« oentr^, thc^ paid him the* 
complimei^ts due to his high rtokt by related 
clapping of hands and h\nim$. He then - ^ro^ 
-ceeded, with the usual state, followed by the 
lodges according to their senii^rity, to the great 
gallery. There they were entertained, in the 
decent, solemn, and harmonious manner, ustial 
among masons. And, that nothing might be said 
to break in upon the regularity that had been 
observed during the whole ceremony, the com- 
pany dismissed about nine o'clock in the evening. 

On this occasion there was the greatest con- 
course of people that has been witnessed in the 
city, Wherel^er th^ procession passed, all the 
windows, and -even the tops of the houses, were 
crowded. But, notwithstanding the vast multi- 
tude, and the hazardous situation into which 
many were led by their curiosity, the whole 
ceremony was, by the goodness of Divine Provi- 
dence, brought to a happy termination, with- 
out the smallest accident. 

XVIU. Granj> 
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XVIIL GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1753. 

Charles Hamilton Gordon, Esq. Grand^Master. 
Joseph Williamson, Esq. Deputy Grand^Master. 
George Fraser, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 
Dr John Boswell, Senior Grand-Warden. 
Patrick lindsay, Esq. Junior Grande-Warden. 
Thomas Mylne, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 
Jcdm Macdougall, Esq. Grand^Secretarj. 
Mr Janeies Alison, Grsml^Clerk. 

A PETITION was received from the Scotish lodge 
ia ..Copenhagen, denominated Le Petit Nombreyt^- 
questing a charter of confirmation from the Grand 
JLodge of Scotland, and also the liberty of electing 
a Grand-Master, with full powers to erect new. 
lodges in any part of the kingdom. This peti- 
tion being considered, the Grand Lodge were of 
opinion, that they could not, consistently with 
their supreme dignity and authority, delegate the 
power of electing a Grand-Master. But as they 
were desirous to promote, as far as possible,- the 
interests of masonry, they resolved to .grant a 
patent of constitution and erection in the usual 
form, and a provincial commission to a qualifi-- 
cd person, empowering him to erect new lodges 
in the kingdoms of Denmark and Norway, and 
to superintend those which were already erected; 
provided that this provincial Grand-Master should 
be always subject to the Grand Lodge of Scot- 
land: 
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land; and that the lodges which he constituted, 
should recognise and acknowledge her as their pa- 
ramount superior. 



XIX. GRAND ELECTKW, AW* 30. 1754. 

The Honotttable Jaaies> Master «f Forbes^ GrandrMutep* 
David Dahymple^ £8%« D€fuiy Grand-Master. 
George Fraser, Esq. SuhstituM Grani'Master. 
John Lumsc^nj £sq» Senior Gnmd-*Warden. 
Alexander Cunningham, Esq. Junior Grand^Warden* 
Thomas Mylne, Esq. Grand-Treasurer • 
Alexander MacdougaU, Esq. Grand-Secretary* 
Mr James Alison, Crand^Clerl. 

' After the election of the office-bearers, the 
brethren walked m procession from Miary*s Cha- 
pel, to the IBgh School, accompanied with bands 
rf music, and directed by the light of torches. 
At this processipn, iabove four hundred brethren 
were present, and amongst them. Colonel James 
Adolphus Oughton, provincial Grand-Master over 
the English lodges in the island of Minorca, &c. 
This is the first instance of a procession by torch 
light that occurs in the records of the Grand 
Lodge. 

It was agreed upon in the course of this year, 
that the quarterly communications should here- 
after meet on the first Mondays of February, May, 
August, and November. 

.A a XX. GRAnD 
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XX. GRAND ELECTION, Dtc. 1. 1755. 

Sholto Charles Lord Aberdour, GranJUMaster. 
George Fraseti Esq. Deptaj GrafuUMaster. 
Richard Tod, Esq. Substitute Grande-Master. 
Dr Henry Cunningham, Esq. Senior GramUWarJeti. ' 
William Budge, Esq. junior Grand^Warden. 
James Ewart, Esq. Grand^Treasurer. 
Alexander Macdougall, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 
Mr James Alison, Grand^lerk. 

It was represented to the Grand Lodge, that 
the interests of masonry would be greatly pro- 
moted by the diyision of Scotland into districts, 
and the appointment of provincial Graiad-Mas- 
ters to each district. This suggestion being taken 
into consideration, it was resolved to nominate a 
number of respectable gentlemen, who wer^ qua- 
lified for the discharge of that important office. 
Sir William Dunbar, Bart, of Westfield, was ap- 
pointed to the district of Inverness. Mr David 
iDalrymple, Advocate, to that of Aberdeen. Mr 
John Cunningham, younger of Balbougie, to 
the Fife district. James Liddersdale, Esq. Col- 
lector of Excise at Kelso, to the district compre- 
hen^ng the counties of East Lothian, Roxburgh, 
Selkirk, and Peebles. And Archibald Hamilton, 
Esq. of Dalserff, to the district of Glasgow, Dum- 
fries, Stc. 

The 
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The Grand Lodge was requested by the lodge 
of Canongate and Leith, to appoint a proper 
person to consecrate ^ new room, fitted up for 
holding their meetings. In compliance with 
this request, Mr John Maclure, Grand-Chaplain, 
was appointed, who performed the ceremony in 
presence of the Grand-Master, and other office- 
bearers of the Grand Lodge. 

In consequence of a petition from the lodge 
at Kelso, stating that the progress of the bridge, 
then building over the Tweed, would likely h%, 
retarded for want of money, and requesting as- 
sistance from the funds of the Grand Lodge; thdy 
agreed to allot twenty guineas for this important 
purpose. 



XXI. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30, 1756. 

Sholto Charles Lord Aberdour, Grand^Maiter. 
George Fraser, Esq. Deputy Grand-MasUr. 
Richard Tod, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 
Dr H^ry Cunnin^ianY, Senior Grand-Warden^ 
William Budge, Esq. Junior Grand-Warden. 
James Ewart, Esq. Grand'Treasurer. 
Alexander Macdougall, Esq. Grand^cretary. 
Mr James Alison, Grand^Clerk, 

Lord Aberdour was again elected to the of- 
fice of Grand-Master; .which is the first instance 
of a re-election since the institution of the Grand 
J/)dge. 

A a2 In 
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• In the course of this year, a proYincial com- 
mission was granted to Colonel John Young, who 
had be^i for many years Deputy Grand-Master 
£or Scotland, over all the lodges in America and 
, the West-Indies. A patent of erection was also 
jgranted for a lodge at Boston; in New England. 



XXII. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1757, 

Alexander Earl of Galloway, Grand-Master. 
George Fraser, Esq. Deputy Grand^Master* 
JUchard Tod, £$<}. Stthtittae Grsnd-Master. 
Pavid Roas, Esq. Sephr GrMnd-WsnUn. 
William M«Gh$e, Esq. ynfiUr Graad^Wardm. 
James Hunter, Esq. Gratd-Treasurtr. 
Alexander Macdougall, Esq. Grand^cretarj. 
Mr James Alison, Grand'^Clerh 

A CHART£R of constitutton was* during this 
year, granted to the lodge of Fredricksburgh in 
Virginia. 



XXIIL GRAND ELECTION, iViw. 30. 175*. 

Alexander Earl of G^Uowafi Gr^td-MasUr^ 
George Fraser, Esq. Di^uty Grand^M04tir^ 
Richard Tpd, Esq. Sub^titftte Grttnd-MaHifn 
David Ross, Esq. Senior Grand-Warden 
WiUiam M<Ghie, Esq. Juni9r Grand^arden^ 
James Hunter, Esq. Grand^Treasurer. 
Alexander Macdougall, Esq. Grand-Sccretarx, 
Mr John Maclure, Grande-Chaplain. 
Mr George Beam, Grand-Cffrk* * 

THfi 
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• Tick comwiittee of chanty, itimtig taken ibto 

their <x»»ideration the distressed condittOD cff the 

^French priscwiei^, confinediruthe CsutieoEEdhi. 

iHirgh, resolved to lay out ten guineas in supply* 

ing them with clothes and other netessaries; and 

to give the preference tothbee who were brethren 

of the order, without neglecting the necessities 

of such as were uninitiated* We have already 

mentioned several instances of the humanity and 

benevolence of the Grand Lodge of Scotland. 

But we are persuaded, that their conduct to the 

French prisoners will procure* them the esteem 

of every generous and feeKng mind. 

- - • '« . * ' •' 

Mr John Maclure having acted as chap^ 
lain to the Grand Lodge for ^ cppsiderable time, 
they installed him into that office, and authorised- 
him to hold the .proper raidc and precedency a 
the Grand hddge: 



XXIV. GRANS JULEGTiON, Afc«. 30; 1759. r . 

» - I- 
David Earl of LeveiH Gnmi^mif^^ 
George Fras^r, £8<(. Ji^nny. Grand-Master. 
Richard Tod, Esq. SftbstkiOe Gmmd^aMn 
Walter Stewart, Esq. &wr Grattd-Wardm.^ 
Major James Seton, Junior GrandWarden, 
James HmMer, Esq. Grand-Treasunr. 
Alexander MacdPUgall^ Eaq. Grattd'Sicretary. 
Mr John Maclure^ Grand'Chaplatn. 
Mr George Beam, Grand-Ckrk. 

Several 
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Several brethren who were Scots masons, haT* 
ing erected a lodge at Charlestown in South Ca- 
rolina, transmitted five guineas to the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland, for the use of their poor. 
Grateful for this unexpected instance of benevo- 
lence, the Grand Lodge ordered a charter to be 
instantly made out, and transmitted to them by 
the first opportunity. 

On the 24th April 1760, the brethren, in and 
about Edinburgh, walked in procession from the 
lodge of Canongate Kilwinning, to lay the foun- 
dation-stone of theCanongate Poor-Housc, which 
was performed with the usual solemnities, 

XXV. GRAND ELECTION, D^, u 1760. 

David Earl of Leren, Grand^Master. 
Charles Earl of Elgin, Grand-Master Elect. 
George Eraser, Esq. Deputy Grand-Master. 
Richard Tod, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 
Walter Stewart, Esq. Senior Grand-Warden. 
Major James Seton, Junior Grand-Warden. 
James Hunter, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 
Alexander Macdougall, Esq. Grand^cretarj, 
Mr John Maclnie, Grand-Ctap/ain. 
Mr George Beam, Grand-Clerk 

In the course of this year the practice was 
introduced, of permitting the Grand-Master to 
hold his office for two years ; at the end of the 
first year, however, he nominated his successor, 

who 



Digitized by 



Google 



FREE MASOKRI^. I^t 

who received the appellation of Grand-Master 
Elect. 



XXVL GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1761. 

Charles Earl of Elgin, Grand-MasUf'. 

James Stewarti Esq. Deputy Grand^Master. 

Richard Tod, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 

Captain John Wemyss, Senior Grand^Warden. 

The Hon. Alexander Gordon, Junior Grand-Warden. 

James Hunter, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 

Alexander Macdougall, Esq. Grand^Secretary. 

Mr John Maclure, Grand^Chaplain 

Mr George Beam, Grand^Clerk. 

In the course of this year two French prison- 
crs in Edinburgh Castle, who were Free^ Masons, 
were allowed four guineas from the Grand Lodge. 
These instances of practical charity should not be 
sufiered to pass in silent oblivion. 



XXVII. GRAND ELECTION, iVbv. 30 1762. 

Charles Earl of Elgin, Grand^Master. 
John Earl of Kellie, Grand^Master Elect. 
James Stewart, Esq. Deputy Grand^Mnxter. 
Richard Tod, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 
Governor John Wemyss, Senior GraniWarden. 
The Hon. Alexander Gordon, Junior Grand^Warden. 
James Hunter, Esq. Grand'Treasurer. 
Alexander Macdougall, Esq. Grand^Secretary. 
Mr John Maclure, Grand-Chaplain* 
Mr George Beam^ Grand^Clerk. 

A 
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A fimwtx vftas tim fcstr receire^ from some 
brethren in London^ requesting a charter of con- 
stitution from the Grand Lodge of Scotland. 
Lest such a grant, however^ should interfere with 
the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of England, 
it was agreed to refuse ibexr rc^wst. But the 
Grand Lodge oflfered to recommeiMl them to the 
Grand Lodge oi England. 

A LETTER was rcccived from the Lord Ph)vost, 
Magistrates, and Town Council of Edinburgh, in- 
forming the Grand Lodge, that they had resolved 
to lay the foundation stone of the North Bridge, on 
the 2 1 St of October 17(53, and requesting the com- 
pany and assistance of the Grand-Master and 
hia biethren, ia conducting the necessary cere- 
monies. 

The brethren met in the Parlkment {iouse at 
two o'clock in the afternoon. In absenee of the 
Earl of Elgin, the present Grand-Master, George 
Drummond, Esq, Lord Provost of Edinburgh, 
who was Grand-Master in 1753, and officiated in 
person at laying the first stone of the Edinburgh 
Exchange, was appointed to act in that charac- 
ter. At three o'clock the procession advanced in 
the following order. 

The 
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The lodge of Musselburgh Kilwinniag* 

The military lodge of the Duke of Norfyk. 

The thistle Lodge. 

Edinburgh St Andrew's lodge. 

St Luke's lodge. 

St Giles's lodge. 

St David's lodge* 

Dalkeith Lodge. 

Journeymen-Masons lodge. 

Canongate and Leith, Leith and Canongate. 

Leitji lodge. 

Cancmgate Elilwinning lodge. 

Mary's Chapel lodge. 

Grand Lodge. 

The masters and wardens in their {Nrop^r cloth- 
ing, jewels, and other badges of dignity, formed 
the last ranks of their respective lodges. The 
Gtand Lodge was preceded by a musical band of 
the fratctoity, who all the way sung several fine 
airs, accompanied by French horns, &c. and by 
some operative brethren who carried the jewels 
of the fraternity. In this order, the procession 
(escorted by two companies of the mihtary, and 
the city-gvuurd) advanced along the street, by the 
Netherbow, Leith^-Wynd, and the road leading 
west from the port at the foot of that wynd, to 
the place where the foundation-stone was to be 
laid, which is a few paces to the north of the new 
port. When they arrived at the place, the bre- 
thren having stationed themselves around the 
Grand Lodge, on scaffolds erected for the pur** 
B b pose, 
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pose, the 9tone was laid, with the usual solem- 
nities, by the Grand-Master, amid^ the accla- 
mations of the brethren, and a prbdigious pum- 
bcr of spectators. The whole being concluded 
with an anthem, about five oVlock, the brethren 
returned in procession, and passed the evening 
in the Assembly-hall, with that social chearful- 
ness, for which the society is so eminently distin- 
guished. 

Threb medals, struck on the occasion, were 
placed below the stone. On one of these was 
an elevation of the intended bridge; on another, 
a bust of the present King ; and on the third, 
the following inscription, which was likewise cut 
upon the stone, in capital letters. 

F. D. ©• K. 

PoQtus a4 JUfthtm Edbb. ponum* 

Lapidem himc f uodatmiim principium* 

posuit 

Georgius Drummondus Armiger, 

. Urbis Consul, 

Praetoni sui anno duodecimo, 

Die Octb. xxi. A. D. mdcclxiii, 

JExm autem Architectonicie anno 

VMDCCLXIli, 

Honorabili somme colendo tiro 

Carok) Comte de £lgi% 

Apud Scotos Artis hujus Curione maziniOt 

Ac Georgii in. 

Mag. Britan. Fr. & Hib. Regis. 

Anno III. 

Q. D. B. V. 

, TRANSLATION 
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TRANSLATICm. 



By the favour of Almighty Godf ^ 

George Dnmummdy Esq. 

Lord Provost of diis city. 

Laid 

Thb FomufatiaD-Sloiie 

Of the bridge leading tomords Leitb^ 

The sea-port of the city of Edinburj^ 

In the twelfth year of his Provoi^h^ 

Upon the 21st day of OctsAem 

In the year of our Lord 17^, 

And of the aen of Maaonty 57tf3f 

(The right Honourable and Most Worshipful 

ChtfktBarlof Og^ 

Being Giud Master-MaMi ^ SeotkUd)^ 

And of Ae Tf^ of OeoigcOL 

King of G. Britain^ Vnttos^ and Inind^ 

Tne inkd yvir» 

"(T&idi may the supnmt GmI j»M^ 



XXVIIL GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30, 1765. 

John Earl of Kellie^ Grani-Mofter. 
Joseph WiDianison^ Deputy GranJ^Miutir. 
Richard Tod, Esq. Svhtifuit Grtnd^Master. 
Andrew Alisofi, Ym^ Sinmt Ctwid^Wmrimi. 
Alex*. Wi^ Esq. AdvDoate, Jmiar QramiWMm^ 
James H«uiter> Eaq* CkvrfdJTrtmmntr^ 
AkK. Macdougal^ Esq^ Gra^kl'^Mnttar/. 
Mr John Madure, Gramd-Cb^fUm. 

lit George Beam^ Crand-Xlkrk. 

- • * 

Toe Lo<^e of St. Andrew's, at St. Thomas 

in. 
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in the East, Jamaica, transmitted, duAng this 
year, the smn of ten pomids for the charity 
ifund. 

A Military Lodg? was thi? year erected in 
Holland, under the name of the Union Lodge, 
The cpnstituticm was granted by the Grand Lodge 
of Scotland, at the request of the chief officers it\ 
General Marjoribanks' s regiment, in the service of 
the States-General of the United Provinces. 



XXIX, GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1764. 

John Earl of Kellie, Grand^Master. 

Rt Hon. J. Stewart, Ld. Provost, GrandrMtutnt Elect. 

Joseph Williamson, Esq. Deputy Grand^Master.] 

Richard Tod, Esq. Substitute Qrand^Master. 

Andrew Alison, Esq. Sepior Grand^ff^arden. 

Alex. Wij^, Esq. Advocate, Jufwr Grand^Warden^ 

Alexander Macdougall, Esq. Grand'Treasurer^ 

Mr John Maclure, Grand^Chaplain. 

Mr George Beam, Grand^Cierk. 

In the course of this year two guineas were 

transmitted . to the charity fund, by St. John's 

Lodge in Virginia. Facts of this nj^ture, appa^ 

rently tnffing, are mentioned for the ^nfpntiation 

of those who represent the benevolence of Free 

Masons as counterfeited and hypocritical. We 

have seen, in more instances than one, that the 

•^de Atlantic, even, cannot separate the hearts 0* 

the Brethren. 

.. — • ^ • •.- XXX 
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XXX. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1765. 

Rt. Hon, J. Stewart, Ld. Provost of Edin. Grand-Master. 

The Hon. Alexander Gordon, Deputy Grand^Master. 

Richard Tod, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 

Sir John Whitefprd, Senior Grand^JVarden. 

Sir William Forbes, Junior Grand-Warden^ 

James Hunter, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 

Alexander Macdougall, Esq. Grand^cretary. . 

Mr* John Maclure, Grand-Chaplain. 

M^ George Beam, Grand-Clerk. 

No important events marked the proceedings 
of this year. 



XXXI. GRAND ELECTION, Dec. i, 1766. 

Rt. Hon. J. Stewart, Ld. Provost of Edin. Grand-Master. 

George Earl of Dalhousie, Grand-Master Elect. 

The Hon. Alexander Gordon, Deputy Grand-Master. 

Richard Tod, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 

^ir John Whiteford, Senior Grand-Warden. 

Sir William Forbes, Junior Grand-Warden. 

James Hunter, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 

Alexander Macdougall, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 

tAr John Mac}ure, Grand-Ciaplain. 

}i1t Archibald Megget, Grand-C/eri. 

The elegant mason lodge at Dalkeith was con* 
secrated on the 24th November 1767, by Richard 
Tod, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 

xxxn- 
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XXXII. GRAND ELtCTION, Nov. 30, 1767. 

Ceorge Earl of Dalhousicy Grawi'Master. 
Lord Robert Kerr, Deputy Grand-Master. 
Andrew AEson, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 
Alexander Elphinstone, Esq. Senwr Grand-MAster. 
Harry Bcthune, E»q. Junwr Gmnd-lVarden. 
James Hunter, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 
Alexander Macdougall, Eaq. GramdSecretary, 
Mr. John Mackm, Grmmd-Che^lam. 
Mr Archibald Megget, Grmmd-Cieri. 

During this year the practice of granting diplo^ 
mas was introduced into the Grand Lodge. 

XXXIII. GRAND ELECTION, iVw. 30, 1768. 

George EmtI of Didhouie, Grmd-Msuitr. 

His Excellency General Oughton, Grand-rMaster Electa 

Lofid Robwt Kerr» DepuiyGremdMoMer. 

Andrew AUson, Esq. Smbstitute GrsMd-Manef\ 

Alexander Elpbinstonc, Esq. Senior Grand-Warden, * 

Harry Bcthune, Esq. Junior Graud-Warden. 

James Hunter, Esq. Grand-Treasurer., 

Alexander Macdougall, Esq. Grand-Secretury. 

Mr John Maclurc, Grand-Chaplain. 

Mr Archibald Megget, Grand-Clerk. 

In the course of this year several inregnlarities 
had been committed by the Lodges, while laying 
the foundation-stone of the bridge at Glasgow. It 
Appears that they had efccted a Grand-Master and 
other office-bearers for this purpose, without think- 
ing that such conduct was highly onconstitutionaL 
The Grand Lodge having written upon this sub- 
ject 
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ject to the Lord Proyost of Glasgow, who was 
then Provincial Grand-Master of the district^ re-^ 
ceived a suitable apology. 



XXXIV. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30, 1769. 

i& TjfcMencj General Oaglitony OraaJ-JUasier* 

Sir William Ecsktne, D^ftaj Grttrnd-MafUr. 

Andrew Aliy^n, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 

Dr James Lind, Senior Grand-Warden, 

William Baillie, Esq. Junior Grand-Warden, 

James Hunter, Esq, Grand-Treasurer, 

Alexander MacdougaU, Esq. Grand-Sicr€tary» . . « 

Mr John Maclore, Grand-Chaplain, 

Mr. David Bolt, GrandC/erk, 

In the course of this year no events of impor- 
portance occurred. 



XXXV. GRAND ELECTION, Nov, 30, 1770. 

His Excellency GeneiJal Oifghto^, Grattd-Master, 
Patrick Earl of IXmiftiet, GramdJilaster Elect, 
Sir William Erskine, Dafuty GrandJOaster, 
Andrew AUson, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master, 
Dr James Lind, Senior Grand-Warden, 
William fiailHe, Esq. Junior Gramt-Warden. 
James Hunter, Esq. Grand-Treasurer, 
Alexander Macdoug^ll, Esq. Graad-Secretarj^ 
Mr John Maclure, Grand-Cbaplain, 
Mr David Bolt, Qrand-Clerh, 

The Lodge of St. Andrew, at Jamaica, exem- 
plified their submission to the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland, by applying to them for liberty to em- 
ploy 
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ploy a person of their Qwn appointment for con- 
secrating their lodge, which was willingly ag^reed 
to« 1 

In the course of this year the foundation-stone 
of the Cowgate Episcopal Chapel was laid on the 
3d of April, 1 771, by his Excellency Lieut. Gen. 
Oughton, Grand Master-Mason of Scotland, at- 
tended by several gentlemen of distinction. Some 
coins of his present Majesty's reign were deposit- 
ed in the stone under a j)late, containing the fol- 
lowing inscription. 

iEdificii sacri Ecclesix Episc. 

Anglise^ 

Primum posuit lapidem^ 

J. Adolphus Oughton> 

In Ardiitectonica Scodse Repub« 

Curio Maximus 

Militum Praefectus, 

Regnante Georgii IIL 

Tertio Apr. Die. 

A. D. MDCCLXXX. 

No regular procession of Masons attended upon 
this occasion, as the countenance of the Grand 
Lodge was not soUcited. 



XXXVL 
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XXXVI. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30, 1771. 

Patrick Earl of Dumfries, Grand-Master. 

The Hon. Col. Napier, Deputy Grand-Master. 

Dr John Caimie, Substitute Grand-Master. 

Andrew Balfour, Esq. Senior Grdnd-Warden. 

William Barclay, Esq. Junior Grand-Warden. 

James Hunter, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 

Alexander Macdougall, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 

Mr John ybiclwct^ Grand-Cbapiain. 

Mr David Bolt, Grand-Clerk. , 

A letter was addressed to the Grand Lodge by 
the Earl of Dumfries, intimating that he .was to 
lay the foundation-stone of the harbour at Ayr, on 
the 22d September 1772, and requesting that the 
jewels of the Grand Lodge might be sent for the 
purpose, and that as many of the office-bearers 
as possible might attend* 

When the appointed day arrived, there were 
present 

Patrick Earl of Dumfries, Grand-Master. 

^Dalrymple, Esq. of Orangefield, D. G. M. P. T . 

Bain Whyt, Esq. S. G. M. P. T. 
William Campbell, Esq. of Fairfield, S. W* 
William Ix)gan, Esq. J. G. W. 
Alexander Macdougall, Esq. G. Sec. 
Rev. Mr. Macgill, Grand-Chaplain^ 
Mr David Bolt, Grand-Clerk. 



C C LODOES 
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LODGES ATTENDING. 

Ayr Kilwinning. 

Maybole, 

St. Marnock\ Kilmarnock. 

St. James's, Newtown of Ayr. 

St. Andrew's, Kilmarnock. 

Thistle Lodge, Stcwarton. 

St. Andrew's, Girvan. 

The brethren being convened at the King's 
Arms Tavern, the Grand-Master took his placet 
and stated that the greatest attention and regula- 
rity should be observed in the course of the so- 
lemnity, which began in the following manner: 

The youngest lodges walking first, with the 

masters and office-bearers in the rear. 

The brethren belonging to promiscuous lodges. 

The golden compasses carried -by an operative 
mason. 

Five Grand-Stewards with their rods. 

Master of the Grand-Stewards. 

Golden square, level, and plumb, carried by 
three operative masons. 

A band of instrumental music. 

Three Grand Stewards. 

The Grand-Secretary^ Grand-Chaplain carrying 
the BiWe, Grand-Clerk. 

The cornucopia and golden mallet carried by 
the Grand-Tyler, and operative mason 

The 
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The Grand-Mastcr supported by his Deputy 
and Substitute. 

A body of gentlemea^masons, in proper cloth* 

ing- 

In the above order the brethren proceeded to 
the church of Ayr, where they heard an excel- 
knt discourse deli Yered by the Reverend Mr Dal- 
rymple, one of the ministers of that place, ficom 
the civ.* Psalm and 15th verse, ** And wine 
'^ malceth glad the heart of man, and oil 
** to make his face to shine, and bread which 
" strengtheneth man's heart." After which they 
proceeded in the same order as before to the 
place where the foundation-stone was to be laid. 
The Grand-Master, attended by his grand <^- 
cers, took his seat in a chair placed upon the 
end of the quay, all the brethren being situated 
on the opposite banks. When the whole company 
was properly {daced, the foundation-stone was, 
by order of the Substitute Grand-Master, ^mg 
in a rope, and let down, making three stops be- 
fore it came to the ground. In the mean time, 
the anthem was played by tbc music, and 
then sung, all the brethren joining in the chorus. 
The music alone still continued to play the an- 
them. When the stone was laid on the ground 
the Grand-Master, supported as before^ preceded 
by the officers of the Grand Lodge, the jewels 
omried before him to the ground where the stone 
lay, and passing through the officers of the Grand 
C c 2 Lodge, 
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Lodge, close to the stone, two operative brethren 
came, and, with their assistance, the Grand-Master 
turned the stone, and laid it in its bed. After 
it was laid, he, with the substitute upon his right 
hand, placing himself in the east, and the war- 
dens standing on the west, the square, the plumb, 
the level, and the mallet, were successively de- 
livered to the substitute, and by him to the 
Grand-Master, one always before another. They 
were delivered back in the same manner to the 
persons by whom they were borne. He applied 
the plumb to the several edges of the stone; 
the level above the stone, in several positions, 
and with the mallet he gave the stone three 
knocks; on this the brethren gave three huzzas. 
The anthem wa? played again, and the cornu- 
copia, and two silver vessels, were brought from 
the table on which they were placed before the 
Grand-Master when in his chair, the coqiucopia 
delivered to the substitute, the silver vessels to 
the two wardens. When the anthem was ended, 
the cornucopia, and the two vessels, were suc- 
cessively presented, by the Substitute-Master to 
the Grand-Master, and he, according to ancient 
ceremony, poured out the com, wine, and oil, on 
the stone, saying, " May the bountiful hand of 
** Heaven ever supply this town with abundance of 
** com, wine, and oil, and all the other conveni- 
** encies of life." This being succeeded by three 
huzzas, the anthem was again played, and, when 

finished 
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finished, the Grand-Chaplain, (the Reverend Mr 
Wacgill), repeated these words, ** As we have 
** now laid this foundation-stone, may the Grand 
*f Architect of the Universe, of his kind provi- 
^ dence, enable us to carry on and finish what 
•^ we have now begun ; and may he be a guard 
" to this place, and the town in general, and 
•* preserve it from decay and ruin to the latest 
" posterity." The ceremony was closed with 
a short prayer for the fraternity of masons, and 
the people. The anthem was again played, and 
the Grand-Master returned to his chair ; the 
brethren expressing their applause by repeated 
huzzas. All the ships in the harbour had their 
colours displayed, and fired several rounds of can- 
non. The ceremony being oow over, the brethren 
went in procession from the Quay to the King's 
Arm's Tavern, the ypungest lodges falling back, 
and allowing the Grand Lodge to pass, and the 
senior lodges following them in their proper or- 
der, where an elegant entertainment was pro- 
vided for them. 

A LETTER was Tcceivcd by the Grand-Secret 
tary from the Ancient Grand Lodge of England^ 
containing the following resolutions which they 
^d adopted. 



Solved, 
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« lUselvei, 
^ That it is the opinion of this Grand Lodge, 
•* that a brotherly connection and correspon- 
•• dence with the Right Worshipful Grand 
" Lodge of Scotland will be found productive 
** of honour and advantage to the fraternity 
** in general. 

** Ordered, 
'^ That the Grand-Secretary shall transmit the 
** names of the officers of this Grand Lodge to 
*• the Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Scot^ 
*• land yearly, or as often as any new change 
** is made ; together with ^uch information as 
^ may tend to the honour and interest of the 
** ancient craft ; and that all such information 
" on correspondence shall be conveyed in the 
" most respectful tenns, such as may suit 
♦* the honour and dignity of both Grand 
" Lodges. 

" Ordered, 
** That no mason (who has been made under 
«* the sanction of the Grand Lodge of Scot- 
'* land) shaU be admitted a nlember, nor par- 
«* tdce of the general charity, without having 
** first produced a certificate of hi? good be- 
** baviour from the Secretary of the Grand 
" Lodge of Scotland ; but, upon producing 
*' such certificate, he shall receive all the ho- 

** nour 
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** nour due to a faithful brother of the aame 
•« household with us. By order, 

Signed 

" William Dickey, G. Sec'' 



" To the 
the Grand 



Rieht Worshipful *) 
Lodge of Scotland.** 3 



The Grand Lodge ordered Mr Macdougall their 
Grand-Secretary, to inform the Grand Lodge of 
England, that they had received their resolutions, 
and to assure them, that it should be laid before 
the Grand Lodge next quarterly communication, 
as it was first presented to the Committee. 



XXXVIL GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1772. 

P^rick Earl of Dumfiiet^ Grand^Master. 
His Grace the Duke of Athol, Grande-Master Elect. 
The Hon. CoL Napier^ Deputy Grand^Master. 
Br John Caimie, StAstitute Grand-Master. 
Andrew Balfour, Esq. Senior Grand^-Warden. 
William Barclay, Esq. Junior Grand-Warden. 
James Hunter, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 
Alexander Macdougall, Esq. Grand-Secretarj. 
Mr John Maclure, Grand-Chaplain. 
Mr David Bolt, Grand^ClerL 

It was reported to the brethren, that the Grand 
Lodge of England, according to the old constitu^ 

tion, 
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tioD, had, on the ad of September last, passed t 
resolution and order relative to a constant corres- 
pondence betwixt them and the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland, a copy of which had been lately trans- 
mitted by their secretary, along with a letter, con- 
taining the names of their officers, to the secreta- 
ry of this Grand Lodge. 

The resolution and letter being read, the Grand 
Lodge were of opinion, that the brotherly inter- 
course and correspondence, which the Right Wor- 
shipful the Grand Lodge of England were desirous 
to establish, would be serviceable to both Grand 
Lodges, and productive of honour and advantage 
to the fraternity in general. They therefore 

Ordered, " That the Grand Secretary do transmit 

" to tbe secretary of the Grand Lodge of Eng- 

** land, the names of the officers of the Grand 

" Lodge of Scotland, elected this day^ and 

" shall henceforth transmit the names of the 

" grand officers yearly, or as often as any new 

" change is made, and shall lay such letters, 

** orders, or information, as he may, from time 

" to time, receive from the Grand Lodge of 

** England, before this Grand Lodge, their 

" quarterly communications, or standing com- 

** mittee : And also shall transmit such infor- 

" mation as may tend to the honour and ad- 

** vantage of the craft, according as he shall be 

" by 
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•* by them directed ; and that he assures the 
** Right Worshipful the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
" land, in the most respectful manner, of the 
" desire Which the Graad Lodge of Scotland. 
" have, to cultivate a connection with them, by 
*• a regular corFespondence^ for the interest of 
*' the ancient craft, suitable -to the honour and 
" dignity of both Grand Lodges." 

Ordered^ " That no mason, made under the sane- 
" tion of the Grand Lodge of England accord- 
" ing to the old institution, shall be admitted 
** a member of the Gpand Lodge of Scotland, 
** nor partake of the general charity, without 
" having first produced a certificate, of his good 
" behaviour, from the secretary of the Grand 
" Lodge of England ; but upon producing such 
" certificate, he shall receive all the honours 
'* and bounty due to a faithful brother, of the 
" same household with us*" 

. " By order of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, 

** Alex. Macdougall, Grand Secretary!^ 

. « To the Right Worshipful the 
Grand Lodge of England^'' 



t> \ XjiXVllL 
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XXXVIIi; GRAND ELECTiON, Nov. 30 1773- 

Mis Grace the Duke of Athol, Grand^Master. 

William Barclay, Esq. Deputy Grand^Master. ' 

Richard Tod, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 

J. BoaweU, Esq. of Auchinleck, Senior Grand^Wardem. 

Hon. Henry Erskine, Junior Grand^Warden. 

Jam^ Hunter, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 

Alexander Macdougall, Esq. Grand^Secretarj. 

Mr John Maclure, Grand-Chaplain. 

Mr David Bolt, Grand-Clerk. 

No important events occurred during thi» 
year. 



XXXIX. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1774. 

David Dalrymple, Esq. Grand-Master. 
William Barclay, Esq. Deputy Grand-Master. 
James Rennie, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 
James Geddes, Esq. Senior Grand-Warden. 
William Smith, Esq. Junior Grand-Warden.. 
James Hunter, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 
William Mason, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 
Mr John Maclure, Grand-Chaplain. 
Mr D^vid Bolt, Grand-Clert. 

A few days befoi-e the Grand Election, the fra- 
ternity were deprived of their Grand-Master, by 
the death of his Grace the Duke of Athol. 



. XL. 
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XL. GRAND ELECTION, AW. 30. 1775. 

David Dalrymple, Esq. Grand^Master* 
Alexander Earl of Balcarras, GranJ^Masfer Eltcf. 
William Barclay, Esq. Deputy GrandUMaster. 
James Rennie) Esq. Substitute Grand^Master, 
James Geddes^ Esq. Senior Grand^Warden. 
William Smith, Esq. Junior Grand^Wardfn. 
James Hunter, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 
William Mason, Esq. Grand^Secretary. 
Mr John Maclure, Grand-Chaplain^ 
Mr David Bolt, Grand-ClerL 

Some difTeretices having arisen, in the course of 
this year, between the two Grand lodges of Eng- 
land, those who denominate themselves the An* 
cients, submitted the case to the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland, who, from motives of delicacy, declined 
to intermeddle in the affair. 



XLL GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1776. 

Sir William Forbes, Bart, of Pitsligo, Grand^Master. 
J. Boswell, Esq. of Auchinleck, Deputy Grand^Master. 
Nathaniel Spens, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 
Simon Eraser, Esq. Senior Grand^Warden. 
David Maxwell, Esq. Junior Grand-Warden. 
James Hunter, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 
William Mason, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 
Mr John Maclure, Grand-Chaplain. 
Mr David Bolt^ Grand-Clerk. 

D d 2 At 
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At a meeting of the Grand Lodge on^he 21st 
June 1776, the Grand-Master intimated to the 
brethren, that the I^ord Provost and Magistrates, 
together with the Professors of the Uriivemty, 
and the' Masters of the lEgh-School, had fiied 
upon the 24th of June for layiilg the foundation- 
stone of the High-School, and that they requested 
the assistance of the fraternity on that occasion. 
To this request the Grand ^lodge agreed. 

When the appointed day arrived, the ceremony 
was conducted in the following manner. 

On June 24th, the foundation-ftone of the 
High-School ^as laid, with great solemnity, by 
Sir William Forbes, Bart. Grand-Master of Scot- 
land, in presence of the Lord Provost and 'Ma- 
gistrates, the Principal and Professors of the Unir 
yersity, the Rector, Masters, and Scholars of the 
High-School, and the Masters, Officers, and Bre^ 
thren of all the Lodges of Free Masons in the 
city and neighbourhood, besides an innxunerable 
croud of spectators. 

All the Office-Bearers of the Grand Lodge met 
in the Parliament House ; the Lord Provost and 
Magistrates assembled in the Council-Chamber j 
the Professors o¥ the University in the Gold- 
smiths' Hall ; the Rector, Masters, and Scholars, 
in the New Church J and the Grand Lodge and 
Brethren in the . Parliament House, At two 

o'clock 



Digitized by 



Google 



TREE BiASCfVmV; 21^ 

o*clbcfc-rtic Procession advanced in the following 
order. 

A party of the City-Guard to clear the way. 

The Lord Provost and Magistrates in their 
robes, with their Regalia before Acm, carried by 
their proper officers. 

The Principal and Professors of the University 
in their gowns, &c. 

The Rector of the High-School in his gown, 
at the head of his class, the Scholars Uiree and 
three. 

The four Masters in their gowns, each at the 
head of his clftss, the Scholars three and three. 

The Lodges in their oider, the youngest Lodge 
^rst. , 

St Laurence's, Lautence^kiric. 

New Edinburgh Kilwinning. 

Carron Lodge. 
. St James's, Edinburgh. 

Royal Arch, ditto. 

Morton's Lodge, Lerwick^ 

{Stirling Royal Arch. 

Thistle Lodge, Edinburgh^ 

Edinburgh St Andrew's, 

Ditto St Luke, 

Ditto St Giles. 

Ditto St David's. 

Ditto Journeymen Masons. 

Canongate and Leith, Leith and Canongate* 

Canongate Kilwinning. 

Edinburgh St Mary's Chapel. 

The 
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The Tyler walking before hk reipectiTC lodge 
with a naked sword. 

Music. 

Brethren of each lodge, three and three. 

Stewards with theit rods. 

Treasurer and Secretary. 

Senior Wardens, Junior Wardens, with their 

Batons. 

The Past-Master, Master, Deputy-Master. 

Grand Lodge in the following order : 

The Golden Compasses, carried by an Operative 
Mason. 

Six Grand Stewards, with rods, two and two. 

Golden Square, Level, and Plumb, earned by 
three Operative Masons. 

Band of Music. 

A Body of Masons attending the Grand-Mas- 
ter, three and three. . 

The remainder of the Grand Stewards, with 
Rods, two and two. 

Mastet of the Grand Stewards. 

Grand Secretary, Chaplain, Clerk. 

Cornucopia and Golden Mallet, carried by the 
Grand Tyler, and an Operative Mason. 

Senior Grand Warden, Junior Grand Warden, 
with their batons. 

Deputy Grand-Master, Treasurer, Substitute- 
Master. 

Past Grand-Master, Grand-Master, and another 
Past Master.' 

Noblemen and Gentlemep who haye been for- 
merly Grand-Masters. 

A detachment of soldiers. 
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Atteii proceeding down the High-Street and 
Blackfriars* Wynd, they arrived at the High- 
School- Yards, and entered the area where the 
New School-House was to be built. The Lord 
Provost and Magistrates, the Professors of the 
University, and the Scholars of the High-School, 
arranged themselves on the right side, an^ the 
Brethren on the left; thus forming two lines, 
through which the Grand Lodge walked up to 
the south-east comer of the foundation where the 
stone was to be deposited. On a table erected 
for the purpose, the jewels of the order were 
laid ; the Grand-Master, the Substitute Grande 
Master, and Grand Wardens, then walked up to 
the ground where the stone lay. In the stone, 
wherein five holes were cut, the Substitute 
Grand-Master put some coins of his present Ma- 
jesty's reign, and covered them with a plate, on 
which the following inscription was engraved. 

Ex cura posteritatis, 

Ut literae humaniores, 

Virtusque ilia quae olim in gente 

Romana enituit, 
Diu a juventute Scotiae colantur ^ 
Haec Schola^ 
Munificentia Publica^. 
Quam optime reficitur^ 
Sub auspiciis 
Joannis Dalrymple Consulis ^ 
Nee non^ 
Senatus Edinensi5> 
Primum lapidem f osuit . 

Gultelmitt 
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Gttlifelmus Foibes, Esq*. Anr. 
In Architectxm. Scot. R^ Curicr 
.Max. 
A- S. H. 

i777f 
£x2e Architectonicae 

5777- 

' The Grand^Mastcr then standing on the east, 
• with the Substitute on 4^6 'right hand, and the 
Grand Wardens ol!*the west, the square, the 
plumb, the level, and the msdlet, were succes- 
sively delivered by an operative to- the^ Substi- 
tute, and by- him to the Grand^Master, who ap-^ 
plied ,the square' to that part of the stone which 
was squai«, the pluo^tcr the sqjkcRQ edges, the 
level above the sfofJc-nn sevcfki positions, and 
witlT^the malletv^Sgave three. knocks, saying, 
" May>.4^ Gran^P^iLrchitect of the Universe 
" grant a1)lessing on this foundation-stone which 
" we^have now laid, and, by his providence, 
" enable us to finish this and every other work 
" which may be undertaken for tb^ embellish- 
" ment and advantage of this city." On this 
the brethren gave three hux?.as. The comuco- 
pia and two silver vessels were then brought from 
the table, and delivered the cornucopia to the 
Substitute, and the two vessels to the Wardens, 
which were successively presented to the Grand- 
Master ; who, accotding to an ancient ceremony, 
poured on the stone the com, the wine, and 
the oil, that they cpntaine4, paying, " May the 

alU 
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** all-bouRteous Author of Nature bless this city 

** with an abundance of com, wine, and oil, 

** and with all the necessaries, conveniencies, and 

** comforts of life ; and may the same Almighty 

" Power preserve it from ruin and decay to the 

** latest posterity." On this the brethren gave 
three huzzas. 

The Grand-Master afterwards addressed him- 
self to the Lord Provost, Magistrates, the Prin- 
cipal and . Professors, the Rector and Masters, 
and the Brethren, as follows. 



My Lord Provost ^ and Gentlemen of the Magis* 
" tracy^ Reverend Principal and Professors of 
^^ the University of Edinburgh, • 

" In the name of the Grand Lodge of Scot- 
land, and of the ancient and honourable fra- 
ternity of Free and Accepted Masons, as well 
as in my own, I beg leave to return our united 
thanks for the honour this day done us by 
your presence at laying this foundation-stone. 
May the city of Edinburgh continue to be 
blessed with able and upright Magistrates, 
ever watchful for the public good ; and may 
this University, now so celebrated over all the 
world, be at all times equally happy in Pro- 
fessors, whose learning and abilities may not 
only preserve, but add an additional lustre to 
E e - " that 
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** that reputation which she has, through your 
" means, so justly acquired. 

" With the prosperity both of the City and 
" the University, I consider this work, now so 
" happily begun, to be most intimately connect- 
" ed ; for,' in this seminary of learning, the foun- 
" dation is laid of all useful knowledge; and 
" there the minds of youth receive impressions 
" which often determine the fate of all their fu- 
** ture fortunes, As a citizen of Edinburgh, 
'* therefore, as well as a member of that commit- 
" tee to whose care the conduct of this building 
" has been intrusted, I beg leave to express my 
•* own and the committee's warmest acknowledg- 
** ments, not only to you, my Lord Provost, and 
" the gentlemen here present, but to all those 
" p^r^ons of distinction in both kingdoms, who 
" have already so generously contributed to the 
" erecting of this School-house. After having 
" fortunately surmounted a variety of obstacles, 
'* which unavoidably attend the commencement 
** of every public plan, we rejoice in the idea of 
" seeing it now carried on with ardour, and 
" without interruption. As good citizens, we 
" are happy with the prospect, of not only pro^ 
" moting that most important of all objects, the 
" public education of youth, but of adding even 
'* somewhat to the grandeur of this city, by a 
" building, which, though meant to be void of 
'^ all superfluous ornament, will, we trust, ex- 

" hibit 
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" hibit a decency of appearance well suited to 

" the purpose it is intended to serve ; and, as 

** parents, we fondly flatter ourselves with the 

** pleasing hope, that our children, and our chil- 

," dren's children, to the latest generation, will 

** reap the benefit, and feel the happy effects of 

** your public-spirited and well-timed munifi- 

** cence. 

** To you, Mr Rector, and to your Colleagues 
" of the High-School, I am happy in this oppor- 
*' tunity of publicly expressing the approbation 
•* of every citizen for the uncommon attention 
" you have hitherto bestowed on the education 
** of the young gentlemen committed to your 
** care. The high character which your school 
** has acquired, can receive no stronger testis 
** mony than fi;om the number of scholars now 
" present ; and I persuade myself, we have this 
" day exhibited a spectacle the most pleasing of 
** all others to the city ; for no sight can be so 
" interesting to a community in general, and to 
*^ parents in particular, as the appearance of so 
" many comely boys as have walked in proces- 
** sion to attend our solemnity. I cannot doubt 
" that you will earnestly endeavour to preserve 
•* the Ijigh reputation of this seminary of learn- 
" ing, by tl;ie utmost exertion of your zeal and 
** assiduity ; that you will make it subservient, 
* not only to the acquiring or languages, which, 
" though the most obvious, is not the sole object 
E e 2 "of 
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" of a grammar-school, but that 70U will be ever 
•♦ watchful to instil into the minds of your 
'* youthful charge the true principles of virtue 
** and religion, that they may thereby be ren- 
•* dered worthy men, and valuable members of 
•* society, 

" To the Right Worshipful Masters, the Wor- 
" shipful Wardens, and all my worthy Brethren 
" who have honoured me with so very numerous 
/* and respectable an attendance in my public 
•* character on this occasion, I beg Jeave to return . 
•'. my warmest thanks. It shall ever be my pride 
•* and my pleasure to express my gratitude, by 
** contributing all in my power to the honour 
" and the interest of that Society, to the head of 
^* which your partiality has exalted ttie. As we 
•• are all equally interested in this important (1 
** may even say national) work, which We have 
•* now begun, permit me earnestly to recom- 
" mend to you all, my Btethren, to exert your- 
** selves, as far as the influence of. each indivi- 
** dual may extend, in procuring contributions 
*• towards carrying it on ; for, although the 
" sums already subscribed be indeed considerable, 
" they ar6 yet far short of the money that will 
•* be required to bring it to a happy conclu- 
** sion,'* — ^The brethren then gave three huzMs, 
which concluded the ceremony. 

No ceremony in this city, for many years past, 

has 
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has yielded such heartfelt satisfaction to the in- 
habitants. The importance of the objects, the 
dignity of the procession, the numerous train of 
brethren, and, above all, the channing exhibition 
of above 350 fine boys afforded a most pleasing 
spectacle. 

The brethren afterwards repaired to their se- 
veral lodges, to celebrate the festival of St John, 
and spent the evening with that harmony and 
decency peculiar to the order. 

XLIL GRAND ELECTION, Dec. i. 1777. 

Sir WiUiam Forbes, Bart. Grand-Master. 

His Grace the Duke of Athol, Grand^Maxter Elect. 

James Boftwell, Esq, Deputy Grand^Master. 

Nathaniel Spens, Esq. Substitute Grand^Master. 

Simon Eraser, Esq. Senior Grand^Warden. 

David Maxwell, Esq. Junidr Grand-Warden. 

James Hunter, Esq. Grand^Treasurer. 

WiUiam Mason, Esq. Grand'Secretary. 

Mr John Maclure, Grand^Ciaplam* 

Mr Datid Bok, Grand^Clerk. 

On the 24th of January 1778, William Sin- 
clair, Esq. of Rodin, died at the age of 78. In 
conseqi^nce of the Io«s of this amiable man,, and 
zealous mason, the Grand-Master ordered a fiine- 
ral lodge to be held on the 14th of February. 
Above four hundred of the Brethren, dressed in 
deep mourning, having assembled on that occa- 

sion, 
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sion, Sir William Forbes, Bart, as Grand-Master, 
delivered the following funeral oration : 



" Right worshipful Masters^ 'worshipful Wardens^ 
" and worthy Brethren^ 

" I SHouLp h^ve been greatly wanting in my 
" duty, had I not called you together on so so- 
*• lemn an occasion as the death of our late Most 
•* Worshipful Grand-Master and worthy Broths 
" St Clair of Roslin, to whom our craft lies under 
" very high and peculiar obligations. 

** Funeral orations are but too often perverted 
" from their proper purposes j and, instead of ex- 
** hibiting faithful portraits of departed merit, are 
** prostituted to the arts of pompous declamatioit 
" and unmeaning panegyric. It would be no very 
" difficult task for one in this manner to ring 
" changes on a set of well-sounding words, and 
" to make a display of all the epithets, and all 
" the virtues, that can adorn a human character. 
" But this would neither do honour to my audi- 
" ence, nor to myself; far less to the person 
** whose death we now meet to commemorate. 
" As something, however, is probably expected 
" from me, in the office which I have now the 
" honour to fill, I shall beg leave to lead your 
" attention for a few minutes, whilst I recal to 
*' your remembrance what he was, and the grati- 

" tude 
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*♦ tude which we owe to the memory of this wor- 
" thy brother. 

** Descended from an ancient and illustrious 

•' house, whose heroes have often bled in their 

" country's cause, he inherited their intrepid spi- 

*' rit, united with the milder virtues of humanity, 

•* and the polished manners of a gentleman. Ath- 

" letic and active, he delighted in all the manly 

** exercises ; and in all of them excelled most of 

** his contemporaries. Ardent in his pursuits, he 

" steadily persevered in promoting the interests 

^* o^ every public society, whether of business or 

" amusement, of which he was a member, and 

•* thereby justly obtained pre-eminence in each. 

" Of this laudable spirit on the part of our 
** worthy brother, no society can afford a more 
" remarkable instance than our own. Among 
*' other marks of royal approbation conferred on 
•* his ancestors for their faithful and valuable ser- 
" vices, they enjoyed the dignity of Grand Mas* 
" ter-Mason, by charters of high antiquity, from 
" the Kings of Scotland. This hereditary honour 
" continued in the family of RosHn until the 
" year 1736; when, with a disinterestedness of 
•* which there are few examples, he made a vo- 
" luntary resignation of the office into the hands 
" of the craft in general ; by which, from being 
*• hereditary, it has ever since been elective ; and, 
^* in consequence of such a singular act of gene- 

" rosity 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



224 THE raSTORY OF 

•• rosity it is, that, by your stiSrages, I have now 
" the honour to fill this chair. His zeal, how- 
" ever, to promote the welfare of our society, 
'' was not confined to this single instance^; for he 
** continued, almost to the very clo^ of liffc, 
^* on all occasions, where his influence or his ex- 
** ample could prevail, to extend the spirit of ma- 
" sonry, and to increase the number of the bre- 
" thren. It is therefore with justice that his name 
" should ever be dear to the craft, and that we 
*' lament the loss of one who did such honour to 
" our institution. 

*' To these more conspicuous and public parts 
** of his character, I am happy to be able to add, 
" that he possessed in an eminent degree the vir- 
** tues of a benevolent and good heart ; — ^virtues 
" which ought ever to be the distinguishing 
** marks of a true brother. 

** Though those ample and flourishing posses- 
" sions which the house of Roslin once inherited, 
" had, by the mutability of human things, al- 
" most totally mouldered away, so as scarcely to 
" leave to him the vestiges of their ancient and 
** extensive domains, yet he not only supported, 
" with decent dignity, the appearance of a gen- 
" tleman, but he extended his bounty to many ; 
^* and, as far as his fortune permitted, was ever 
" ready to assist those who claimed the benefit 
•* of his protection. If, in the course of his trans- 

" action^ 
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** actiom in business, his schemes were not al- 
** ways successful ; — if a sanguine temper some- 
** times led him too far in the pursuit of a fa- 
" vourite plan, whatever might be urged against 
** his prudence, none ever suspected the rectitude 
•• of his principles ; and if at any time he was 
" uniritentionally the cause of misfortune to 
•* others, it was never without his being, at the 
^* same time, himself a sufferer, 

" After this brief, but I hope just and well- 
" merited eulogium, permit me to claim your at- 
** tent ion a little longer to a few reflections 
** which naturally present themselves on such an 
" occasion; and which, therefore, I hope, will 
** not be thought foreign to the purpose of our 
** present meeting. I need hardly remark, that 
" commemorations such as this are meant not 
" solely in honour of the dead, but chiefly of ad- 
" vantage to the living. Our worthy brother is 
" now gone to that land, where, in respect of the 
** passions and prejudices of mortals, all things 
** are forgotten ; where he is far removed from 
•• the applause or censure of the world. But 
** whatever can tend to enhance the f alue of de- 
" parted merit, must, to an ingenuous mind, prove 
" an incitement to the performance of praise- 
" worthy actions ; and if we make the proper 
" use of this recent instance of mprtality, our 
•' brother's death may prove-othi'gher utility to 
F f ** us, 
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" US, than all those advantages for which in his 
** life time we stood indebted to him. 

" Mv younger brethren will peiTnit me to re- 

" mark to them, that although this our Most 

** Worshipful Brother attained to that age wWch 

" David has marked as the boundary of human 

" life ^, at the same time without experiencing 

" any great degree of that *' labour and sorrow," 

'* which the royal prophet has recorded as the 

" inseparable concomitants of so advanced a pe- 

" riod ; — although his mental faculties remained 

" unimpaired to the last, and even his bodily 

** strength had suffered but a slight and very late 

" decay ; we are not to look on this as a com- 

" mon instance, nor to expect that we shall cer- 

" tainly be indulged with an equal longevity; for 

" hairs so grey as his are permitted but to a few, 

" and few can boast of so singular an exemption 

" from the usual uneasiness of advanced age. Let 

" us not, therefore, vainly flatter ourselves that 

*' we have many years unexhausted, in which we 

** shall have time sufficient for the performance 

*' of the duties peculiar to our respective stations; 

*' nor from* this idea delay those tasks, which, al- 

" though of infinite importance, we may be dis- 

•' posed to postpone a little longer, because they 

" are not perhaps of a very pleasing nature. 

« If 

♦ 78 yc^4!. 
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" If this instance of our aged brother should 
" seem to contradict my assertion, I am able ta 
" confirm it by another recent event, which but 
" too fully proves the justness of my observation. 
" The hallowed earth is but newly laid over the 
" remains of a Noble Lady*, cut off in the mom-^ 
" ing of her days. Blest with health, with youth, 
" with beauty, riches, titles ; beloved by all who 
" knew her : yet all these " blushing honours*' 
" could avail her nothing ; — they quickly vanish- 
" ed ; and, *' like the baseless fabric of a vision, 
*' left not a wreck behind.*' So sudden, so unsus- 
" pected was her fate ; so little thought she of 
*' instant dissolution, that she drew her last breath 
" without a moment's time to say, " May heaven 
** receive my parting spirit." An awful warning 
•* this ! May it strike such forcible conviction 
" on our minds of the uncertainty of all subluna- 
" ry things, that we may study to live with inno- 
" cence like hers, lest our fate may steal upon us 
" equally sudden and equally unlooked-for ! 

" To my brethem who, like myself, have pass- 
" ed the middle period of life, allow me to say, 
" that by having already -spent thirty or forty 
" years in this world, our chance of making a 
** much longer residence in it is greatly diminish- 
** ed ; and even the longest life with which oiit 
** hopes^'may flatter us, will shortly ^ome to an 

• F f 2 *• end. 

* Countess of iEglinton, aged 21 years. 
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** cad. When we look forward to the years yet 
^ to come, the space indeed, in fancy's eye, seems 
^ almost immeasurable ; but when we look back 
** on the same space already past, how does it ap^ 
•* pear contracted almost to nothing. Happy if 
*^ we can look bade on something better than a 
'* total blank, if we can discover, on a canpful 
'^ and impartial review, that the general tenor of 
• our conduct has been virtuous, our anxfety to 
** live many iporc days should be less ; but if we 
** find nothing, by which to mark our fonney 
** years, but scenes of guilt or folly, the time w^ 
^ have yet to spend on earth may prove too short 
*^ to expiate them ; and we may be called ovet of 
f* the world before the great business of life be 
•* finished, perhaps even befioie it be ffroperly be- 
f* gun. It is, therefore, our indispensible dirty to 
♦• employ well that period which may yet be grant- 
^* ed to us, and not to waste in idloiefis those 
** precious hours that heaven has knt us fiw the 
'* noblest purposes ; and of which we must one 
•* day render a severe account. 

*♦ My brethren who are ferthest advanced ii| 
** years, will not, I hope, be pflfendedt if they 
*' are reminded of their mortality by a brother 
" younger than themselves; because it is by one 
If who has but lately escaped from the gates of 
•* the grave, and exhibited, in his own person, a 
;* striking instance in hpw few hours the highest 

** health 
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^ health and strength Biay be reduced to a state 
** of the Jowcst debility. It has pleased heaven, 
^ however, to spare me a little longer, in order 
^^ to show, perhaps, that in the hands of the Al- 
^ mighty aione are the issues of* life and death ; 
^^ and that not a single moment of our mortal 
** existence but the present can we call our own, 
** This unccatainty of life is, indeed, of all re- 
^ flections the most obvious; yet, though the 
" most important, it is unhappily too often the 
'* most neglected. What a damp wovdd come 
^ ovnr our ^irits, what agitations would be rais^ 
^ ed even in this assembly, wece the boc^ of &te 
^ tobeunrolkdtoouryisw. If Providence sbonld 
^* permit us to penetrate t^is monteot into futu- 
M rity, and to foresse the £Bte of ourselves and 
^ others only to the end of the present year, some 
f^ of us, who, perhaps, suppose death to be aft: a 
^' great distance, would see him already at the 
^* very door. Some who, in ftdl seqinity, are 
*♦ dreaming of a long pouise of years yct<o come, 
^ woiidd find that they have already entered on 
^ their lax^ ; and thsX before it come to a close; 
^ they, iike our departed brother, shall be min- 
^ gled witl^ the dust. A great part of this assem- 
^ bly, by the course of nature, wiji probfd>ly sur- 
> vivc a little longer ; but it is morally certain 
«^ that some of us, before the sun has made an- 
^ other annual revdution, will be removed h«ice 

« tQ 

f Riddoch's sennons. 
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" to that unchangeable state, where our doom 

" will be fixed forever. And although heaven 

" has wrapt in impenetrable darkness, who they 

** are that shall pass through the vale of the sha- 

** dow of death, during that short period, in order 

** that we may all live in a state of habitual pre- 

" paration, yet who can have the presumption to 

" say, that he himself shall not be the first to vi- 

•* sit " that undiscover'd country, from whose 

** bourne no traveller returns." 

" How careful, therefore, ought we to be not 
" to disappoint the wise design of this mysterious 
** secrecy, nor pervert what is meant to keep us 
** perpetually on our guard into a source of fetal 
*♦ security ; for the day will most assuredly come, 
** (whether sooner or later is of little importance 
•* to us), when we likewise shall be numbered 
♦* with those that have been. May we all endea- 
" vQur, therefore, so to live daily, as we shall fer- 
" vently wish we had Hved when that awful mo- 
•* ment overtakes us in which our souls shall be 
" required of usj May we study to act in such 
" a manner, that our practice may prove the best 
" comment on the principles of our craft ; and 
" thereby teach the world that charity and bro- 
'* therly love, integrity of heart, and purity of 
** manners, are not less the distinguishing cha- 
" racteristics of masonry than of religion. Then 
♦* may we piously hope, that when a period even 
*' still more awful than the hour of our dissolu- 

" tion 
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" tion shall arrive, when the last trumpet shall 

" sound, and the dead shall be raised incorrupt- 

** ible, when our scattered atoms shall be collected, 

" and we shall aU appear in the presence of the 

" Lord God Omnipotent, " the high and lofty 

** One who inhabiteth eternity,'* that our trans- 

** gressions will be mercifully forgiven, and that 

" the Grand Architect of the Universe will be 

" graciously pleased to give us rest from all our 

" labours, by admission into the celesti^ frater-^ 

** nity of angels,^and the spirits of just men made 

'* perfect. 

" To Him be glory, honour, and praise, for 
" ever and ever. Amen." 



After the above was delivered, the Resurrec- 
tion-hymn and several other select pieces of sacred 
poetry were sung by the brethren. The whole was 
conducted with a degree of solemnity and pro- 
priety suitable to the nature of their meeting. 
The following beautiful lines, composed for the 
occasion, were sung to the tune of Roslin Castle. 

Frail man ! how like the meteor's blaze, 
How evanescent are thy days j 
Protracted to its longest date. 
How short the time IndulgM by fate. 
No force death's potent arm can brave j 
Nor wisdom's self elude the grave : 
Where'er our various joumies tend, 
To this we soon or late descend. 

Tbither 
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Thidwr froia mortal eyes fttirM, 
Thoogli oft beheld and «tin adiBitM« 
St Clair to dost iu claims resigAf, 
And in sublimer regions shines. 
Let us, whom ties fraternal brnd. 
Beyond the rest of human kind, 
Like StClur live, like St Clair die, 
Then jon th* Eternal Lodge 00 Ugh. 



XLIIL GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1778. 

John Duke of Athol, Grand-Master. 

The Hon. Col. James Murray, Deputy Grand-MasUr. 

Nathaniel Spens, Esq. Substitute Grand^Master. 

George Stewart, Esq.&M/V Grand-Warien 

John Ramsay, Esq. Junior Grand'Warden. 

James Hunter Blaif, Esq. Grand-Treasurer^ 

William Mason, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 

Mr John Maclure, Grand^-Ch^lain. 

Mr Dayid Bolt, Grand^Cleri. 

It is remarkable that at this tinic the Duke of 
Athol was Grand-Master both in Scotland and 
England. 



XLIV. 
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XL!V. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30, 1779- 

John Duke of Athol, Gtnni^Masier. 
Earl of Balcarras, Grand-Master EUct. 
The Hon. Col. Murray, Deputy Grand-MoHers 
Nathaniel Spens, Esq. Stdititute Grand^Maiter^ 
George Stewart, Esq. Senior G^and-Warden. 
John Ramsay, Esq. Junior Gremd^Warden. 
James Hunter Blair, Esq. Grand-Treasurer* 
William Mason, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 
Mr John Maclure, Grand-Chaplain. 

In the course of this year no important events 
occurred. 



XLV. GRAND ELECTION, AW 30, 1780. 

Alexander Earl of Balcarras, Grand-Master^ 
Lord Haddo, Deputy Grand-Master. 
Nathaniel Spens, Esq. Substitute Grand^^Master. 
Robert Dalziel, Esq. Senior Grand-Warden. 
William t'arquharson, Esq. Junior Grand-Warinu 
James Hunter Blair, Esq. Grand-Treasurer^ 
William Mason, Esq. Grand-Sicretaryk 
Mr John Maclure, Grand-Cb<^aWi. 
Mr Robert Meikle, Gtand-Clerk.^ 

No interesting events distinguished this year. 
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XLVI. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30^ 1781. 

Alexander Earl of Balcarta), Grand-Master, 

Lord Haddo, Grand-Master Elect. 

Francis Charteris, younger of AmUfield, Deputy Grand-Master, 

Nathaniel Spens, Esq. Substisute Grand-Master. 

Robert Dalziel, Esq. Senior Grand-Warden. 

William Farquharson,^ Esq. Junior Grand-Warden, 

James Hunter Blair, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 

William Mason, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 

Mr John Maclurc, Grand-Chaplain, 

Mr Robert Meikle, Grand-Clerh. 

Many new lodges were erected during this year, 
and much money distributed among thfe poor. 



XLVII. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30, 1782. 

David Earl of Buchan, Grand-Master. 
Nathaniel Spens, Esq. Deputy Grand-Master. 
William Charles Little, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master^ 
Alexander Ferguson, Esq. Senior Grand-Warden, 
Thomas Hay, Esq. Junior Grand-Warden, 
James Hunter Blair, Esq. Grand-Treasurer, 
William Mason, Esq. Grand-Secretary, 
Mr John Maclure, Grand-Chaplain. 
Mr Robert Meikle, Grand-Clerk. 

No particular business was transacted in the 
course of this year. 



XLvm. 
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XLVIII. GRAND ELECTION, Dec. i, 1783. 

David Earl of Buchan, Grand-Master. 
Nathaniel Spcns, Deputy Grand-Master. 
William Charles Little, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 
Alexander Ferguson, Esq. Senior Grand-Master. 
Thomas Hay, Esq. Junior Grand-Warden. 
James Hunter Blair, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 
William Mason, Esq. Grand-Secretary.. 
Mr John Maclurc, Grand-Chaplain,. 
Mr Robert Meikle, Grand-Clerk. 
I 

A petition was received from several Scotish 
masons, who had been commissioned by the Em- 
press of all the Rusfiias to settle in her capital^ 
requesting a charter of erection for a lodge at St. 
Petersburgh, under the name of the Imperial 
Scotish Lodge of St. Petersburgh j which was 
unanimously granted. 



XLIX. GRAND ELECTION, iVbt;. 30, 1^84. 

Lord Hadde,- Grand-Master. 

Nathaniel Spens, Esq. Deputy Grand-Master. 

Thomas Hay, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 

George Gordon, Esq. Senior Grand-Warden. 

William Mackillop, Esq. Junior Grand-Warder^. 

John Hay, Esq, Grfmd-Treasurer. 

William Mason, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 

y[jt John Machure, Grand-Chaplain. 

Mr Robert MeiUe, Grand-Clerk. 
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During this year the Grand Lodge granted ^ 
confirmation of the Pythagorean Lodge at Anti- 
gua. 

On the ist of August 1785, the foundation-stone 
of the South Bridge was laid with great solemni- 
ty by the Right Honourable Lord Haddo, Grand 
Master-Mason of Scotland, in presence of the 
Right Honourable the Lord Provost and Magis- 
trates, a number of nobility and gentry, and the 
masters, officers, and brethren of all the lodges 
of Free Masons in this city and neighbourhood, 
besides an innumerable crowd of spectators. At 
half past twelve the procession began from the 
Parliament House in the following order. 

The Magistrates in ttieir robes. 

The Grand Lodge, preceded by a band of mu-r 
sic, and a band of singers under the direction of 
Mr Clark. • 

The lodges according to their seniority , the old- 
est lodge walking first. 

Order of the Grand Lodge. 

The golden compasses carried by an ope- 
rative mason. 

Six Grand-Stewards, with rods — two and 
two. 

Golden- square, level, and plumb, carried 
sr by three operative masons. 
Band of music. 

A 
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A body of masons attending upcMi the Grand- 
master—three and three. 

Remainder of the Grand-Stewards — ^two and 
two. 

Master of the Grand Stewards. 

Grand Secretary, Chaplain, and Clerk. 

The cornucopia and golden mallet, carried by 
the tyler of the Grand Lodge, and an operative 
mason. 

Grand- Wardens with batons. 

Deputy Grand-Master, Treasurer, and Substi- 
tute. 

Grand Master-Mason of Scotland, supported 
by tv/o former Grand-Masters, noblemen and 
gentlemen, who had formerly been Grand-Mas^ - 
t^rs. 
. A detachment of soldiers, 

After proceeding down th^ High Street and 
Niddry's-Wynd, the Lord* Provost and Magis- 
trates, &c. arranged themselves on the right, the 
brethren on the left. The Grand-Master, the Sub- 
stitute Grand-Master, and Grand- Wardens, then 
walked up to the ground where the stone lay : 
In the stone were cut five holes, wherein the Sub- 
titute Grand-Master put in some coins of his 
present Majesty's reign, and covered them with 
a plate, on which was engraven the following in* 
$criptior> : 

Aimueme 
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Annuente Deo opdmo maximp, 
Regnante Georgio III. Patre Patriae, 

Hujus pontis, 

Quo vici extra imcnia Edinburgi, 

Urbi commode adjungerentur, 

Aditumque non indignum tanta urbs haberet, 

Primum lapidem posuit 

Nobilis vir Georgius Dominus Haddo, 

Antiquissimi sodalitii Architectonic!, 

Apud Scotos curio maximus, 

Plaudente amplis^ima fratnim corona, 

Immensaque populi frequentia 

Opiis, 

Utile civibus, gratum adrenis, 

Urbi decorum, patrix honestum, 

Diu multumque desideratum, 

Consule Jacobo Hunter Blair, 

Incepti auctore indefesso, 

Sanciente Rege Senatuque Britannise 

Approbantibus onmibus. 

Tandem inchoatum est 

Ipsis Kalendis August!, 

* A. D. MDCCLXXXV. 

MxTC Architectonicx 578^, 
Q. F. F. Q. S. 



TR^ANSLATION, 

By the blessing of Almighty God, in the reign of 
0eorge the Third, the father of his country, the Right 
Honourable George Lord Haddo, Grand-Ma»ter of the 
most ancient fraternity of Free Masons in Scotland, 
amidst the acclamations of a grand assembly of the bre- 
thren, 
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diren, and of a vast concourse of people, laid ^ the first 
stone of this bridge, intended to form a convenient com- 
munication between the city of Edinburgh and its sub- 
urbs, and an access not unworthy of such a city. 

This work, so useful to the inhabitants^ so pleasing 
and conrenient to strangers, so ornamental to the city, so 
creditable to the country, so long and much wanted and 
wished for, was at last begun, with the sanction of the 
King and Parliament of Great Britain, and with unirer- 
sal approbation, in the Provostship of James Hunter 
Blair, the author and indefatigable promoter of the un- 
dertaking, August th(B first, in the year of our Lord 
1785, and of the aera of masonry 5785. Which may 
God prosper. 

The Grand-Master then standing on the east, 
Avith the Substitute on his right hand, and the 
Grand- Wardens on the west, the square, the plumb, 
the level, and the mallet, were successively de- 
livered by an operative to the Substitute, and by 
him to the Grand-Master, who applied the squarie 
to that part of the stone which was square ; the 
plumb to the several edges, the level above the 
stone in several positions, and with the mallet, 
he gave three knocks, saying : '* May the Grand 
Architect of the Universe grant a blessing on 
this foundation-stone, which we have now laid, 
and by his providence enable us to finish this, and 
every other work which may be undertaken for 
the embellishment and advantage of this city." 
On this the brethren gave three hiuzas. 

Tkk' 
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The cornucopia and two silrer vessels wcrt 
then brought from the table, and delivered; the 
cornucopia to the Substitute, and the two vesseb 
to the Wardens, and were successively presented 
to the Grand-Master, who, according to an an- 
cient ceremony, poured the com, wine, and oil, 
which they contained, on the stone, saying, 
" May the all-bounteous Autlior of Nature bless 
this city with an abundance of com, wine, and 
oil, and with all the necessaries, conveniencies, 
and comforts of life, and may the same Almighty 
power preserve this city from ruin and decay to 
the latest posterity." On this the brethren again 
gave three huzzas. 

The Grand-Master afterwards addressed him- 
self to the Lord Provost and Magistrates, in a 
speech suitable to the occasion ; when the bre- 
thren again gave three huzzas, which concluded 
the ceremony. 

The Grand-Master, at laying the foundation- 
stone, was supported on tlie right hand by the 
Duke of Buccleugh, and, on the left, by the Earl 
of Balcari*as. 

After the foundation-stone was laid, and the an- 
them sung, the brethren returned; the whole pro- 
cession being reversed; and when the junior lodge 
arrived at the door of the Parliament House, 

they 
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they stopped till the Magistrates, Grand Lodge, 
and senior lodges passed. 



L. GRAND £LfiCTlON, iW**. 30, lyftj. 

Hon.F. ais^&tU^yQW(l%%t^AmM9iAf(kMfui*MM.£lift.^ 
Nathaniel Spens, Esq. Ihpffy Grani-MBster. 
Thomas Hay, Esq. Sttkt^uu Gra^MM^r. 
George Gordon, Esq. Sei$i$r Qrand'Warifn^ 
William Mackillop, Esq. JUfMr Grand'Warien. 
John Hay, Esq. Grand^Treasurer^ 
William Mason, Esq. Grand^&ecretarj* 
Mr John Madure, Grand-Chaplain. 
Mr kobert Meikle, Grand-Clerk. 

A CHARTER of confirmation was granted during 
this year to the UHidii Lodge in the island of 
St Christophers. 

A PExmoN having been presented from a dis- 
tressed Turk, who, upon examination, was found 
to be a brother of the order, he was ordered im- 
mediate relief* 

During this ye,zc there was a correspondence 
between the Grand Lodges of Scotland and 
Berlin. 

LI. 
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LI. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1786. 

Hon. r. Charteris, younger of Amisfield, Grand^Master. 

Lord Torphichen, Deputy Grand^Mas^r. 

Thomas Hay, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. ^ 

Sir J. Sinclair, Bart, of Stevertson, SeniorGrand-Warden. 

James Hume> Esq. W. S. Junior Grand^Warden. 

John Hay, Esq* Grand-Treasuteri, 

William Mason, Esq. Grand^Sedrtary, 

Mr John Maclure, Grand-^haphin. ' 

Mr Robert Meikle, Grand-X^lerk. ' ^ 

In the course of this year a charter was granted 
to a French Lodge at Aix» in Provence, under 
the title of La Douce Narmonie. 



LIL GRAND ELECTION, iVbv. 30. 1787. ' 

Francis Lord Elcho, Grand^Master. 

Lord Torphichen, Deputy Grand^Mnster^ 

Thoipas Hay, . Esq. Substitute Grand^Master. 

Sir John Sinclair of Stevenson, Senior Grand-Warden. 

James Hume Esq. Junior Grand-Warden. 

John Hay, Esq. Grand-Treasurer, 

William Mason, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 

Reverend Dr Touch, Grand-Chaplain. 

Mr Robert Meikle^ Grand^CUrk. 

During this year a charter was granted to a 
number of brethren to hold a lodge at Rouen, 
in France, under the title of Ardente Amitii^ 
and another for the city of Marseilles, under the 
name of the Faithful Friend. 

Lewis 
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Lewis Clavel, Master of the Scotish Lodge at 
Rouen, in Normandy, was appointed Provincial 
Grand-Master over all the lodges in France, 
which held of t^e Grand Lodge of Scotland. 

^ The Right Honourable Lord Haddo, in ab- 
sence of the Right Honourable Lojrd Elcho, 
(Grand-Master of Scotland) accompanied by the 
Grand Lodge of Free Masons, with the proper in- 
signia, the Lord Provost, Magistrates, Council of 
Edinburgh, in their robes, the Magistrates of 
Leith, several of the principal inhabitants, &c. 
walked in procession from the Assemby Rooms, 
atXieith, attended by a party of the military, and 
a band of music from the castle, and laid the 
foundation-stone of the Draw^Bridge at the Har- 
bour of Leith, with the usual solemnities. In 
the stone were put some coins of his present 
Majesty's reign, covered witb a plate of silver, 
on which was engraved the following inscrip- 
tion: 

Florente 

Sub Imperio Georgii 11 1. 

Omni Britannias era, 

OpibuSj, Artibus, Commercio^ 

Civitas Edinburgensis, 

Veterem suum Lethae Portum, 

Navium multitudinem undique 

Appellentium, 

Jam non capientem 

Munifice ampliavit. 

4. D. MDCCLXXXVIII. 
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Urhis Cozisule ivto Jofime Grieye| 

Hujus molis primum lapidem poeuit 

NobUis Vir Georgius Dominus Haddo, 

Die Septembris, xxiii^ 

iErac Architectonicae 5788. 

All the ships in the harbour displayed their 
colours upon this occasion. 



LIIL GRAND ELECTION, Dic. 1. 1788. 

Francis Lord Napier^ Oraad^Mastir. 

Lord Binning, Deputy Grand^Masier. 

Thomas Hay, Esq. Sukjtitute Grand^M^ster. 

J.Ste^irart, Esq. younger of Allanbank, Sen. Grand-Tf^arJen^ 

James Wolfe Murray, Esq. Junior Grand-Warden. 

John Hay, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 

William Mason, Esq. Grand^Secretary. 

Reverend Dr Touch, Grand^Chaplain. 

Mr Robert Meikle, Grand^Clerh 

It was agreed upon during this year that all gen- 
tlemen in the clerical line should pay no dues for 
being initiated into the fraternity. 

On the i6th November 1789, the foundation- 
stone of the New College of Edinburgh was laid 
with great solemnity by the Right Honourable 
Francis Lord Napier, Grand Master-Mason of 
Scotland, in presence of the Right Honourable 
the Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council 

of 
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of the city cf Edinburghi with the Principal, Pro- 
fessors, and students of the University of £din« 
burgh, a number of nobility and gentry, and the 
meters, ofliwa, and brethren of all the lodges of 
Free Miuons in this city and neighbourhood, be^ 
sides an iimuiner<ible crowd of spectators. The 
brethren gssen^bled within the Parliament House 
at eleven o'clock forenoon, to meet the Most 
Worshipful Grand Master-lVlason, When tht 
lodges were arranged, the Grand-Master sent no^ 
tice to the Lord Frovost and Magistrates in the 
OounciUchamber, and to the Principal, Professors, 
and students of the University in the High Church | 
Upon which notice^ the prooessi^n began as foL 
JoWSf 

The Principal, Profisssors/ and ytudents^ with 
their mace carried before th»i* 

The Lord Provost, Magiatrales^ and Cofunei}, 
j^receded-by the sword, mace, Sac. 

A band of singers, under the direction of Sig^ 
nior Schetky. 

The Grand Stewards. 

The Koblemen and Gentlemen attending the 
Grand-Master. 

The Grand jewels* 

The Grand Lodge. 

A band of instnunental muaic. 

The lodges according to their seniority, the 
}odge of St Macy's Chapel walking firsts 

Th5 
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The band played the first tlirec songs, aad 
the singers sung them in going to the cere- 
mony. Upon arriving at the spot, where the 
stone was laid, the instrumental band played 
Come let us prepare, till all the lodges had taken 
their ground. The Substitute Grand-Master, 
assisted by Mr Robert Adam, the architect and 
designer of this noble work, proceeded to place 
the medals, writings, &c. in the stone. The 
Grand-Master then, standing on the east, with 
the Substitute on his right hand, and the Grand- 
Wardens on the west, the square, the plumb; 
the level, and the mallet, were successively 
delivered by an operative to the Substitute, 
and by him to the Grand-Master, who applied 
the square to that part of the stone thit was 
square, the plumb to the several edges, the level 
above the stone in several positions, and with tl» 
mallet he gave three knocks^ saying, " May the 
Grand Architect of the Universe grant a blessing 
on this foundation-stone which we have now laid, 
and by his providence enable us to finish this and 
every other work which may be undertaken for 
the embellishment and advantage of this city ;" 
on this the brethren gave three huzzas. The cor, 
nucopia and two silver vessels were then brought 
from the table, and delivered, the cornucopia to 
the Substitute, and the two vessels to the War- 
dens, and were successively presented to the 
Grand-Master, who, according to an ancient cere- 
mony, poured the com, the wine, and the oil, 
which they contained, on the stone, saying, " May 

the 
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the All-Bouhteous Author of Nature bless tbi? 
city with abundance of com, wine, and oil, and 
with all the necessaries, conveniencies, and com-? 
forts of life ; and may the same Almighty Power 
preserve this city from ruin and decay to the 
latest posterity ;" on this the brethren again gaye 
three huzzas. The Grand-Master afterwards ad- 
dressed himself to the Lord Provost and Mag^ 
trates as follows : 



" My Lord Provost and Magistrates of the city of 
' Edinburgh J 

** In compliance with your request, I have now 
had the honour, in the capacity of Grand Master- 
Mason of Scotland, to lend my aid towards laying 
that stone, on which it is your intention to erect 
a new College. I must ever consider it as one of 
the fortunate events of my life, that the craft of 
Free and Accepted Masons should be called forth 
to assist at an undertaking so laudable and so glo-^ 
rious, during the time that, from their affection, 
I have the honour of sitting in the chair of the 
Grand Lodge. 

" The attention to the improvement of this 
city, manifested by the Magistrates your prede- 
cessors in office, has, for many years, excited the 
admiration of their fellow-citizens. The particu- 
lar exertions of your Lordship, and your col- 
leagues, have merited, and it gives me infinite sa- 
tisfaction 
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Ci^ftctioii to 6Qy^ hare obtinned the unitentl ap^ 
jirobation of all mnks of men. The business of 
tlds day^ equally to be remembered in the ftnuab 
rf this city and of masonry^ will transmit your 
name with lustre to posterity. Thousands yet 
nnbom^ learning to admire your virtues, will 
thereby be stimulated to follow the great exam- 
ple you have set them, of steady patriotism, love 
of your country, and anxious desire to advance 
the welfare, and increase the fame, of the city of 
Edinburgh. In the name of the craft of Free 
and Accepted Masons, and in my own, I sincere- 
ly implore the protection of the Supreme Archi. 
tect of the Universe on your Lordship, and your 
brethi^ in Magistracy. May you long continue 
here the ornaments of civil society ; and may you 
kereafter be rec^ved into those mansions, those 
kxlges, prepared in Heaven for the blessed." 

To this address the Lord Provost* in name of 
the IVfagistrates and Town Council of the city of 
Edinburgh, made a suitable reply. 

^ The Grand-Master next addressed the Princi- 
pal, as representing the University of Edinburgh, 
in the following words. 



, •• Rsverend Sir, 

"^ Permt me to congratulate yon, as Principal, 

and 
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and your brethren as Professors of the University 
of Edinburgh, on the work in which we have this 
day been engaged ; a work worthy of your pa- 
trons, who, ever considering the public good, 
will not permit the seat of learning, established 
in this ancient metropolis, to bear the appearance 
of decay, at a time when so much attention is be- 
stowed on the elegance and convenience both of 
public and private edifices. Permit me likewise 
to congratulate my country on the probability of 
seeing the different chairs of the magnificent 
structure, now to be erected, filled by men so dis- 
tinguished for their piety, so eminent for their 
learning, and so celebrated for their abilities^ as 
those to whom I now have the honour of address- 
ing myselfi Any panegyric I can pronounce, 
must fall so far short of what is due to you, Sir, 
and your honourable and learned brethren, that 
it would be presumption in me to attempt to ex- 
press my sense of your deserts. Suffice it to say, 
that the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and the lodges 
depending on it, are most happy in having this 
opportunity of assisting at, and witnessing the 
laying the foundation, from whence, it is their 
earnest wish, a building may arise, which in fu- 
ture ages may be as renowned for the excellence 
of its teachers, and as much respected fi)rthe pro- 
priety of conduct in its students, as the Universi- 
ty now is, over which you have the peculiar sa- 
tisfaction of presiding. May the Almighty Ar- 
I i chitect, 
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chitect, the Sovereign Disposer of all events, grant 
that the Principal and Professors of this College 
may continue to deliver their instructions, and 
the students to receive their admonitions, in such 
a manner as may redound to the glory of God, 
the promotion of science, and the extension of all 
useful learhing." - 

To which the Reverend Principal Robert&n 
made the following reply. 

*> f'ROxM very humble beginnings, the Univer- 
sity of Edinburgh has attained to such eminence, 
as entitles it to be ranked among the most cele- 
brated seminaries of learning. Indebted to the 
bounty of several of our Sovereigns ; distinguish- 
ed particularly by the gracious Prince now seat- 
ed on the British throne, whom, with gratitude, 
we reckon among the most muFjificent of our 
royal benefactors, and * cherished by the conti- 
nued attention and good offices of our Honour- 
able Patrons, this University can now boast of 
the number and variety of its institutions, for the 
instruction of youth in all the branches of litera- 
ture and science. 

" With what integrity and discernment per- 
sons have been chosen to preside in each of these 
departments, the character of my learned col- 
leagues aflFords the most satisfying evidence. From 
confidence in their abilities, and assiduity in dis- 
charging 
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charging the duties of their respective (Offices, the 
University of Edinburgh has become a seat of 
education, not only to youth in every part of the 
British dominions, but, to the honour of our coun- 
try, studoits have been attracted to it from almost 
every natidn in Europe, and every state in Ame- 
rica. One thing still was wanting. The apart- 
ments appropriated for the accommodation of 
PpojEessors and students were so extremely unsuit- 
able to the flourishing state of the University j that 
it has long been the general wish to have build- 
ings more decent and convenient erected. What 
your Lordship has now done, gives a near pros- 
pect of having this wish accomplished ; and we 
consider it as a most auspicious circumstance, that 
the foundatioij-stoneof this new mansion of science 
is laid by your Lordship, who, among your ances- 
tors, reckon a man, whose original and universal 
genius places him high among the illustrious per- 
sons who have contributed most eminently to en- 
large the boundaries of human knowledge. 

" Permit me to add, what I regard as my own 
peculiar felicity, that by having remained in my 
present station much longer than any of my pre- 
decessors, I have lived to witness an event so be* 
nefidal to this University, the prosperity of which 
is near to my heart, and has ever )>een the object 
of my warmest wishes. 

" May Almighty God, without the invocation 
I i 2 of 
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of whom no action of importance should be be- 
gun, bless this undertaking, and enable us to 
carry it on with success. Nfcty he continue to pro- 
tect our University, the object of whose institU7 
tions is to instil into the minds of youth princi- 
ples of sound knowledge, to inspire them with the 
love of religion and virtue, and to prepare them 
for filling the various situations in society with 
honour to themselves, and with benefit to their 
country. All this we ask in the name of Christ ; 
and unto the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spi- 
rit, we ascribe the kingdom, power, and glqry. 
Amen/' 

After the Principal had finished his speech, 
the brethren again gave three huzzas, which ccm- 
cluded the ceremony. 

Two crystal bottles, cast on purpose at the 
Glass-house of Leith, were deposited in the foun- 
dation-stone. In one of these were put different 
coins of the present reign, each of which being 
previously enveloped in crystal in such an in- 
genious manner, that the legend on the coins 
could be distinctly read without breaking it. In 
the other bottle was deposited seven rolls of 
vellum, containing a short account of the original 
foundation and present state of the University, to- 
gether with several other papers; in particular 
the different newspapers, containing advertise- 
ments relative to the College, &c. and a list of 

the 
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the Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Office-bearers 
of the Grand Lod^e of Scotland. The bottles being 
carefully sealed up, were covered with a plate of 
copper, wrapped in block tin ; and upon the un^ 
der side of the copper were engraved the arms of 
the city of Edinburgh, and of the University, 
likewise the arms of the Right Honourable Lord 
Napier, Grand Master-Mason of Scotland. Upon 
the upper side, was a Latin inscription, of which 
the fojlowing is a copy. 

Annuente Deo Opt Max. 

Regnante Georgio III. Principe 

Munificendssimo, 

Academiae Edinburgensis 

JBdibus 

Inido quidem humillimis, 

£t jam, post duo secula, pene ruinoslsy 

Novi hujus .£dificii 

Ubi commoditad simul et elegandse^ 

Tanti doctrinarum domicilii^ 

Dignae 

Consuleretur, 

Primum lapidem posuit, 

Plaudente ingente omnium ordinum 

Frequentia, 

Vir Nobilissimus 

Franciscus Dominus Napier^ 

Reipub. Architectojiicse apud Scotos, 

Curio Maximus, 

XVI. KaL Decemb. 

Anno salutis humanx mdcclxxxix* 

JErx Architectonicae lodioccLXxxix. 

/ Consulx 
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Omsule Thoma Elder, 
Academbe Praefecco Gulielmo Robertson^ 
Arcbitecto Roberto Adam. 
Q, F. F. Q. S. 



TRANSLATION* 

By the blessing of Almighty God, 
In the reign of die munificent Prince Geo. HI. 
The buildings of the University of Edinburgliy 

Being originally very mean. 
And now, after two centuries, almost a ruin» 
The Right Hon. Francis Lord Napier, 
Grand-Master of the fraternity of Free Masons in 
Scotland, 
Amidst the acclamations 
Of a prodigious concourse of all ranks of people, 
. Laid the Foundation-stone of this 
New fabric ; 
In which ^ union o£ elegance with convenience. 
Suitable to the dignity of such a celebrated 
Seat of learning, 
Has been studied *, 
On the 1 6th day of November, 
In the year of our Lord X789, 
And of the aera of Masonry 5789, 
Thomas Elder being Lord Provost of the city ; 
William Robertson Principal of the University j 
and Robert Adam Architect. 
May the undertaking prosper and be crowned 
with success* 



The 
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, The anthem being sung, the brethren returned, 
the whok procession being reversed ; and when 
the junior lodge arrived at the door of the Parlia- 
ment House, they fell back to. the right and left, 
within the line pf the soldiers, when the Principal, 
Professors, and Students, the Lord Provost, Ma- 
gistrates, and Town Council, and the Grand 
Lodge, passed through with their hats off. The 
Grand-Master was supported, on the right hand, 
by Sir William Forbes, Baft, a former Grand- 
Master, and, on the left, by his Grace the Duke 
of Bupcleugh. 



LIV. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1789. 

Francis Lord Napier, Grand-Marter* 

George Earl of Morton, Grand^Master Elect. 

Lord Binning, Deputy Grand'Majter. 

Thomas Hay, Esq, Substitute Grand-JHaster. 

John Stewart, Esq. of AUanbank, Senior GrandJVardefu 

James Wolfe Murray, Junior Grand^Wardert. 

John Hay, Esq* Treasurer. 

William Mason, Esq. Grand^Secretary. 

Reverend Dr Touch, Grand-Chaplain. 

Mr Robert Meikle> Grand-Clerk. 

No events of importance occured during this 
year. 
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LV. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1790. 

George Earl of Morton, Grand-Master, 
George Earl of Errol, Deputy Grand-Master. 
Thomas Hay, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master, 
William Campbell, Esq. Senior Grand-Warden, 
Captam John Scott of Millenj, Junior Grand-Warden, 
John Haj, Esq. Grand-Treasurer, 
William Mason, Esq. <^rand-Secretary, 
Reverend Dr Touch, Grand-Cbaplain, 
Mr Robert Meikle, Grand-Clerh. 

A NEW lodge, under the title of the Mount 
Olive Lodge, was erected at St Christophers, un- 
der a patent from Scotland. 



LVI. GRAND ELECTION, Nov, 30. 1791. 

George Earl of Morton, Grand-Master. 

Marquis of Hundy» Grand^Master Elect, 

Earl of Errol, Deputy Grand^Master, 

Thomas Hay, Esq. Substitute Grand'Master. 

William Campbell, Esq. Senior Grand'Warden, 

William Douglas Clepban, Esq. Junior Grand-Warden^ 

John Hay, Esq. Grand^Treasurer, 

William Mason, Esq. Grand^Secretary. 

Reverend Dr Touch, Grand-Chaplain, 

Mr Robert Meikle, Grand-Clerk. 

On the 30th November, the day of the election, 
the foundation-stone of the Bridewell, Calton- 
Hill, was laid in the following manner. 

The 
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, The JLiord Provost, Magistrates, and Council, 
in their robes. 

The Sheriff-Deputis, attended by the Noble- 
men and Gentlemen of the county. 
. The Band of the 53d regiment. 

The Grand-Stewards. 
. The Noblemen and Gentlemen attending the 
Grand-Master. 

The Grand Jewels, Cornucopia, &c. 

The Qrand Lodge. 

The Lodges according to their seniority ; the 
Lod^ ^f St Mary's Chapel walking first. • 

The procession began to move from the As- 
sembly-Rooms a little after one o'clock^ and 
reached the site for the New Bridewell, upon the 
Calton-Hill, about two. The Grand-Master then 
standing on the east, with the Substitute on his 
right hand, and the Grand- Wardens on the west, 
the square, the plumb, the level, and the mallet, 
were successively delivered by an operative to the ' 
Substitute, and by him again to the Grand-Master; 
with the mallet he gave three knocks, saying, 
" May the Grand Architect of the universe grant 
" a blessing on this foundation-stone which we 
" have now laid, and, by his providence, enable us 
" to finish this, and every other work which may 
" be undertaken for the advantage of this city 
" and county." On this the brethren gave three 
huzzas. The cornucopia and two silver vessels 
were then brought from the table, and delivered, 
K k the 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



a58 THE HISTORY OF 

the cormicopia to the Substitute, and the twd 
vessels to the Wardens, and were successively 
presented to the Grand-Master, who, according 
to an ancient ceremony, poured the com, the 
wine, and the oil, which they contained, on the 
stone, saying, " May the All-bounteous Author 
** of Nature bless this city and county with abun- 
" dance of corn, wine, and oil, and with all the 
" necessaries, conveniencies, and comforts of life; 
** and may the same Almighty Power preserve 
** this city and county from ruin and decay to the 
" latest posterity/' On this the brethren again 
gave three huxzas. 

The Grand-Master afterwards addressed him- 
self to the Lord Fravost and Magistrates as fol- 
lows. 

** My Lord Provost and Magistrates, 

** I have the honour of meeting your Lord- 
fliip, and the Magistrates of Edinbtirgh, this 
day, for the purpose of carrying into execution 
an lundertaking, which there is every reason to 
believe will be attended with great public bene- 
fit. While we contemplate with pleasure the 
flourishing state of Scotland, we cannot help la- 
menting, that, from the imperfection of human 
affairs in this, as in every other country, the in- 
crease of arts, manufactures, commerce, and po- 
pulation, (however desirable in itself,) has been 
attended with a degree of cotruption in the 
manners of the people, to which, I am sorry to 

add. 
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idd^ 'the too general ua^ of spirits, among the 
lower cl«fl8 of both sexes, has, in this country, 
greatly contributed, I trust, therefore, that every 
good citizen will most cordially join with me in 
giving due praise to the zeal of those honourable 
and respectable Magistrates, through whose exer- 
tions the unction of the legislature has been ob- 
tained for the institution of this house of public 
discifdiac, which we are now preparing to erect. 
May it prove, undo- the guidance of Magistrates^ 
upright and vigilant as those to whom wcowe its 
eJihtem^^ a terror to the idle and profligate, and 
a pledge of security to the industrious arid well 
disposed inhabitants of this city and coimty. 
May those who shall once feel the severity of ists 
discipline leave it so amended in their behaviour, 
and intired to habits of industry, als aevcr to 
nsq^ire a repetition of its chastisements ; aad 
may the jaccomphshment of the purposes for 
which it is founded be marked by the regular 
diminution of ithe mimber of its inhabitants.*' 

To this speech the Lord Provost made a very 
elegant and suitable reply. After the Lord Pro- 
vost had finished his speech, the brethren again gave 
three huzzas, which concluded the ceremony. 

Twx), crystaj-bottles, cast on purpose at tjje 
Glass-house of JLioith, we^e desposited in the foun- 
dation-stone. In one of these were put different 
coins of the present reign ; each of which being 
pfeviously enveloped in crystal, in such an inge- 
K^ k ^ nioiis 
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nious manner, that the legend on the coins could 
be distinctly read without breaking the crystal. 
In the other bottle were deposited two rolls <rf 
vellum, containing the names of the present offi- 
cers of the Grand Lodge, and the present Magis- 
trates of this city ; together with an Edinburgh 
almanack, and a copy of each of the newspapcn 
published in this city, viz. the Caledonian Mer- 
cury, Edinbmrgh Evening Courant, Edinburgh 
. Advertiser, and Edinburgh Herald. The bottles 
being carefully sealed up, were covered with a 
piece of copper, wrapped in block tin ; and, npoa 
the under side of the copper, were engraved the 
Arms of the city of Edinburgh, the Arms of 
the Earl of Morton, Grand Master-Mason of 
Scotland, of Masonry, and of the Right Hon. 
James Stirling, Lord Provostof Edinburgh. Up- 
on the upper side of the plate, a Latin inscrip^r 
tion, of which the following is a copy. 

Regnante Georgio III. 
Ad nequitiam 
lotra Urbem et Comiutum Edinburgensem^ 
Salutari bbpri coercendam accommodati 
Primum hujus ErgastuU lapidem 
Posuit 
, Vir nobilissimus Georgius Comes de Mortonj 

Dominus Douglas de Lochleven, &c. &c. 
Sodalitii Architeflonici apud Scotos Curio Maximus, 
Anno post Christum natum mdccxci. 
-^ae autem Architedonicae iodidccxci. 
Die ipso Divi Andreae 
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' Urbis Consule amplissimo Jacobo Stirling, 
Comitatus Vicecomite Vicario Joanni Pringlc, 
Architecto Rd^erto Adam. 

The procession then returned to the Assembly 
Rooms. The Right Hon. the Earl of Bakarras 
walked on the right side of the Grand-Master, and 
Thomas Hay, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master, on 
his left. Hi's'fetace the Duke of Buccleugh took 
the right of Mr Sheriff Pririgle, and the Lord 
Advocate the left. 

The foundation-stone of^^that princely fabric, 
the Royal Infirmary, was laid by the noble Earl'e 
grandfather. That humane institution was in- 
tended as ,aa asylum for the distressed, where 
the diseased in body might meet a cure. It has 
been reserved for the grandson ^o found • a fk^ 
brie intended for the express purpose of reclaim- 
ing the vicious,, and promoting the noble ends of 
virtue. The following inscription is to be placed 
in the front of the building. 

For 

The safety of the good. 

And 

The reformation of the guilty. 

This building was erected. 

In the magistracy * 

Of 
The Right Honourable James Stirling, 
Lord Provost of the City, 

And 
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And lohn Pringle, Zm|* 
Sktriff-Depitte of the Coaaty 

Of £dinbu^h» 

The foundation-stone was laid 

By 

The Right Hon. George Earl of Morton, 

Grand Master-^Mason of Scotland^ 

On the 30th day of Noyember, 

In the year of our Lord I79i> 

And of Masonry 579i> 



Dct^iNG this year a provincial deputation was 
granted £br the Leeward Canribee Islands. 

LVII. GltAND ELECTION, Nm). 3^. 1791. 

Hke Marquis of Huatly, GranJUMasUr. 
The Earl of Anciam, Dtpidj Grand^Master* 
Thomas Hay, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master^ 
William M. D. Clephan, Esq. Senior Grand^Warderu 
Lord Downe, Junior GrandWarden. 
John Hay, Esq. Grand'Tnasurer. 
William Mason, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 
Reverend Dr Touch, GrandJChaplain. 
Mr Robert Meikle, GrMd-CML 

Nothing of onportance occttrred during this 
year. 

LVIII. 



I 
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LVin. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 50 1793. 

The Marquis of Huntljr, Grand^Matier. 

The Earl of Ancram, Deputy Grand-Masftr. 

Thomas Hay, Esq. Substitute Grand^Mastet^ 

CoL Maclean Dou^s Clephan, Senior Gremd-Warden. 

Locd Downe, Junior Orand^War^. 

John Hay, Esq. Grand'Treasurer. 

William Mason, Esq. Grand^Secretary. 

Reverend Dr Touch, Grand^baplain. 

Mr Robert Meikle, Grand-C/eri. 

The members of the Journeymen Lodge, ha- 
ving inconsiderately let their lodge room to a 
number of men calling themselves the Friends of 
the People, an extraordinary conunittee of the 
Grand Lodge was called to consult upon the busi^ 
ness, when it was agreed, that their conduct was 
highly reprehensible, and it was unanimously resol- 
ved to suspend from their office five members, who 
who were concerned in that improper affair. This 
circumstance is mentioned to show the loyalty 
of the Grand Lodge, and their eagerness to dis- 
courage every society that was imfriendly to the 
existing government. 

LIX. 
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LIX. GRANP ELECTION, Dec. 1. 1794. 

The Earl of Ancram, GrOnd^Mastir. 

Lord Down^ Deputy Groful^MasUr. 

Thomas Hay, Esq. -StAstitute Grartd''A(asUr. 

Sir Jimes Foulis, Bart. Se/mr GraniWarden. 

A. Houston, Esq. of Jordanhill, Junior. Qrand^Wardm. 

John Hay, Esq. Grand^X^easurtr. 

William Mason, Esq. Grand'Secretary. 

Reverend Dr Toucji, Grand'Chaphin. 

Mr Robert Meikle, Grand-^Qhrt. 

No interesting occurrence marked the proceed- 
ings of this year. 



LX. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30, 1795. 

The Earl of Ancnun, Grand^MasUr. 
Lord Downe, Deputy Grand^Master, 
Thomas Hay, Esq. Substitute Grand^Master. 
Sir James Foulis, Bart. &£mor Grand'Warden. 
Andrew Houston, Esq. Junwr Grand^Warden. 
John Hay, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 
Robert Meikle, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 
, Reverend Dr Touch, Grand-Chaplain. 
Mr Thomas Sommers, Grand-Clerk. 

The Grand-Master having taken the chair, 
thanked the brethren for this second mark of 
attention, in calhng him to the chair of the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland, an honour which he 
would ever recollect with gratitude. He regret- 
ted 
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ted, that from his necessajry avocations, which 
led him occasionally at a distance from this city, 
he had it not in his power to pay that attention 
to the lodges, which inclination, as well as a 
sense of duty, would induce him to give. He 
would, . however, embrace the earliest opportu- 
nities in his power of paying his respects to them. 
He then observed, that although, from the prin- 
ciples of the craft, it was at all times vmbecom- 
ing of them as a body to interfere with politics, 
yet he considered loyalty to the King, and sub- 
mission to thfe laws, to be duties incumbent on 
all. He hoped, therefore, that from the late de- 
liverance of his Majesty, when personally at- 
tacked in going to Parliament, the first day of the 
present session, it would be proper for the bre- 
thren, when now assembled upon the anniver- 
sary of St Andrew, to express their happiness at 
that deliverance. He would, therefore, propose 
an Address, which he had then, in his hand, and 
which, he flattered himself, would meet with 
their approbation." The Address having been 
read by the Most Worshipful, and approved of 
by the brethren, it was transmitted to the Duke 
of Portland; Secretary of State for the home de- 
partment) and by him presented to his Majesty. 
Of this Address the following is a copy. 
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" Unto the King*s Most Excellent Majesty, . 

" The Humble Address of the Right Honourable 
and Most Worshipful, William Earl of An- 
cram, Grand Master-Mason of Scotland ; Fran- 
cis Lord Viscount Downe, Depute Grand-Mas- 
ter; Thomas Hay, Esq. Substitute Grand- 
Master ; Sir James Foulis, Bart. Senior Grand- 
Warden; Andrew Houston j Esq. Junior Gtand- 
Warden ; John Hay, Esq. Grand-TteasUrer ; 
with the Brethren in Gtand Lodge assembled 
on the Anniversary of St Andrew. 

** Most Gracious Sovereign, 

" WE, your ^fajesty's most dutiful subject, 
the Grand Lodge of Scotland, humbly reqUcAt 
permission to approach your Majesty, with the 
most sincere expressions of that attachment and 
loyalty, for which our ancient and respectable 
order has^ ever been distinguished. 

** Your Majesty's late deliverance frohi the ha^s 
of wicked and sanguinary men, While it recals 
to us the recollection of your Majesty's virtues, 
impresses us with gratitude to that providential 
care, which, by watching over your Majesty** 
life> has averted the most alarming calamities 
from your people. 

" We 
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" We have, on this occasion, witnessed the in- 
terposition of Heaven for the safety of your royal 
person. That it may never cease to extend its 
guardian protection to your Majesty, gnd to your 
illustrious House, is our united prayer. 

" Signed by apppiotmenf, and in our presence, 
when in Grand. Lodge assembled, this thir- 
tieth day of November, qne thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-five. 

(Signed) 

" Ancram, Grand-MasUr!* 

LXI. GRAND ELECTION, Aw. 30. 1796. 

Lord Viscount Downe^ Grand^Master. 
The Earl of Crawford, Deputy Grand^Master. 
Thomas Hay> Esq. Substitttte Grand^Master, 
John Clerk, Esq. Senior Grand'Warden. 
Robert Moir, Esq. Junior Grand'Warden. 
John Hay, Esq. Grand'Treasurer. 
Robert Meikle, Esq. Grand'Secretarj. 
Reverend Dr Touch, Grand^Chaplain. 
Mr Thomas Sommers, Grand'Cleri. 

In the cxmrse of this yegr a correspondence was 
opened with the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

L 1 z LXIL 
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LXIL GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 1797. 

Lord Viscount Downe, Grand^Master. 
The Earl of Crawford, Deputy Grand^Master. 
Thomas Hay, Esq. Substitute Grand^Master 
John Clerk, Esq. Senior Grani^Warden. 
Robert Moir, Esq. Junior Grand^Warden* 
J(An Hay, Esq. Grand-Treasurer* 
William Guthrie, Esq. Grand^Secretarj. 
Rev. Dr Touch, Grand-Qhaplain. 
Mr Thomas Sommers, Grand^Cleri. 

An Address to his Majesty, upon the late signal 
victory over the Dutch fleet by Lord Duncan, 
was moved by the Substitute Grand-Master, and 
imanimously agreed to. In consequence of this 
motion, the following Address was drawn up, and 
transmitted to the Dyke of Portland: 

** Unto the Kino's Most Excellent Majesty,^ 

" The humble Address of ^ the Grand Lodge, and 
Masons of Scotland. 

" May it please your Majesty, 

** WE, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Grand-Master and other ofScers of 
the Grand Lodge of Scotland, with the Masters, 
Officers, and Proxies of Lodges, and Brethren in 
Gmad l^odge assembled, though generally unac- 
customed 
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customed to approach your royal person, except 
upon events connected with the domestic felicity 
of your illustrious house, yet we trust we will be 
pardoned by your Majesty for thus expressing our 
congratulations on the late naval victory, glorious 
almost beyond all former example. Actuated as wc 
are, by an honest pride in the reflection that the sig- 
nal success on this occasion was obtained through 
divine aid, under the auspices of one to whom our 
native country had the credit of giving birth, 
we are ready, in common with your Majesty's 
other loyal subjects, to stand or fall in the support 
of our liberties, our laws, and our religion; and 
conclude with breathing a hope in the true spirit 
of masonry, that peace may soon be restored to 
these realms on a solid and permanent basis, 
honourable to your Majesty, and to the nation. 

** Signed in name, and by appointment, and in 
presence of the Brethren, within the Grand 
Lodge, this 30th Day of November 1797, 
being the Anniversary of the Festival of St. 
Andrew.** 



Lxni. 
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LXIII. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30, 1798. 

Sir James Stirling, Bart. Lord Prov. ofEdin. Grand-Master. 

G. Ramsay, Esq. younger of Bamton, Deputy Qrand-Master. 

John Clerk, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 

J. Trotter, Esq. of Morton-Hall, Senior Grand-Warden. 

A. Gibson Maitland,£sq. of Clifton-HiOlt^iiiipr GrandWardem. 

John Hay, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 

V^lliam Guthrie, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 

Rev. Dr Touch, Grand^aplain. 

Mr James Bertram, Grand-Clerh. 

In gonscqucnce of the celebrated victory over 
the French fleet by Admiral Nelson, an address 
was presented to his Majesty by the Gr^d Lodge 
ofScbtland. 

At a meeting of the Grand Lodge, on the 5th 
of August 1799, ^^ ^^^ stated from the chair, 
that by an act passed in the last session of ParKa- 
ment, cap. 79, entitled, " An Act for the more 
^* efl&ctual suppression of societies established for 
** seditious and treasonable purposes,'^ &c. it was, 
inter alia^ declared illegal for any body of men to 
require an oath, test, or declaration from their 
members, not authorised by law ; but that an ex- 
press exception was contained therein, in favour 
of Free Masons, imder certain provisions, of the 
following tenor, 

" And 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 

'.. _ Si** ■ *' ~'^ ^^i I 



*^ And whereas certain societies have been long^ 
'^ accustomed to be holden in this kingdom^ under 
" the denomination of Lodges of Free Masons, 
" the meetings whereof have been, in a great 
" measure, directed to charitable purposes, be it 
" therefore enacted. That nothing in this act 
" shall extend to the meetings of any such sode- 
•* ty or lodge, which shall, before the passing of 
" this act, have been usually holden imder the 
" said denomination, and in conformity to the 
" rules prevailing among the said societies of 
" Free Masons, 

" PaovmED always, that this exemption shall 
" not extend to any such society, unless two of 
" the members compbsing the same shall certify 
" upon oath (which oath any justice of the peace 
" or other magistrate is hereby empowered to ad- 
" minister), that such society or lodge has, before 
" the passing of this act, been usually held under 
•* the denomination of a Lodge of Free Masons, 
•* and in conformity to the rules prevailing among 
" the societies or lodges of Free Masons in thi? 
" kingdom : which certificate, duly attested by 
" the magistrate before whom the same shall be 
*• sworn, and subscribed by the prirson so certify- 
" ing, shall, within two calendar months after the 
" passing of this act, be deposited with the clerk 
" of the peace for the county, stewartry, riding, 
"division, shire, or place, where such society or 
" lodge hath been usually held : Provided also, 

** That 
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•* That this exempdoD shall not extend to any 
" such society or lodge, unless the name or deno- 
** mination thereof, add the usual place or places, 
" and the time or times of its meetings, and the 
** names or descriptions of all and every the mera- 
•* bers thereof, be registered with such clerks of 
^ the peace, as aforesaid, witbin two montbs after 
•* the passing of this act ; and also on or befajre 
•* the 25th day of March in every succeeding 
year. 



u 



" And be it enacted, That the clerk of the 
" peace, or the person acting in his behalf, in any 
" such county, stewartry, riding, division, shire, 
" or place, is hereby authorised and reqvdred to 
" receive such certificate, and make such registry 
" as aforesaid, and to enrol the same among the 
" records of such county, stewartry, riding, divi- 
** sion, shire, or place, and to lay the same, once 
" in every year, before the general session of the 
" justices for such county, stewartry, riding, divi- 
" sion, shire, or place; and that it shall and may 
*• be lawful for the said justices, or for the major 
" part of them, at any of their general sessions, 
•* if they shall so think fit, upon complaint made • 
'* to them upon oath, by any one or more credi- 
" ble persons, that the continuance of the meet- 
♦* ings of any such lodge or society is likely to be 
" injurious to the public peace and good order, 
** to direct that the meetings of any such society 
«* or lodge, within such county, stewartry, riding, 

** divisiou, 
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-" division, shire, or place, shall from thenceforth 

** be discontinued ; and any such meetings held, 

" notwithstanding such order of discontinuance, 

" and before the same shall by the like authority 

'* be revoked, shall be deemed an unlawful com- 

** bination and confederacy, under the provisions 

" of this act," ♦ 

Which enactments the Grand Liodge having 
taken into their most serious consideration, they 
unanimously agreed, that it was their province, 
as the head of the masonic body in Scotland, 
&om whom all regular lodges hold by charter, 
their right of meeting, to take effectual steps for 
enforcing observance of the law before recited — 
a law, which, as bearing honourable testimony to 
the purity of their order, and thus silencing the 
daring breath of calunmy, must be truly flatter- 
ing to the brethren at large. 

They do, therefore, in the first place, most stre- 
nuously recommend the instant attention of the 
whole lodges of Scotland to the foregoing legis- 
lative regulations; by which it will be observed, 
that two essential requisites are necessary for en- 
titling the Free Masons of Scotland to hold in 
ftiture their usual meetings. 

istj That two of the members of ^ach lodge 

shall certify upon oath, before any justice of th? 

peace, or other magistrate, that " The lodge has. 

Mm " before 
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" before the passing of the said act, been usucdlj 
" beld under the denomination of a lodge of Free 
" Masons, and in conformity to the rules prevailing 
" among the lodges of Free Masons in this king- 
" dom;'* and which affidavit, certified by the 
magistrate before whom it is taken, must be re- 
gistered with the sherifF-clerk of the county 
where the particular lodge holds her meetings, 
within two calendar months from the 12th of 
July last : And, 

idly. That one of the presiding officers of the 
lodge do record with the sherifF-clerk, within the 
same space, ist, The name by which the lodge is 
distinguished ; od. The place and days of meeting; 
and 3d, The names and descriptions (designations) 
of the attending members. 

And the Grand Lodge, responsible for the regu- 
lar conduct of the masons of Scotland, holding of 
them, which they are firmly persuaded is almost 
without exception entirely consonant to the prin- 
ciples of the craft ; yet, anxious to guard against 
every intrusion on thdir Ancient and respectable 
order, or upon her established and accustomed 
forms, do unanimously resolve, 

imo, That every lodge holding of the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland, shall, within six months firom 
this date, apply for a certificate from the Grand 
Lodge; which certificate shall bear an express 

renewal 
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renewal of power to hold masonic meetings, \mder 
her sanction and authority ; and which shall not 
be granted without production of evidence to the 
Most Worshipful the Grand-Master, his Deputy, 
or Substitute, that the act of Parliament above 
recited has been literally complied with. And 
every lodge which shall not, within the said space, 
demand and obtain such certificate, shall be ex- 
punged from the grand roll, have consequently 
no right thereafter, by her presiding officers, or by 
proxy, to sit or vote at their meetings, knd be de- 
prived of all future protection of the Grand 
Lodge. 

idoy That the said certificate shall be subscribe 
ed by the Grand-Master, his Deputy, ot Substi 
tute, and by the Secretary and Clerk for the time, 
and have the seal of the Grand Lodge appended 
thereto; for which a fee of five shillings, and no 
more, at the disposal of the Grand Lodge^ shall be 
exacted. 

pio^ That the said certificate shall be there^ 
after applied for, on or before the 25th day of 
April 1801, and of every succeeding year, and 
evidence produced, as before mentioned, so long 
as the said act is in force, under the same certifi* 
cation of being so expupged ficgm the roll in cas^ 
of failure. 

4^, That no such certificate shsJl be granted, 
Mm ^ until 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



^y6 THE HISTORY OF 

until all the arrears due to the Grand Lodge be 
discharged. 

5/0, That the names of all the lodges who have 
so obtained certificates shall be annually transr 
mitted to one of his Majesty's Principal Secretaries 
of ijtate, and to the I^rd Advocate of Scotland, 

6^0,, That the foregoing resolutions be printed, 
and copies transmitted to all lodges throughout 
Scotland holding of the Griand Lodge, that non? 
may pretend ignorance thereof, 

ymo, That copies thereof be also transmitted to 
his Grace the Duke of Athol, and the Right Hon. 
Henry Dundas, by the Most Worshipful Grandr 
Master, and he be requested to take that opportur 
nity of expressing the grateAil sense the masons 
of Scotland entertain of their exertions i^ behalf 
of the cr^ft. . 

ivo. That a committee be appointed to wait on 
the Lord Advocate, with a copy of the said reso- 
lutions, and instructed to assiire his lordship, 
that they have a grateful feeling of his lord- 
ship's kindness to the masons of Scotland, and will 
be ready to listen to any other regulations that 

to him may appear proper to be adopted. 

The following committee were accordingly named 
for that- purpose: — ^The Right Hon. and Most 
Worshipful the Grand-Master, his Substitnte, ^d 
Brother Campbell of Fairfield. 
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^nOj That a copy of these resolutions be also 
transmitted to the Secretary of the Grand Lodge 
of Ancient Free Masons in England. 

And, lastly, That the thanks of the Grand 
Ixxige are justly due to the Right Honourable 
and Most Worshipful Sir James Stirling, Bart, 
their present Grand-Master, for his constant atten- 
tion to their interests, since his luianimous elec- 
tion to the chair; and more particularly in his 
correspondence with Mr Secretary Dimdas, during 
the dependence of thp late bill in Parliament. 

LXIV. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30, 1799, 

Sir James Stirling, Bart. Grand^Master. 

Charies William Earl of Dalkeith, Grand-Master Elect. 

G.Ram$ay,Esqp younger of Bamto%i}i^»/)^Gni;fi-JfA(/^. 

John ClarV, ]^q. Substitute Grand-Master. 

John Trotter, Esq. of Morton-Hall, Senior Grand^Warden^ 

A.C.Gibson Maitland,E8q. of aifton-Hall,7«/?.G. JTorJ^ 

John Hay, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 

Rev. Dr Touchj Grand-Chaplain. 

William Guthrie, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 

Mr James Bartram, Grand-Clerk. 

S^^VERAL charters having been applied for, in 
the course of this year, a doubt was entertained 
by several members of the Grand Lodge, whether 
or not they were entitled to grant new charters 

since 
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since the passing of the act concerning the sup- 
pression of secret societies. It was agreed to take 
the advice of counsel, who were of opinion, that 
no lodge, erected since the 12th of July, was en- 
titled to the benefit of the statute. 

In consequence of the escape of our Sovereign 
from a base attempt upon his life, the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland, ever attentive to the duties 
of loyal subjects, prepared the following Ad- 
dress, and presented it to his Majesty. 



'^ May it please your Majesty, 

♦* WE, your MajeWy's mort dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Grand-Master and other oflkers of 
Ae Grand Lodge of Scotland, with the Masten 
and Proxies of Lodges, and their Wardens, in 
Grand Lodge assembled, approach your Maj^- 
ty's throne, with reflections of horror, in com- 
mon with all your other affectionate subjects, on 
the possible event of a recent attempt upon the 
sacred person of your Majesty, of which, but for 
the proof of that atrocity, we should, for the ho- 
nour of humanity, have doubted the reahty. 

" The miserable person who made this wicked 
attack on a life so justly precious to the whole com- 
munity, must, according to our feelings, have 
cither been visited by the Supreme Being with 

the 
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the greatest affliction to which our nature is 
liable, or be of a description of men, (if such are 
entitled to the appellation)^ of which we are 
fully convinced there exists not another solitary 
individual throughout the extended dominions of 
your Majesty. 

" The magnanimity displayed by your Ma- 
jesty, on so trying an occasion, will evtr, on re- 
collection, fill the eyes of your faithful subjects 
with tears of gratitude, as establishing your en- 
tire confidence on your affectionate people, and 
as having had an effect pleasing, we are well 
aware, to your Majesty, of preventing many and 
serious mischiefs, among the great concourse of 
your subjects then assembled, whose fears were 
alive for the safety of their beloved Sovereign, 

•* We take this opportunity of assuring your 
Majesty of the purity and simplicity of our an- 
cient order, and of our sincere attachment to the 
glorious constitution of our country, founded on 
a basis, which, from its stability, cannot be shaken 
by foes foreign or domestic ; and conclude with 
our most anxious wishes for the long continuance 
and prosperity of your Majesty's reign, and for 
the permanent, unimpaired, and undisturbed €^ 
licity of your Majesty, and of every branch of 
your illustrious house, 

•* Signed 
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" Signed in name of, by appointment, and ia- 
presence of the Grand Lodge of Free Ma- 
sons of Scotland, this 9th day of Jmie 

1800. 



(Signed) 



" James Stirlino, 
« G. M. MaM)n of Scotland/* 



LXV. GRAND ELECTION, Dec. i. 1800. 

Charles William Earl of Dalkeith, Grand^Master. 
Robert Dimdas, Esq. of Melville, Deputy Grand-Master. 
John Clark, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 
^ John Trotter, Esq. of Morton-Hall, Sen. Grand-Warden. 
Sir Charles Douglas, Bart. Junior Grand-Warden. 
John Hay, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 
Rer. Dr Touch, Grand-Chaplain. 
William Guthrie, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 
Mr James Bartrani, Grand-Clerk. 

It was agreed upon, in the com-se of this year, 
to divide Scotland into different districts, and to 
appoint provincial Grand-Masters overreach of 
these. After proper regulations and instructions^ 
were drawn up for these office-bearers, several 
gentlemen were appointed provincial Grand- 
masters. — See Appendix-, No. 4. 
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A CHARTER was this year granted to tfife officers 
of the 51st regiment, stationed at Columba, in 
the Island of Ceyldn, to hold a lodge under the 
denomination of the Orange Lodges 

The Grand Lodge received a message froifl the 
Magistrates of Edinburgh, informing them that 
the foundation-stone of the Wet-Docks at Leith 
was to be laid on the 14th May iSoi^ knd re- 
questing their company and assistance on the 
occasion. 

« 

When the appointed day arrived, the bretliren, 
amounting to about 1200, set out from the Leith 
Assembly Rooms, a little before nine o'clock in 
the morning, and advanced in the following 
order. 

The Lord Provost, Ma^strates, and Council 
of the City of Edinburgh, with the Magistrates 
of Leith, in their robes, preceded by . the in- 
signia of their office, ^nd a band of music. 

The Engineers and Architects of the proposed 
building. 

The Grand-Tyler, in his proper clothing, car- 
rying a drawn sword. 

The Grand-Stewards, Mrith their rods^ 

The. Golden Compass, Square, and Plumb, 
carried by operative masons. 

N n The 
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The Goldca Mallet^ carried hj an operative 
brother. 

The cornucopia, filled with com, and two sil- 
ver cups or gobleti, the one filled with wine, 
the other with oil, carried by operative bre- 
tbreo. 

The inicripticms and oiedals to be deposited m 
Xh» stoae, tarried by operative brethren; 

Th^Orwad-Secr^tary and GrandXlerk. 

The Qrand-Treasurer and Graod-Chaplain. , 

The Senior and Junior Grand- Wardens, 

The Holy Bible open upon a cushion^ carried 
by Bhrtber Peacock. 

The Grand-Master, supfx)rted by Sir James 
Stirling, Bart, last Grand^Master* and Sir Falmk 
Murray^" Bart. Depttty Grand Jdastpr P, T. 

Lord Downe, accompanied by the Substitute 
Grand-Master, and the Provincial Grand-Master 
for Peebl^ Selkirk, ^&cj; 

The Master of Proxies, supported by his De* 
pute and Substitute, and accompanied by all the 
Proxy-Masters and Wardens, according to their 
seniority. 

The Masters of Edinburgh Lodges, accompa- 
nied by their Officers and. Brethren, according to 
their seniority ; with Bands of Music attached to 
several of these Lodges. 

The Masters, Wardens, and Brecfareii, of the 
Trinity-House, Leith, accconpanied by a great 

number 
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number of the inost nespectabie Morcbaats and 
Inhabitants of Leitb. 

When the ptoccssion arrived at the spot, the 
Lord Provost and Ma^strates went to a t)ieatre 
erected for them on the west side of the founda- 
tion-stone. The Grand-Master, with his officers, 
weilt to one on the east, where a tabic was placed, 
upon which were laid the Jewels, and other em- 
blemt of the oraft. TIk Substitute Grand*Mas- 
ter then ordered the stone to be slung, and let 
down gradually, making three regular stops be- 
fore it came to the ground ; and, while this was 
going on, the bands played the anthem. 

THESubstituteGrand-Masterthenplaced^large 
phial in the stone, which contained all the present 
current coins in this country, with a number of 
beautiful in^als, of tbe first cbaxdcter» of the 
present age, which were picvioaisly inclosed in 
crystal, Abovethc phial were deposited twd plates, 
on one of which the following Inscription was 
engraved. 



N n 2 III 
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In the reign of the most gracious Sovereign 
George IIL 
And 
Under the auspices of the Right Honourable 
William Fettes, 
Lord frovost of Edinburgh, 
I The harbour of Leith> 

I Though 

I Formed at a remote period, 

And, 

As commerce, in the course of ages, increased, 

Qftep repaired ^nd extended ; 

Yet being still 

Narrow and incommodious, 

Robert Dundas of Melville, Esquire, 

' fn absence of the Right Hon. William Charles Earl of 

. Dalkeith, 

Grand Master-Mason of Scotland, 

Laid the foundation-stone 

Of these Docks ; 

In which the numerous vessels, arriving 

From every quarter of the globe, 

S/fight receive ample and secure accommodation , 

On the 14th day of May, 

In the year of our Lord 1801, 

And of the aera of masonry 580I1 

John Rennie being engineer. 



^ay the undertaking prosper 
By the blessing of 
Almighty God! 



-V^'P 
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AND ON THE OTHER, 

The names of the present Town-Council of Edinburgh, 
The Right Hon. Henry Dundas^ member 
For the city ; 
The Magistrates of Leith ; 
The Wet-Dock Committee •, 
The Engineers ; 
The Contractors for the Works, 
The. Grand Lodge of Scotland ; 
The Masters and Wardens of the Trinity- 
Jlouse, Leith, 

The Grand-Master, preceded by the Officers 
pf the Grand Lodge, the Jewels, &c. borne before 
them, was conducted hy Sir James Stirling, late 
Grand-Master, with the Depute and Substitute 
Grand-Master, to the site of the stone. The De- 
pute and Substitute retiring, the Grand-Master, 
with the assistance of two operative brethren, 
turned the stone,, and laid it in its bed. The 
stone being laid, the Grand-Master, with the Sub- 
stitute on his right hand, placed themselves on 
the east of the stone, the Grand- Wardens stand- 
ing on the west. The square, the plumb, the 
level, and the mallet, being successively delivered 
to the Substitute, and by him to the Grand- 
Master, he applied the square to that part of 
the stone which was square, the plumb to the 
several edges of the stone, and the level above 
the stone in several positions. And, lastly, he 
gave the stone three knocks with the mallet, 

saying 
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*tying', ** May the Great Architect of the Uni- 
verse enable us successfully to carry on and finish 
the work of which we have now laid the foun- 
dation-stone, and every other undertaking that 
may tend to the advantage of the city of Edin- 
burgh, and its harbours. May he be a guard and 
protection to them ; and may they long be pre- 
served from peril and decay/* On which the 
brethren gave three cheers, and the band played 
the anthem. After this, the cornucopia, toge- 
ther with the wine and oil, were delivered by the 
Grand- Wardens to the Substitute Grand-Master^ 
who handed the same to the Grand-Master; 
when he, according to an ancient custom upon 
such occasions, poured out the com, the wine, 
and the oil successively upon the stone, saying, 
•^ May the boimtiful hand of Heaven ever sup- 
ply this country with abundance of com, wine, 
and oil, and all the necessaries and comforts of 
life." The brethren having again given three 
cheers, the Grand-Master addressed the Lord Rt>- 
vost and Magistrates to the following dSect. 

• * My Lord Provost and Magistrates^ 

" It is with the highest satisfaction that I have 
now availed myself of the opportunity, which the 
situation I have the honour to hold in the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland has afforded me, of assisting at 
the commencement of a work so essential to the 
welfare of this metropolis, and which I tmst will 

contribute. 
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contribute, in an eminent degree, to the exten- 
sion of the commerce, and the general piosperitf 
of this portion of the miited kingdom. 

** The respect and esteem which you enjoy in 
the community over which yon have the honour 
to preside, are the surest pledges, that nothing 
will be wanting on your part to second the efforts 
and fulfil the wishes of those public-spirited in- 
dividuals who have promoted this undertaking, 
and that the just expectations of the Legislature, 
to whose liberality you are also indebted, will not 
be disappointed^ 

" It is impossible to contemplate the auspici- 
ous period at which this work i$ begun, without 
the strongest scnsatiooa of gratitude to that Pro- 
vidence which has inspired his Majesty's councils 
with temperate* firmness, and his fleets with irre- 
sistible valour, to assert and maintain the just 
rights of his subjects, on that element which has 
ever been the scene of their triumphs, and the 
source of their envied prosperity and power. May 
the same bountiful Providence, in the blessings 
of an honourable and lasting peace, secure to the 
merchants of this, and of every other port in the 
British dominions, the free and uninterrupted en- 
joyment of their trade, and the well-earned fruits 
of industry and epterpriiing activity. 

" In 
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** In the name of the craft of Free and Accept- 
ed Masons, I have to offer our humble supplica- 
tions to the Supreme Architect of the Universe, 
that he will afford his protection to your Lord- 
ship, and your brethren in the Magistracy, and 
that you may continue to be the instruments, 
through Him, of promoting the happiness and 
welfiare of the community intrusted to your 
' charge.** 

To which the Lord Provost- made the follow- 
ing reply. 

" Most Worshipfid Sir, • 

" Leith has long had reason to be proud of the 
enterprize and success of its merchants and 
sailors. The rapid increase of its commerce has 
made it necessary to extend the harbour, and im- 
prove the conveniencies for its trade. The plan 
of that able engineer Mr Rennie has been adopt- 
ed ; and I think it one of the happiest events of 
my life, that I have the honour to fill the chair of 
the city when the foundation-stone is laid of these 
extensive wet-docks, which, I conceive, will not 
only be of great benefit to the city and its port, 
but to the country at large, as well as convenient 
for the admission of large ships of his Majesty's 
navy. 

" I ASSURE you, Sir, that it is highly gratifying 

to 
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to me, and to my fellow^itizens, that the first 
stone of this ifnportant work has been laid bj 
you. Allow me to remark, that there appears, a 
fortunate propriety in this ceremony being per^ 
formed by the son of a man, to whom our city, the 
navy of Britain, and the whole Empire, are un- 
der so many obligations. 

" Permit me, in the name of the Magistrates 
and Council of the city of Edinburgh, to return 
our warmest thanks to you, to your brethren, and 
the gentlemen who have honoured us with their 
attendance upon this occasion^ And may that 
Almighty Being, whom winds and seas obey, ac* 
comrpany this undertaking with his blessing, and 
crown the work with success," 

The ceremony being concluded^ the brethren 
gave three cheers, which was followed with a sa- 
lute of twenty-one guns from the vessels in the 
Roads, under the command of Captain Clements 
of the Royal Navy, 

The procession then returned, in the same order 
as before, to the Assembly Rooms at Leith ; where 
the Substitute Grand-Master, in name oJF the bre- 
thren, returned their imited thanks for. the very 
proper and handsome manner in which the Deputy 
Grand-Master had conducted himself upon this 
pcQasipn } to which a suitable return having been 
O o made. 
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made, the Substitute Graad-Master addressed him- 
eclf to the operative brethren to the following e£-' 
feci : *' The foundation^tone of the wet-docks at 
Leithy planned in much wisdom by the ingenious 
architect, being now laid, and these implements 
in your hands having been applied to it by the 
Grand-Master and approven of, they are recom- 
mitted to you with full confidence, that, as skilful 
and faithful workmen^ you will use them in such 
a manner, that the building may rise in order, 
harmony, and beauty ; and, being perfected in 
strength, will answer every purpose for which it 
is intended, to your credit as craftsmen, and to 
the honour of our ancient fraternity.*' After this 
the Deputy Grand-rMaster dosed the lodge in due 
form. 

The procession was attended by a party of the 
4th or Dumfries-shire militia ; who, by their 
steady conduct, prevented an uncommon crowd of 
spectators from impeding or interrupting its pro- 
gress. There probably never was such a numerous 
procession, so happily conducted and carried on, 
and that too without the smallest accident having 
happened. The morning being fine, the ships in 
the Roads and Harbour having their flags flying 
and colours displayed, rendered the spectacles 
more grand and pleasing. 

' In the course of this year Alexander Cunning-, 

ham 
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ham wad appointed Jeweller, and Alexander 
Lawrie, Bookseller and Stationer to the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland. 



LXVI. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30, iSou ' . 

Charles William Earl of Dalkeith, Grand-Masier^ 

George Earl of Aboyne, Grand'Master Elect. 

John Clark, Esq. Substitute Grand^Master. 

J. Trotter, Esq. of Morton-Hall, Senior Grand4Vardettl 

Sir Charies Douglas, Bart. Junior Grand-Warden. 

John Hay, Esq. Grand-Treasurer^ 

William Guthrie, Esq. Grand^Secretary. 

Rev. Dr Touch, Grand'Che^lain. 

Mr James Bartram, Grand-CIerk. 

No events of importance distinguished the 
proceedings of this jear. 



LXVII. GRAND ELECTION, Nov. 30. 180a. 

George Eari of Aboyne, Grand^Master. \ 

George Earl of Dalhousie, Deputy Grand^Master. 

John Clark, Esq. Substitute Grand^Master. 

Sir George Mackenzie of Coul, Bart. Sen. Grand-Warien 

James Farquhar Gordon, Esq. Junior Grand-Warden. 

John Hay, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 

William Guthrie,' Esq. Grand-Secretary, 

Reverend Dr Touch, Grand^Chaplmn. 

Mr James Bartram, Grand-CUrh 

O o 2 The 
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The day of the Grand Election was distinguish- 
ed by a splendid,, procession of above 1200 bre- 
thren, from the Parliament House to the King's 
Arms Tavern, In the course of this year a letter 
was received from Lewis Clavel of Rouen, Provin- 
cial Grand-Master of aH the Scotish lodges in 
France, requesting a charter for a lodge at Mar- 
seilles, and inclosing a copy of a paper, said to 
be written by the Grand Lodge of Scotland, 
grantiixg to the lodge des Elives de Mnerve at 
Paris, the liberty of granting charters. This, how- 
ever, appeared to be a forgery, as no such power 
had been granted by the Grand Lodge. Such is 
the estimation in which Scotish masonry is held 
on the continent. 

In the course of this year a provincial deputa- 
tion was granted for the Bermudas in the West 
Indies. 

A CIRCULAR letter was this year received from 
the Grand Lodge of America. The spirit of il- 
lumination which it breathed, and the supernu- 
merary degree^ amounting to about 50, which it 
authorised, were sxifficient reasons for drawing 
down the contempt of Scotish masons, whose ho- 
nour it is to have preserved Free Masonry, for 
many centuries, in its original and simple form ; 
and whose pride it shall ever be to transmit, to the 
latest posterity, the principles and ceremonies of 
their order unpolluted and unimpaired. 

LXVDL 
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LXVIU GRAND ELECTION, Nw. 30. 1803. 

George Earl of Aboyne, Grani-Master. 

George Earlof Dalhousie^ Gratid^Master Elect. 

John Clark, Esq. Substitute Grand-Master. 

Sir Gr. S. Mackenzie, Bart. Senior Grand-Warden. 

James Farquhar Gordon, Esq. Junior GrandWarden. 

John Hay, Esq. Grand-Treasurer. 

William Guthrie, Esq. Grand-Secretary. 

Reverend Dr Touch, Grand^baplain. 

Mr James Bartram, Grand-CIeri. 

After the election was over, the brethren 
walked in procession from the New Church Aile 
to the Tron Church, where an appropriate and 
eloquent sermon was preached to them by the Re« 
verend Mr David Ritchie, one of the ministers of 
Edinburgh, from a passage in the Hebrews, " Let 
brotherly love continue." The Earl of Dalhousie, 
Grand-Master Elect, in absence of the Earl of 
Aboyne, was attended, on this occasion, by the 
Earl of Enrol, and Sir James Stirling, Bart, late 
Lord Provost of Edinburgh. 

The brethren having re-assembled at the King's 
Arms. Tavern in the evening, to celebrate the fes- 
tival of St Andrew, were honoured with the com- 
pany of his Excellency the Earl of Moira, Com- 
mander in Chief of his Majesty's forces in Scot- 
land, and Acting Grand-Master of the Grand 
Lodge of England. From the presence of this 
nobleman the friends of the Grand Lodge of Eng^ 

land 
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land Mtcipatcd a^rtmirahefiwoeii that respectable 
body and the Grand Lodge of Scotland. 

In the general klstoty of Ftee' Masonfy wc 
have already" giveii an account * of the schism 
^ which uhll' pUce in the Grand Lodge of Eng- 

land, by the secessiorl of a number, of men, who, 
4 tailing themselves Awcient Mafons, ipividiously 

^ bestowed upon the Grand Lodge the appeU^ 

tion of Modems. These Ancient Mmcxa^ who 
certainly merit blame, as the active promoten 
^* - of the schism, chose for their Grand Master, 

in the year 1772, his Grace the Buke of Athol, 
)^ who was then Grand -Master Ele<^t for Scot- 

I land. From this circumstance, more than firom 

r any particular -predilection, on the part of the 

If , Grand Lodge of Scotland, for the Ancient Ma- 

sons, the most friendly intercourse has always 
subsisted between the two Grand Lodges ; and 
I the Scotish masons, fixnn their union with the 

Ancients, imbibed the same prejudices against the 
1 Grand Lodge of England under the Prince of 

; Wales and Lord Moira, arising merely from some 

I trifling innovations in ceremonial observances, 

which the Grand Lodge of England had incon- 
l siderately authorised. From these causes, the 

^ Grand Lodges of Scotland and England, tho* the 

Jh brethren of both were admitted into each other's 

^ lodges, never cherished that mutual and friendly 

intercourse, which, by the principles of Free Ma- 
sonry, they werebound to institute and preserve. 

Such 



t. 
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Such was the mlative ttonitjitkm of thpl Grand 
IfOdg^ of ScQtIaod, and that of England und^ 
the Princie of Walts; on the day of th^ piMsent 
_gran4 election. 

In the course of the everting, however, an opi- 
portunity being ofered for the discussion d$^ thfe 
subject, the Earl of Motfa, in an itopressive 
^ech, equally remarkable for the eloquence 4f 
its sentiments; and the energy ^its tentineiatloii, 
«lated, at considertibte length, the conduct of 
the Grand Lodge of England to th^ Ancient Mi- 
sons* He stated, that the heirtd dnd arms of the 
Grand Lodge had ever been open for the neeep- 
tion of their seceding brethren ; who had obsti- 
nately refused to acknowledge their faults, and 
return to the bosom of their mother-lodge ; and 
that, though the Grand Lodge of England differ- 
ed, in a few trifling observances, ,£rom that of 
Scotland, they had ever entertained for Scotish 
masons that affection and regard which it is^the 
object of Free Masonry to cherish, and the duty 
of Free Masons to feel. His Lordship's speech 
was received by the brethren with loud and rei- 
terated applause, — ^the most unequivocal mark 
pf their approbation of its sentiments. From this 
period we may date the origin of an union be- 
tween the Grand Lodge of Scotland and that of 
Englan4, which, we trust, will soon be completely 
effected. From such a junction, under the auspi- 
ces of his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, 

aided 
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aided by the distinguished talents and respectabi- 
ilitj of the Earl of Moira,andthe abilities and con- 
ciliatmg manners of the Earl of Dalhousie, Free 
Masonry, we hope, will receive additional respec- 
tability and vigour, and preserve, in these king- 
^ms, its primitive purity and simplicity. And, 
while its influence is diffused from the British 
empire to every cpmer of the world, we trust 
that it will continue to be, as it has ever been, the 
bane of despotism and oppression; the enemy of 
superstition and fanaticism ; the promoter of ci- 
viUzation and good order ; the friend ' of uncor- 
rupted science, of true benevolence, and unafl[ec- 
ted piety. 
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NoL 
CHARTER 

GRANTED BT THE MASONS OP SCOTLAND 
TO 

WILUAM St CLAIR of ROSLIN. 

FROM HAY*S MSS. IK THE ADVOCATES* LIBRARY*. 

JDE it kend rill all men, be thir J>*nt letters, we dea- 
cons, maistres, and freemen of the masons, within the ' 
realme of Scotland, with express consent and assent of 
William Shaw, master of work, to our Soveraine Lord^ 
for sa meikle as from adge to adge it has been observ- 
ed amongst us, that the lairds of Roslin has ever been 
patrons, and protectors of us and our priviledges; likeas^ 
our predecessors has obey'd and acknowledged them, as 
patrons and protectors, while that, within thir few years^ 
throw negligence and slothfulness, the samyn has past 
furth of us, whereby, not only has the laird of Roslin been 

out 

* Thismairaicript is entitled May's Memoirs, or a collection of several 
things relating to the historical account of the most famed funiliet of 
Scotland. Done by Richard Augustine Hay, Canon Regular at Satnte 
Cenevefs of Paris, prior of Sainte Pierremont, dec Ammo DtMUMi 1700. 
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out of his just right, but also our hail craft has been des- 
titute of ane patron, and protector, and overseer, which 
has engendered many false corruptions and imperfections, 
both amongst ourselves, and in our craft, and has given 
occasion to many persons to conceive evdl amongst us and 
our craft, and to leive off great enterprises of policie be 
reason of our great misbchavour without correction, 
whereby not only the committers of the faults, but also 
the honest men are disappointed of their craft and profit : 
— As likewais when divers and sundrie contraversies 
falls out ftmongst ourselfs, tlieir follows great and mani- 
fold inconveniencies through mint of ane patron and 
protector ; we not being able to waite upon the ordi- 
nair judges and judgement of tliis reahne, through the 
occasione of our povertie and longsomenes of process, for 
remied whereof, and for keeping of good order amongst 
us in all time coming, and for advancement of our craft 
and Tocatione within this realme, and furthering of poli- 
cie within the saymn. We, for ourselves, and in name 
of our haill brethering and craftsmen^ with consent fore- 
said, agrees and consents, that William Saint Clair, now 
of Roslin, for himself and for his heirs, purchase and 
obtain, alt the hands of our Sovereigne Lords libertie, 
freedome, and jurisdictio c upon us, and our successors, in 
all times coming, as patrons and judges to us, and the 
several professors of our craft within this realme, whom 
oflF we have power and commission sua that hereafter we 
may acknowledge him and his airs, as our patrons and 
judges, under our Sovereigne Lord without any kind 
of appellation on declyning from liis judgement, widi 
power to the said William and his h'^irs, to deputt 
judges, ane or maire under him, and to use sick ample 
and large jurtsdictione upon us, and our successors, as 
well as brugh as land, as it shall please oUr Sovereigne 

Lord 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX I. a99 

Lord to grant him and his airs, sic suhscribitury William 
Shaw, master of work, Thomas Weir, mason in Edin- 
burgh, Thomas Robertson, wardine of the lodge of 
Dumfermlyne and St Andrews, and taking burden upon 
him for his brethrene of the mason craft within the lodges, 
and for the commissioners before mentioned, viz. David 
Skougall, Alexander Gilbert, and David Spens, for the 
lodge of St Andrews, Andrew Alisone and Archibald 
Angone, commissionars for the lodge of Dumfermlyne, 
and Robert Baillie, for the lodge of Haddington, with 
our hands laid on the pen be the notar underwritten att 
our commands, because we could not wreate. Ita est, 
Laurentius Robertsone, notarius publicus, ad praemissa 
requisitus de specialibus mandatis dictarum persona- 
rum scribere nescientium ut aparuerunt teste manu mea 
propria. 

> Ita est Henricus Banatyne co'notarius ad premissa de 
mandatis antedict. person, scribere nescientium ut aparu- 
erunt teste manu mea chyrographo, Wallace Andrew 
Sympson, John Robertson, S. Andrews, Haddington, P* 
Campbell, Will. Aytope, Aitchison's Heaven, George. 
Altone, John Kusserver, [Thos. Fitter iew,.Dumfermeling, 
Robt. Peires. 
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CHARTER 

GRANTED BY THE MASONS OF SCOTLANIX 

IN THE YEAR 163O, 
TO 

SIR WILLIAM St CLAIR. 

FROM hay's MSS. IN THE ADVOCATES* LIBRART. 

ijE it kend till all men be thir p'nt letters, us, tha 
deacons, masters, freemen of the masons and hammerr 
men, within the kingdome of Scotlande, that for sameikle, 
as from adge to adge, it has been observed amongst us 
and our predecessors, that the lairds of Roslin has ever 
been patrons and protectors of us and our priviledges, 
Likeas our predecessors has obe/d, reverenced, and ac- 
knowledged them as patrons and protectors, whereof 
they had letters of protection, and other rights granted 
be his Majesties most noble pfbgenitors of worthy me- 
mory, whilk with sundrie uther lairds of Roslins, his 
wreats being consumed in ane flame of fire within the 
Castle of Roslin, anno The consummadon 

and burning thereof being clearly known to us and our 
predecessors, deacons, masters, and freemen of the said 

vocation^ 
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vocations^ and our protection of the same and our pri- 
vUedges thereof, be negligence and slothfulness, being 
likely to pass furth of us, where throw not only would 
the lairds of Roslin lay out of their just right, but also 
our hail craft would bin destitute of ane patrone, 
protectour, and overseer, whilk would engender manifold 
imperfections and corruptions, both amongst ourselves 
and in our craft, and give occasione to many perspns to 
conceive evill opinion of us and our craft, and to le^ve 
ofF many and great enterprises of policie whilk would 
be undertaken, if our great misbehavour were suffered 
to goe on without correction. For remeid whereof, 
and for keeping of good ordre amongst us in all time 
coming, and for advancement of our craft and vocation 
within his Hienes kingdom of Scotland, and furdering 
of policip therein till the most part of our predecessors 
for themselves, and in name and behalfe of our brether- 
ene and craftsmen, with express advice and consent of 
Willian^ Schaw, master of worke to his Hienes, um- 
qle deceased father, of worthy memory, all in one voice, 
agreed, consented, and subscribed, diat William St. Clair 
of Roslin, father to Sir William St. Clair, now of Ros- 
lin, for himself and his airs, should purchase and obtain 
att the hands of his Majestic, lihertie, freedome, and ju- 
risdiction upon us and 6ur predecessors, deacons, n>as- 
ters, and freemen of said vocations, as patrons and judges 
to us, and the haill professors thereof within the said 
kingdom, whereof the had power and commission, sua 
^at they and we ought hereafter to acknowledge him 
and his airs,' as patrons and judges under our Sovereigne 
Lord, without any kind of applicarion or declination from 
their judgement forever, as the said agreement subscriv'd 
be the said master of worke, and our predecessors at mare 
length proports. In the whilk oiBce, priviledge and ju- 
risdiction 
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risdicdon over us and our said vocation, the said WilKain 
St. Clair of Roslin ever continued till his going to Ireland, 
quair he presently remains sine the quhilk time of his de- 
parture forth of this realme, there are very many cor- 
ruptions and imperfection* risen and ingenerit, bod 
amongst ourselfs and in our said vocations, are alto- 
gether likely to decay : And now for safety thereof, we 
having full experience of the auld, good skill and jui^e- 
ment whilk the said William St. Clair, now of Rostin, 
has in our said craft and vocatione, and for reparation of 
the ruines and manifold corruptions and enormities doiw 
be unskilfull persons thereintill, we, all in one voice, hare 
ratiiiod and approven, and be thir p*nta ratifies aiSa ^ 
proves the foresaid former letter of jurisdiction and ISkt- 
tie» maide and subscriv'd be our brethrene and his Hie- 
ne$f um'qle master of worke for the time, to the said 
Will. St. Qair of Roslin, father to the said Sir William 
Sinclair, whereby he and his heir$ are acknowledged » 
our patrons and our judges under our Sovereigne Lord 
over us, and the haill professors of our said vocatiooe 
within this his Hienes kingdom of Scotlande, widiout 
aoy appelation or declination from their judgement in 
time hereafter forever : And further, we all in cme voice, 
as said is, of new, have made, constitute, and ordained, 
and be thir present, makes, constitutes, and ordains, the 
said Sir William Saint Clair, now of Roslin, and his ain 
in all, our only patrons, protectors, and overseers, under 
our Sovereigne Lord to us and our successors, deacons, 
niastres, ai^ freemen of our said vocations of masons, 
hammermen within the haile kingdome of Scotlande, and of 
our haille priviledges and jurisdictions belonging thereto, 
wherein he, his father and their predecessors, lairds of Ros- 
lin, have been jn use of possessione thir many adges bygain, 
with full power to him and them, be themselves, their 

wardens, 
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wardenS) and deputts^ to be constitute be them, to affix 
and appoint places of meeting for keeping of good orderc 
in the said craft, als oft and sua oft as need shall require 
all and sundry persons that may be knowne to be subject 
to the said vocation, to make be called absent, aremerti- 
ate, gangressors, punish unlawes, casualities, and other 
duties whatsomever pertaining or belonging, or that may 
fall to be paid be whatsomever person or persons subject 
to the said craft, to aske, crave, receive, intromitt with, 
and uplift, and the samen to their own proper use, to ap- 
ply deputts under them in the said office, with clerks, ser- 
jents, assisters, and all other officers and members of 
(said) court, needfull to make, create, substitute, and or- 
dain, for whom they shall be holden to answer all and 
sundry plents, actions, and causes pertaining to the said 
craft and vocation, and against whatsomever person or 
persons, professors thereof, to hear, discuss, deceme> 
and decyde acts, duties, and sentences, thereupon to pro- 
nounce : And the samen to due execution, to cause, de- 
putt, and generalHe all and sundtie other priviledges, 
liberties, and immunities whatsomever concerning the 
said craft, to doe, use, and exerce, and cause to be 
done and exerced, and keeped siklike, and als freely in all 
respects as any others their predecessors has done, or 
might have done themselves, in any time by gone, freely, 
quietly, well, and in peace •, but any revocatione, obsta- 
cle, impediment, or again calling whatsomever. In wit- 
ness of the whilke thing, yir presents written be Alexan- 
der Aikin, servitor to Andrew Hay, writter, we have 

subscribed thir p'nts with our hands at Ed 1630 

Sic subscribiiur^ the lodge of Dundee, Robert Strachane, 
master, Andrew Wast, and David Whit, masters in Dun- 
dee, witli our hands att the pen led be the notar under 
subscrive, and att our commands, because we cannot writt, 

Thomas 
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Thomas Robertson, notarius publicus apcrit Robert 
Johnstone, master, David Massone, master. The lodge 
of Edinburgh, William Wallace, deacone, John Watt, 
Thomas Patersone, Thomas Fleeming, wardein in Edm- 
burgh, and Hugh Forrest, with our hands att the pen be 
the notar under subscreve, and for us, at our command, 
because we cannot writt, Thomas Fleeming, notarius 
aperit« Robert Caldwell, in Glasgow, with my hand at 
the pen, led be the notar under subscrive, and for me, 
because I cannot writt myself, Henrisone, notarius aperit. 
The lodge of Glasgow, John Boyd, deacone, Robert 
Boyd, ane of the masters. Hew Duak, decone of the ma- 
son craft and wrights of Ayre, and George Lydell, dea- 
cone of Squaremen, and was quartermaster. The lodge 
of Stirling, John Thomsone, James Ryve. I John, servi- 
tor to the master of the crafts in Stirling, with my hand 
att the pen led by the notar, under subscriving for me, 
because I cannot writt, Henrisone, notarius aperit. The 
lodge of Dumfermling, Robert Alisone, one of the mas- 
ters of Dumfermling, I John Burnock, ane of the mas* 
ters of Dumfermling, with my hand att the pen led be 
the notar under subscrive, and for me, at my conunand, 
because I cannot writt myself, Henrisone, notar aperit. 
David Robertson, ane of the masters, Andrew Masson, 
master, and Thomas Parsone, of the said lodge of Saint 
Andrews. 
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L^WS AND REGULATIONS 

OF THE 

GRAND LODGE 

OF 

SCOTLAND. 



CHAP. L 

!• X HAT the Grand Lodge of Scodand shall consist 
of a Grand-Master, Grand-Master Depute and Sub- 
stitute, Senior ai^d Junior Grand-Wardens, Grand- 
Treasurer, Secretary, Chaplain, Clerk, and I'yler, of- 
fice-bearers. The Master and two Wardens of the 
Lodges of Edinburgh, holding of the Grand Lodge, 
Masters of Country Lodges, and their Wardens, or 
proxies, and their Wardens, duly and regularly appoint- 
ed, representing Lodges in the country holding of the 
Grand Lodge. - 

II. That the Grand-Master, when present, ihall pre- 
side in the Grand Lodge, whose conunands relating to 
the order and regulation of the Lodge shall be most im- 
plicitly obeyed; and to whom every member, when speak- 
ing, shall address himself. 

Qq in. 
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III. That in the absence of the Grand-Master, at 
the celebration of the Festival of St Andrew, or at lay- 
ing a foundation-stone when a prooessicn has been or- 
dered, the latest Past Grand-Master present shall pre- 
side*, failing of whom, the Grand-Master Depute, or 
Grand-Master Substitute, in their order ; or such per- 
son, being a Master, as the Grand Lodge shall ap- 
point. 

IV. That no Brother can be a member of the Grand 
Lodge, unless he has been raised to the sublime de- 
gree of Master-Mason. 

C'H A P. IL 

ELECTION. 

I. That die Grand Lodge shall meet annually on the 
30th November, being the Festival of St Andrew, the , 
tutelar Saint of Scotland, in order to elect the Grand- 
Master and their office-bearers, enumerated in Chap« h 
sect. I. But when the 30th of November shall at any 
time happen to fall on Sunday, the election shall proceed 
on the day following. 

II. That the same Grand-Master shall not continue in 
office for a longer period than two years successively. 

III. That the Grand-Master shall have th'* choice of 
his own Depute, unless when the Grand Lodge shall 
make choice of a Grand-Master Elect to succeed the 
Grand-Master then in the chair j in that case the Grand- 
Master Elect shall also be Grand-Master Depute. 

IV. The Grand Wardens shall not continue in their 

respective 
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respective offices for a longer period than two years at 
one time. 

V. The Grand-Master Substitute, Treasurer, Secretary, 
Chaplain, Clerk, and Tyler, shall be elected and con- 
tinued in office from year to year during the pleasure of 
the Grand Lodge. 

VI. Upon the death of any of the above office-bearers, 
the Grand Lodge shall appoint a brother to aft till the 
first annual election; excepting the offices of Grand- 
Master, and Depute, which shall remain vacant until 
that period. 

CHAP. III. 

OF TREASURER, SECRETARY, AND CLERK. 

I. That tlie Treasurer shall be solely intrusted with 
the funds belonging to the Grand Lodgn, the meet-' 
mgs of which he ought to attend regularly, so as to 
give any information that may be required rek<^>ect- 
ing the state of the funds *, and he shall be bound to 
give in a state of his accounts and intromissions there- 
with, at least once every year, six months previous to the 
annual election, in order that they may be inspected, and, 
if found right, that he may be exonered. 

II. That it shall be the business of the Secretary to 
correspond with the lodges upon all matters relative to 
the Grand Lodge, to keep the records when completed, 
and the seal of the Grand Lodge, and to issue diplomas, 
when required, to any brother who is certified to be a 
member of a lodge holding of the Grand Lodge of Scot- 
land ; which certificate shall be signed by, at least, two of 
the principal office-bearers of such lodge. 

Q q 2 DIPLOMA. 
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DIPLOMA, 

OMNIBUS & SINGULIS qui has Uteras videant 
salutexn. Sciant omnes fratrem nostrutn 

qui hasce literas affert Tirocinia sua rite 
posuisse CoopERATOREM factum esse^ nee non Sublimem 
Ordinem Architectonicum assecutum esse in Socie- 
tate Ardiitectonica nostra 

numero a Summa Societate, 

Architectonica ScoTiCA, condita et constituta sicuti 
constat a chartis nostris in Summa Societate et magistro 
apparitoribusq. diets soc. explicatis; In testimonio quo- 
rum hse literse^ a firatre nostro qui in Summa Societate 
est ab epbtolis, subscripts sunt sub Summae Soc. SigillOi. 
Edinae diemensis . Anno 

Domini i8 nee non lucis 58 

TRANSLATION* 
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TRANSLATION. 

TO ALL AND SUNDRY, to whose knoi^riedg^ 
these presents shall come Greeting, These are tp certify 
that the bearer. Brother wa« 

duly entered an Apprentice, passed Fellow Craft, 
^d raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason 
in the lodge holding of 

the Grand Lodge of Scotland, as appears from au- 
thentic documents in the hands of the Mastqr and office- 
bearers of said lodge, produced to the Grand Lodg^ 
aforesaid. 

In testimony whereof, these presents are subscribed by 

the Grand-Secretary, and the seal of the Grand Lodge 

hereto appended At Edinburgh the 

day of in the year of our Lord one thousand 

ei^ht; hundred and and of light 58 

m 
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III. That it shall be the business gf tjie Grand-Qerk to 
engross the minutes, to enrol the names of entrants, 
and to keep the ordinary account books of the Grand 
Lodge; but to have the use of the whole records and 
seal of the Grand Lodge when ^ he has occasion for 
them. 



CHAP. IV. 

]t£GULATfOMS KEGARPINC GRAND-STEWARDS. 

h From the institution of the Grand Lodge, it has been 
the practice of each of the Masters, in and about Edin- 
burgh, to name one of their brethren to be a Grand- 
Steward, subject to the approbation or disapprobatkm of 
die Grand Lodge. 

II. That from these brethren, so named, the Grand- 
Master, or his Deputes, (with the approbation of the 
Grand Lodge) elect and appoint such a number of Grand- 
Stewards as they may think necessary. 

III. That the brethren thus chosen by the Grand 
Lodge, to be Grand-Stewards, are to elect from amongst 
themselves a Master and Wardens. 

IV. That the Grand-Stewards thus appointed be in- 
trusted with the management of the Feast of Saint An- 
drew, and other festivals, when necessary, under the 
direction of the Grand Lodge. 
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V. That; instead of the plan followed for some time 
past, of the Grand-Stewards attending at the festivals as 
servants, or waiters, to the office-bearers and members of 
the Grand Lodge, (which certainly neither was, nor 
could be the original intention of the institution) each 
Grand-Steward shall in future appmnt an assistant to do 
that duty. The Grand-Stewards themselves being only 
obliged to give directione, respecting die mode and man^ 
ner in which such entertainment shsdl be conducted, and 
contracting for the same with the pfoviders thereof, un- 
der the authority aforesaid. 

VI. That the Assistant Stewards, at processions, shall 
walk before the Grand-Stewards with inferior rods and 
clothing ^ and, at the introduction of the Grand Lodge 
into the hall, or lodge, these assistants shall announce 
* the arrival of the Grand Lodge with the usual and ac- 
customed honours 5 the Grand-Stewards, with their Mas- 
ter and Wardens at their head, walking in procession as 
office-bearers of the Grand Lodge in their proper rods 
and clothing. 

VII. In order to secure, the due performance of the 
duties incumbent on every Grand-Steward, and that 
Masters of lodges may pay due attention to the brother 
reconmiended, it is humbly suggested that each lodge 
should be responsible for the character 6f the brother 
whom they reconunend, and that each Graild-Steward 
elected be responsible for the assistant he may choose. 

CHA^P. 
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CHAP. V. 

STANDING COMMITTEE. 

I. That there shaH be a standing committee of the 
Grand Lodge^ which shall consist of the Grand-Master^ 
in his absence his Depute^ and in his absence the Sub- 
stitute Grand-Master^ nine Masters of Edinburgh lodges, 
and six proxy Masters, who shall attend to such matters 
as shall be remitted to them by the Grand Lodge. Five 
to be a quorum. 

II. .That the Grand-Master, Depute, or Substitute, in 
their order, shall be convener and president of the com- 
mittee, and that the Grand-Secretary, and Grand-Clerk, 
shall attend all the meetings of said committee. 



CHAP. VI. 

quarterly meetings. 

I. That the Grand Lodge shall hold four quarterly 
communications, or meetings, during each year, viz. 
upon the first Monday of February, first Monday of 
May, first Mondays of August and November, at which 
all business relative to the Grand Lodge shall be dis- 
cussed } but, if necessary, the Grand Lodge may adjourn 
these meetings to a future day, or days, for the dispatch 
of business. 

IL That the Grand-Master Depute shall only be entitled 
to vote upon any question under the discussion of the 
Grand Lodge, when presiding in absence of the Grand- 
Master;. 
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Master; and tHe Grand-Master Substitute only when 
presiding in absence of the Grand-Master Depute, unless 
such Grand-Master Depute and Substitute hold proxies 
from country lodges holding of the Grand Lodge. 

III. That the Grand-Treasurer, Secretary, Chaplain, 
and Clerk, shall not be entitled to vote upon any business 
before the Grand Lodge, unless they hold proxies as 
aforesaid; and the Tyler shall in no event have any 
vote. 

IV. That in absence of the Grand-Master, Grand- 
Master Depute, and Grand-Master Substitute, the Senior 
or Junior Grand-Warden shall preside in their order. 
And, in their absence, the principal chairs of the Grand 
Lodge shall be filled by the Masters of lodges present, 
or proxy Masters, according to the seniority of such 
lodges. 

V. That when any question before the Grand Lodge 
shall have been fuDy and regularly heard, the majority of 
the members present shall determine the point at issue ; 
and in case of an equality of voices, the Grand-Master 
presiding shall have the decisive vote. 

Vt. That when any member of the Grand Lodge 
makes a motion, which, is seconded by another mem- 
ber, such motion shall be disposed of before any other 
can be brought forward. 

VII. That the Masters of lodges present shall take 
their places upon the right and left of the Grand-Master, 
according to their seniority. 

R r VIH, 
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Vin. Tliat no member of the Grand Lodge shall be 
entitled to Bfedk, or vote, in the Grand Lodge, imkss he 
is clothed in the proper official regalia of the lodge he 
represents, or in the clothing of one of the office-bearen 
of the Grand Lodge. 



CHAP. VII. 

GRAND VISITATIONS 

I. That the Grand-Master and office^arera of the 
Grand Lodge shall at least once a jrear visit the several 
lodges in Edinburgh holding of her, either upon a n^t 
of the usual meeting of the lodge to be visited, or upon 
such other night as the Grand-Master may ^point for 
visiting them. 

II. That upon these occasions, the Masters, Wardens, 
and other office-bearers of the lodges, shall resign their 
respective chairs in the lodge to the Grand-Master, and 
other officers of the Grand Lodge who arte to preside. 



CHAP. vm. 

PROVn^CIAL GRAND-MASTERS, AND DISTRICTS. 

I. That Scotland shall be divided into sixteen dis* 
tricts, or provinces, as under, and each district, or pro- 
vince, shall have a Provincial Grand-Master appointed 
by the Grand Lodge by special commission. 

n, 
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II. Hiat such Provincial Grand-Master shall be at li- 
berty to choose two brethpen to be his WardenSf and a 
Secretary ; aU of whom most be Master-Masons. 

IIL That in order to qualify a Provtndal Graaut-Mas- 
ter to sit and vote in the Grand Lodge, he miist hold 
a proxy from a lodge in the country; every Pro-* 
vincial Grand-Master, however, whether he hdds a 
proxy, or not, shall be entitled to attend and give hia 
opinion in the Grand Lodge upon any question before it 
relating to the district over which he is Provincial Grand- 
Master. 

IV. That when Provincial Grand-Masters, one or 
i|i(»re of them, attend die Festival of St Andrew, or any 
public masonic procession with the Grand Lodge, such 
Provincia} Grand-Masters shall be arranged isninediately 
behind the offiee^vearers of the Grand Lodge, according 
to lik&r seniority^ which seniority is to be regulated by 
that of the oldest lodge in their respective districts. 
And also, upon such occasions, the Provincial Grand<« 
Masters shall appear in their own proper clothing. 



&EGULATIOH8 AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE COVE&NMI^NT 
OF PROVIKCIAL Q&AND MASTfiRS. 

L That the Provincial Grand-Master shall, with his 
earliest convenience, assemble and convene, at a plac6 
most suitable and convenient for all concerned, the re« 
spective lodges in his diifarict, and lay before them his 
commission from the],Grand Lodges 

R r 2 IL 
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n. That it is of the utmost consequence to be ac- 
curately informed^ whether the lodges holding of Ac 
Grand Lodge have literally complied with the requisites 
of the act of Parliament, the Provincial Grand-Master 
IS requested particularly to attend, that llie lodges in his 
district have strictly and literally complied widi the 
terms of the act of Parliament, and the resolutions of 
the Grand Lodge, a copy of which accompanies these 
instructions. 

IIL That the Provincial Grand^Masters shall visit and 
assemble the lodges in their district, at fixed and stated 
times and places, as may be agreed to by him and them 
progressively, in such central places as may best suit the 
attendance of the brethren of the lodges under his charge, 
fourteen days at least prior to the quarterly communica- 
tions of the Grand Lodge, if not four tixnts, at least 
twice in every year ; the Provincial Grand-Master alwap 
giving the respective lodges due and seasonable notifica- 
tion, when and where such meeting or meetings are to 
be held. 

rV. That all complaints, whether by individual breth- 
ren of lodges, or by one lodge against another, shall be 
given in writing, and must in the first place be brought 
before the Provincial Grand-Master of the district : That 
he shall immediately, or as soon as convenient, as- 
semble the Masters and Wardens of all the lodges in his 
district, and lay the complaint before them, when they, 
or the majority of those present,^ shall investigate the 
matter, and give such judgment thereon as shall appear 
to them just and proper. 



V. 
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V. That the Provincial Grand Lodges, convened for de- 
termining such complaints, shall consist only of the Mas- 
ters and Wardens duly elected by their respective lodges 
for the year ^ the Provincial Grand-Master, or in case of 
his absence, the Master of the senior lodge present, to be 
preses and convener ; and in all questions brought be- 
fore them, the majority of votes shall determine the mat- 
ter. 

VI. That the Masters and Wardens of the respective 
lodges shall not be entitled to have a vote at any of 
tfiese meetings till suth time as they produce their an- 
nual certificate from the Grand Lodge, of their having 
complied with the requisites of the act of Parliament, 
and resolutions of the Grand Lodge. 

VII. That should either of the parties be dissatisfied 
with the judgment pronounced, they may bring it under 
the review of the Grand Lodge by appeal : Or should 
the Provincial Grand Lodge feel themselves difficulted, 
the Provincial Grand-Master may report the case to the 
Grand Lodge for their opini6n and direction. 

VIII. That in case either of an appeal by the parties, 
or a report by the Provincial Grand-Master, the com- 
plaint, with all the papers and productions, and the proof 
taken therein, must be transmitted to the Grand-Secre- 
tary, or Grand-Clerk, on or before the first Monday of 
February, the first Monday of May, the first Monday of 
August, or the first Monday of November; these being 
the regular quarterly communications of the Grand Lodge 
of Scotland. 

IX. That the Provincial Grand-Master shall make in- 
quiry into the orders and degrees of Masonry practised 

in 
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in the reBpecthre lodges in fais district, and shall strictly 
prohibit and discharge them from practising any other 
degrees dian that of Si Jd>ffi MAsomj^ consisting d 
Jlppreniic&i FeUovo Crafty and Master Mason^ the only 
three degrees sancdoned by the Grand Lodge of Scot* 
land. 

X. That the Provincial Grand-Master shall make his 
secretary, or clerk, keep regular minutes of all meetings 
and proceedings held by him and his lodge \ and diat 
once in every year, to. previous to the quarteriy com- 
municadon in February, the said secretary, or clerk, shall 
transmit an abstract of these proceedings to the Grand- 
Secretary, or Grand-Clerk, in order that the same may 
be laid before the Grand Lodge, and in this report par- 
ticuhrly to specify, ist. The names of the lodges in the 
district that are in existence, and hold regular and stated 
meetings, and have compUed with the requisites of the 
act of Parliament, and the regulationsof the Grand Lodge: 
And, odly, A list of those lodges that do not hold regu- 
lar meetings, the cause of their discontinuance, and as 
nearly as possible, the time when diey gave up holding 
the^ meetings, so that the Grand Lodge may be ac- 
curately informed what lodges are still in existence, and 
take such measures as may appear necessary for striking 
these donnant lodges from the roll of die Grand Lodge. 



CHAP. IX 

ERECTION AND CONSECRATION OF LODGES. ' 

I, That if any number of brethren, not less than 
twenty-one, shall wish to erect a new lodge within Edin- 
burgh, 
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burgh) or suburbs thereofi they sliall apply to the Grand 
Lodge by a written petition, signed by them, setting^ 
forth the reasons for which they de&ire such lodge to be 
erected, craving the Grand Lodge for her permbsion and 
protection; which petition must be signed by. them, and 
alongst with it there must be produced to the Grand 
Lodge a recommendatory certificate, signed by the Mas- 
ters and Wardens ' of at least two of the sistet lodges in 
the city. 

II. But, if in tlie country, seven brethren should apply 
to the Grand Lodge by petition, setting forth their rea- 
scms as aforesaid, and alongst therewith should produce a 
recommendatory certificate, signed by the Masters and 
officers of two of the nearest lodges in the district 
where such lodge is craved to be erected, this petition, 
with the recommendations, shall then be laid before the 
Provincial Grand-Master, and if, upon inquiry, heap- 
proves thereof, te shall mark and subscribe the said pe- 

, tition accordingly, and transmit the same forthwith to the 
Secretary of the Grand Lodge. 

III. That after any room, or hall, shall be erected 
for the special purpose of holding masonic meetings, 
by any lodge holding of the Grand Lodge, the Master 
and Wardens of such loctge shall apply by petition to the 
Grand Lodge, praying to have the same consecrated, and 
that previous to any such masonic meeting being held 
therein, 

rV. That upon a charter being granted, there shall be 
paid for it a fee of ten guineas to the Grand Lodge, 
jmd that before such charter is expeded. 

V. 
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V. That upon any charter Wing granted, erecting a 
lodge within Edinburgh, and suburbs, the Master and 
Wardens of such lodge, previous to its holding any meet^ 
ing, and befbre the charter is delivered, must appear in 
the Grand Lodge, and there take the assurance of fi- 
delity to the Grand Lodge ; and if, in the country, the 
Master and Wardens shall take such assurance before the 
Provincial Grand-Master of the district, who shall no- 
tify the same forthwith to the Secretary of the Grand 
Lodge. 

VI. That all charters shall bear date from the day of 
presenting of the petitions to the Grand-Lodge, and be 
entitled to precedence accordingly. The dues for admit- 
ting each apprentice shall not be less dian one guinea. 



CHAP. X. 

FORM OF PROCESS BEFORE THE GRAND LODGE. 

L That when any dispute arises betwixt any of the 
sister lodges in Edinburgh, or any of the brethren, the 
party complaining shall lay the same before the Grand 
Lodge by a written petition and memorial, stating dis- 
tinctly the matters complained of, and subscribed by the 
. complainer or complainers. 

n. That two copies of such petition and memorial shall 
be lodged with the Grand-Secretary, one for the Grande 
Master, and the other for the record. 



III. 
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m. That with each petition there shall te paid a fee 
of five shillings to the Clerk. 

IV. That petitions must be so lodged, tni fees paid, 
at least forty-eight hours previous to the* next quar- 
terly communication of the Grand Lodge. 

V. TTiat the party complained upon shall be entitled 
to 2Xt extracted copy of such petition, upon paying to the 
Clerk a fee of two shillings and sixpence for the first 
aheet, and one shilling and sixpence for every after sheet. 

VL That should the Grand Lodge think it requisite 
that written answers be made to such petition, there 
shall be paid therewith a fee of five shillings to the 
Clerk, and so forth, with each paper given iii by one 
party, and extract copy required by the other. 

VII. That over and above the foresaid fees, there shall 
be psud to the Clerk for each sheet of extract of the 
proceedings, two shillings and siipence first sheet, and 
one shilling and sixpence remainder, by the party re* 
quiring the same. 



CHAP. Xli 

qUALIFTING AND TRANSMITTING THE NAMES OF 
ENTRANTS. 

I. That until the' act made in the 39th year of his 
present Majesty George m. shall be rejJealed, the Grand 
Lodge expressly enjoin, that all lodges holding of her, as 
they value her maternal affection and support, shall posi- 
tively comply with the requisites of the act of Parliament, 

S $ and 
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and enactm^ts of the Grand Lodge in consequence 
thereof, which are in substance as ibUows. 

« i//» Ths^ two of ike membera of each lodge shall 
«< certify upon oath, before any justice of the peace, or " 
« other magistrates that « The lodge has» before the pa»> 
« sing of the said act, been usually held under the denomi- 
« tion of a lodge of Fr^ Maaons, and in conformity to 
« the rules prevailing among the lodges of Free Matoos 
« In this kingdom )^ and which affidarit, certtfled by the • 
« magistrate before whom it is taken, must be registned 
€€ by the sheriflF-clerk in the county, where the parti- 
<« cular lodge holds her mee€itogs» within two cakadar 
« montfaa from the lath of July laat A»d| 

«« 2^/jf, That one of the presiding officers <^ die ledge 
« do record with the sheriff<:lerk wi Abi die same space : 
<* tst, The name by which the lodge ia distinguished : 
« 2if The place and days of meeting} and ^d, die 
<< names and descriptions (destgnations) of the attendii^ 
<< members. 

" And the Grand Lodge, responsible for the regular 
« conduct of the Masons of Scodand holding of them, 
" which \hey are firmly persuaded is, without exception, 
<< entirely consonant to the principles of the craft, yet, 
« anxious to guard against every intrusion on their an- 
« cient and respectable order, or upon her established and 
« accustomed forms, do unanimously resolve, 

« imoj That ev^ lodge hddi^ of the Grand Lodge 
" of Scotland, shall) within At. owndis from this date, 
€i apply for a certificate ftom die Grand Lodge ; wfaick 
<< certificate shall beat an express renewal of power to 

« hold 
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^ hold masonic meetings under her sanction and au- 
^ thoritf; and which shall not be granted withoat pro- 
«< doctioa of evidence to the Most Worshipful the Grand- 
^ Master, his Depute, or Substitute, that die act of 
<< Parliament above recited has been litendly complied 
^ with» And every lodge which shall not within the said 
^ ^ace demand ^x^ obtain such certilicate, shall be ex- 
^ punged from the Grand-Roll, have consequently no 
*^ right diereafter, by her presiding officers, or by proxy, 
<* to sit or vote at their meetings, and be de{ttived ot 
«« all future protection of the Grand Lodge. 

" 2do, That the said cerdficate shall be subscribed by 
<* the Grand*Master, his Depute, or Substitute, and by 
<< the Secretary and Clerk for the time, and have the seal 
*< of the Grand Lodge appended thereto ; for which a 
<« fee of five diSHngs, and no more, at the disposal of 
^ the Grand Lodge^ shall be exacted. 

«< 3ltioy That ^ said certificate shall be thereafter ap. 
^ plied for, on or before the a5th day of April i8ai« 
<* and of every succeeding year, and evidence produced, 
<< as before-mentioned, so long as the said act is in 
<< force, under the same certification of being so ex- 
<< pimged from the roll in case of failure. 

(< 4t0f That no su<h certificate shall be granted, until 
« all the arrears due to the Grand Lodge.be discharged. 

« 5/9, That the names of all the lodges who have so 
^ obtained certificates, shall be ammafly transmitted to 
« one of his Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, 
^< and to the Lord Adviecate of Scocfamd.^ 

Ssa n. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



324 APPENDIX m. . 

II. That no lodge, holding of the Grand Lodge, sfaaD 
hold any private meetmg for any other purpose than the 
three great orders of Scotish Masonry, of Apprentice, 
Pellow Craft, and Master-Mason, being the ancient or- 
der of St John, under certification, that the Grand Lodge, 
upon conviction, shall impose such censure, or even de- 
prive such lodge offending, of her charter, according to 
the particular circumstances of ihe case ; eicepting al- 
ways such meetings as may be held relating to the afiidrs 
of the Lodge. 



c H A P. xn. 

IBJLfiGULAl LODGES. 

I. That no lodge holding of the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland, shall have any communication or intercourse 
with any lodge in Scotland not holding of her, under the 
penalty of being deprived of her. charter ; and Provincial 
Grand-Masters are strictly enjoined, not to allow any 
lodge in Scotland not holding of die Grand Lodge to attend 
him at any masonic meeting or prpcession whatever. 



CHAP. XIH 

PROXIES. 

I. That no proxy commission shall be received by 
the Grand Lodge, but such as are dated on one or other 
of the two St John's days, vi^. 24th June, and 27th D&r 

cember. 
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cember \ and which commission must be conceived in as 
nearly the terms following as possible. 

We, the Master and Wardens of the Lodge 

holding of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, find- < 
ing it inconvenient to attend the quarterly communica^ 
tions, and other meetings of the Grand Lodge, do hereby, 
with the consent and approbation of our brethren, nomi- 
nate and appoint our truly and well-beloved brother 
Master-Mason of the Lodge 
holding of the Grand Lodge of ' 
Scotland, to be our Representative in said Grand Lodge, 
with full power to him to make choice of two Brethren, 
-Master-Masons, to he hiA WardenAv hereby authorizing 
our said Representative and his said Wardens to act and 
vote upon all questions that may come before the said 
Grand Lodge, as fully and- freely in allrespeotd as we 
could do ourselves if personally present. 

Given under our hands, and seal of the Lodge, in full 
Lodge assembled, this day of in the . 

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred, 
and and of light 58 

«**««» * Master. 

(SEAL) • Senior Warden. 

*♦♦**♦ ♦ Jimior TTarden. 

* Secretary. 

II. That such commission shaU rediain valid for one 
year certain, and thereafter until superseded by another 
regularly granted and reported to the Grand Lodge. 

in. That no proxy commission shall be received which 
has not been presented at the first or second quarterly 
meeting after its date. 

IV: That the Wardens named by the said Proxy 

Master 
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Master shall continue in office for one year at least after 
their nomination. 

V. That with eadi proxy commission their shall be 
paud a fee of two shillings and sixpence to the derk. 

VI. That no proxy commission shall be received until 
such tune as the lodge shall have settled all arrears to the 
Grand Lodge ; and that each commission shall be lodged 
at least two days before the quarterly communication, 
with the Grand Secretary or Qerk. 



CHAP. XIV. 

CHARITIES. 

L THAT'tlie charity committee shall be an open oom^ 
mittee. 

n. That the said committee shall meet for the distri- 
bution of charity at such times as the Grand Lodge at 
the quarterly communication shall appoint; 

m. That no petition for charity shall be received, 
unless the petitioner be a member of a lodge holding 
of the Grand Lodge, or the widow or child of such 
member J and which petition must be certified by a 
Master of a lodge, or Proxy Master regularly qualified, 
that the petitioner is not only an object of the Grand 
Lodge's charity, but to the best of his knowledge and be- 
lief is not in any way supported from any other fund, 
nor otherwise than by lus or her industry. 

TV. That each petition fbr charity, so attested, shall 
be lodged with the Grand Secretary at least three days 
prerious to any quarteriy communication. 

V. 
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V. That nothing contained in this chapter Aall be 
construed to encroach upon the powers vested in the 
Grand-Master, or his Substitute, with x^gard to giving 
interim charities from the funds of the Grand Lodge. 
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LODGES 

HOLDING or THE GRAND LODGE OF SCOTLAND, 

CLASSED INTO DISTRICTS^ 

OTZR WHICB PROYTNCIAL GBAND-MASTER8 ARE APPOIKTED. 



LANARKSHIRE. 



UFPEIt WARD. 



Lord Archibald Hamilton^ p. q. m. 



N9. 

mOe NAMES OF LODGESl 
SmIL 

10. Hamilton 

23. Lesmahagoe 

23. Old Lodge, Lanaxk 

34. Coltpcsa 

94« Lanark Kflwinning 
153. Lesmahagoe 
164. Hamilton KOwimibg 



JVi. 
mtbe NAMSSOFLODOSa 

187. Strathaven KilwimuDg 
%M, Abdzle St Jolm 
a2. BiggarLuifithgofr,iioir 

Free Operatives 
251. St JoWs Carhke 
^70. Operathre Lodge, Air- 

diie 



T t 
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LANARKSHIRE. 

OKCZR WikKD. 

AV No, 

•ntbe NAMES OF LODGES^ g^iHe NAMES OF LODGES. 
JtoU. RidL 

7. Glasgow Kilwinning 145. Glasgow St Mungo 

29. Glasgow St Mungo Royal Arch 

30. Kirkiutillocli 146. Cambuslang Royal Arch 
Kilsyth f 49. Rulherglen Royal Aich 

70. Glasgow Montrose 150. Partick St Mary 

76. Glasgow Argyle 169* Glasgow Shewdston St 

77. Glasgow Royal Arch John 

87. Glasgi^w Thistic & Rost 194. GaUer Argyh by Glas^ 
X 1 1» Glasgow Thistle gow 

112. NcwMonl^ndMontrow 113. Muracsborgji Kibyth 

128. Glasgow St Mark 238. Old Monkland St 

1 29. Glasgow Union & Cro-jy^i James's 

144. Glasgow St David's 239. Glasgow St Patrick's 

AYRSHIRE. 
Jllllia^n Campbell oftairfiM, Esq. p. g.'m. 

No. No, 

on tbt NAMES OF LODGES. oh ibc NAMES OF LODGES. 
Rai, . Roll. 

14. Maybolc i?^- Girv^ St Andrew's 

24. Kilmarnock 172. Galston St Patrick's Kil^ 

no. Inane Nsvigaticm ' marnock 

136. St MamockS Kilmarnock 174. Tarbolton St Disvid's 

163. Ayr Kilwiomng 178. Tarboltoo St James'* 

165. St Janet's New Town of 182. Operative Lodge, Ayt 

Ayr * 198. iwine St Andrew'^ 

16^ St Andlew*! Kilm«niGi(:k 209. St John's Bekh 

X67. Thistle Lodge Stcwarton 220. Itoyd Arcb Ayr 

224. 
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1 Rase Ste- 268. St Thomas MMirkirk- , 

.1 269. St Clement's Riccarton 

gs St John I 271. Ayr and Renfrew Mili- 
jt Mungo's Mauchlinc tary St Paul 

_^. Royal Arcfc M aybole 

DUMFRIES-SHIRE. 

Charles Sharp qfHoddam, Esq. p. g. m. 

•ntbe NAMES OF LODOBS. cm the NAMES OF LODGES. 
R^a, Roll. 

61. Dumfries Kilwinning 159. Hartfell Lodge, Moffat 

74. Dumfries Thistle Lodge 179. St Andrew's, Dumfries 

75. Dumfries St Michael's 184. Operative Lodge, Dum- 
Dumfries Journeymen fries 

99. Annan St Andrew's 195. Sanquhar Kilwinning 

127. St Magdalene's Lochma- 204. Union Lodge, Dum&ies 

ben - 215. St John's New Abbey, 

134. Eskdale Kilwinning Dumfries 

Langholm 216. Union Lodge, Carlisle 

139. Nithsdale St Paul 255. St Ruth's Ruthwell 

WIGTON AND KIRKCUDBRIGHT. 

Sir Alexander Gordon of Culvenan, p. g. m. 

No. No. 

i/i tbc NAMES OF LODGES. on the NAMES OF LODGES. 
RoU, Roil.^ 

43. St-Cuthbcrt's Kirkcud- ^ 214. St Stephen's Gatehouse . 

bright of Fleet 

1 22. St Bernard's Kilwinning 245. Union Lodge, Newton- 

125. T^gton Kilwinning Douglas 

183. St Andrew's Crec Bridge 248. St Thoipas, Whithorn 

253. St John's, Castle Douglas 

T t 2 PEEBLES, 
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PEEBLES, SELKIRK, ROXBURGH, AND 
BERWICK. 

George Douglas of Cavers y Esq. p. o. m. 

mO^ NAMB3 OF LODGES. •mthe NAMES OF 1.0DG£;S. 

JUL MM, 

25. Dunse 84. St Abb^s 

26. Old Lodge, Peebles 89. Dunbar Castle 
35. Selkirk 130. Jcdburgb 

55. Cumberknd Kilwiimiog 14I. Hawick 

Peebles 173. St Luke^s, Lauder 

69. Kdso 243. St Andrew's, Jedburgb 

DUMBARTON AND RENFREW. 
Vacant. 



M the 


NAMES OF LODGES. 


OMthe 
RM, 


NAMES OF LODGES. 


«5- 

20. 
170. 


Greenock Kilwinning 
Dumbarton Kilwinning 
Paisley St Mcrrion's 


203. 
208. 


Royal Arch, PoUock- 

shaws 
St Barchan's at Kilbar- 


'75- 
191. 

J93- 


St James's, Paisley 
Paisley Royal Arch 
Renfrew Prince of Wales 


229. 
^34- 


chan 
Leven St John 
Greenock St John 




Lodge 


272. 


Garthland St Winnoch's 



FIFES HIRE. 
Gen. Sir Janies St Clair Erskine^ Bart. p. g. m. 

• M. No. 

•mth4 NAMES OF LODGES. mthe NAMES OF LODGES. 
RM, RoU. 

21. Cupar of Rfc St John 28. Dunfermline 

27. St 'Andrew's at St An- Falkland St John 

drews 51, Dysart 
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71. Invcrkcitliing 119. St Ayle*s, Anstruthcr ' ^ 

86. Kirkcaldy 157, Auchtcnnuchty St Cyrc i 

91. St Rcgulus, Cupar of Fife 161. Oswald of Dunnickicr's ^ 

105. St Andrew's, Ciail Lodge '^ 

107, Ceres 185. St Andrew's, Pitten- j 

114. Elgin's Lodge, LeVen weem 

118. St Leonard's, Kinghom 251. St Bride's, Kirkcaldy 

LINLITHGOW, STIRLING, AND CLACK- 

MANNAN, 

Major Mayne of Powislogie^ p. g. m, j 

m tU NAMES OF LODGES. m Oh NAMES OF LODGES. 
JtOk RolL 

i6. Torphichen Lodge at 235. Denny and Loanbead I 

Bathgate 244. Hopetoun Lodge, Bath« 
19. Falkirk gate ^ 

Linlithgow 247. Lennox Kilwinning, 
32. Stirling Campsie 

62. Maddiston 249. Operative Lodge, Fal« 
83. Alloa kirk 

90. Pythagorick Lodge, Bor- 261. Caledonian St John, R. 

rowstounness A. Campde 

93. Stirling Royal Arch 264. St Andrew's, Cumber- 
J38. Carron Lodge nauld 

ARGYLESHIRE AND THE ISLES. 

Colonel Campbell^ younger of Shmvjield^ p. G. m. 

No, No. 

on the NAMES OF LODGES. ontbo NAMES OF LODGED 
JRoU. Roll. 

S6. Inveraray St Brook's, Rothsay , 

6^. Campbeltown 258. Argyleshirc Military St 

15^. St Kilda at Portree John 

186. St John's, Campbeltown 262. St Stcphen^i, Portsoy 

242. Commercial Lodge^ Oban 

P|kRTH3HI|lE. 
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PERTHSHIRE. 
Sir' P. Murray^ Bart, of Ocbtertyre, p. c. ht. 



m Ai HAMB^OF LODGES. 
JUiL 


mtht 
Mi. 


NAMES OF LODGES. 


J 2. Dumblane 


158. 


Perth Royal Arch 


17. Dunkeld 

46- Crieff 

50, Auchterarder 


181. 
302. 


St John's, Blairgowrie 
Operative Lodge, Dun 
keld 


85. Monour 


230. 


St James's, Downe 


88. St Andrew's, Perth 
151. Cnpar of Angus 
133. Lindores Lodge^ New- 
burgh 


233- 
256. 


Lodge of Dunning 
St John's Lodge, Mu. 

theU 
Scoon Lodge 



ANGUS-SHIRE. 

Tbe Honourable William Ramsay Maule, p. c. m. 



M. 


iV*. 




M the NAMES OF LODGES. 


•mtbt 


NAMES OP LODGES. 


MM, 


JUIL 




18. Montrose Kilwinning 


127. 


St Vigian's, Arbroath 


33. Bervie 


134- 


St Peter's, Montrose 


St Thomas, Arbroath 


152- 


John's-Haven St John 


5 2. Operative Lodge, Dundee 


162. 


St James's, Brichen 


54. Ancient Lodge, Dundee 


180. 


St Laurence, Laureace 


79. St Ninian's, Brichen 




kirk 


^6. St David's Lodge, Dun- 


210. 


Thistle Operative 


dee 




Lodge, Dundee 


114^ Forfar Kilwinning 


246. 


Montrose Kilwinning 


126. Glammis 




Incorporated I«odge 



ABERDKEKSHIRK* 
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'ABERDEENSHIRE. 

The Right Hon. the Earl of AboynCy p. g. m, 

ffttbe NAMES OF LODGES. tm tbs NAMES OF LODGES. 
Roll, RoU. 

39. Aberdeen 200. Operative Lodgc^ Abct- 

41. Keith LodgCy Peterhead dcen 

66. St Mauchar 205* St Anthony, Invoruxy 

78. Stonehaven 219, Old Aberdeen Lqdge 

116. St Nicholas, Aberdeen 223. St James's L.odge,Aber- 
140. St Andrew's, Aberdeen deen 

J 89. St Luke's, Gilcolmston 254- St Georgc^s Lod^e, 

Aberdeen 

INVERNESS, ROSS, AND ELGIN^, 

James BrodJe of Brodie^ Esq. v. g. m. 

No. No. 

ptt&c NAMES OF LODGES. mtie NAMES OF LODGE& 

£oJL Jioil, 

9. Old Lodge, Inverness 67. Dyke 

31. St Andrew's Lodge, In- 100 Fort George 

verhess 115. Fort George, Ardersccf 
38. St John's Oper. Lodge, Point 

Forres 190.. St Laivrcncc, Forres 

47. Fort William 196. Trinity Lodge, Elgin 

49. Kilmolymoack 257. Rothes Lodge 

57. Cumberland Kilwinning 259. Operative Clacnacudden 

Inveracse • Lodge, Inverness 

ORKNET 
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ORKNEY AND CAITHNESS. 
Sir Geo. Stewart Mackenzie of Coul^ Bart. p. c, m. 

A* No. 

mthe NAMES OF LODGE$. 0h the NAMES OF LODGEflL 

44. Kirkwall 176. Robertson's Lodgc^ 

45. Thurso St John Cromarty 

104. St Duthus at Tain 237. St Paul's, Kirkwall 

113. Morton's Lodge, Lerwick 252. St Fergus's, Wick 
135. Fortrose Lodge^ Stom^ 
away 

BANFFSHIRE.. 

The Marquis o/Huntly^ p. q. m. 

)sr#. No, 

mthe NAMES OF LODGES. on the NAMES OF LODGES. 
JioH. RoU. 

60. Banff Lodge 250. St James's Operative 

72. Huntly Lodge, Keith 

8(X Forbes Lodge, Rosehearty 262. St Stephen's, Portsoy 

I20. Operative Lodge, Banff 263. Solomon's Lodge, Fin- 

206. Lodge of M*Duff serburgh 

SCOTISH LODGES IN FRANCE. 
Lewis Clavely Esq. Rouen, p. o. m. 

BERMUDA ISLES. 

John Maclachlan^ Esq. ?. g. m. 
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LIST 



OF 



LODGES 

HOlJ>ING OF THE GRAND LODGE OF SCOTLAND. 



Edinburgh Mary's Chapel 

Canongate Kilwinning 

Glasgow Kilwinning 

Canoneate and Leitn 

Old Kilwinningy Inverness 

Hamilton 

Journeymen Masons 

Dumblane 

Dalkeith 

Maybole 

Gf^enock Ejlwinning 

Torphichen Ejlwinning, 

Bathgate 
Dunkeld 

Montrose Kilwinning 
Falkirk 
Linlithgow 

Dumbarton Kilwinning 
Cupar of Fife St John 
Lesmahagoe 
Old X«odge, Lanark 
Kilmarnock 
Dunse 

Old Lodge, Peebles 
St Andrew's 
Dunfermline 
Glasgow St Mungo 
Kirkintilloch 
Kilsyth 



St Andrew's, Inverness 

Stirling 

Bervie 

Coltness 

Falkland St John 

Selkirk 

St David's, Edinburgh 

St John's Operative Lodge, 

Forres 
Aberdeen 

Keith Lodge, Peterhead 
St Cuthbcrt's, Kirkcudbright 
Kirkwall 

St Thomas, Arbroath 
Thurso St John 
Crieff 

Fort William 
St Luke 
-Kilmolymoack 
Auchterarder 
Dysart 

Operative, Dundee 
Edinburgh St Andrew's 
Ancient Lodge, Dundee 
Cumberland Kilwinning 

Peebles 
Invcrary 
Cumberland Kilwinning 

Inverness 
U u Duke 
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Duke of Norfolk^s Lodge 

Banff 

Dumfries 

Maddiston 

Welsh Fuzilicrs 

Thistle, Edinburgh 

Campbeltown 

St Mauchar^ 

Dyke 

Kelso 

Glasgow Montrose 

Inverkelthing 

Huntly 

Whitens Lodge, aid Reg«. 

Thistle Lodge, Dumfries 

St Michael's, Dumfries 

Argyle^s Lodge, Glasgow 

Royal Arch; Glasgow 

Stonehaven 

St Ninian^s, Brechin 

Forbes Lodge, Rosehearty 

St Andrew's, Boston 

Blandford Lodge, Virginia 

Alloa 

St Abb's 

Moncur 

Kirkcaldy 

Thistle & Rose, Glasgow 

St Andrew's, Perth 

Castle of Dunbar 

Pjrthagoric Lodge, Borrow- 
stounness 

St Regulus, Cupar of Fife 

Prince of Wales Lodge from 
Edinburgh 

Stirling Roysd Arch 

Lanark Kilwinning 

St Columba's Lodge 

St David's, Dundee 

Hooker St John, 17th Regt. 
Foot 

Union Kilwinning, South Ca- 
rolina 

Annan St Andrew's 

Fort George 

KingXJeorge III. 56th Regf 



Scots Lodge of St Andrew, 

Jamaica 
Mustelburgh Kilwinning 
8t Duthus at Tain 
St Andrew's, Crail 
Duke of York's Lodge 
Ceres 

St George, 3 ist Regt. of Foot 
Kirknewton and Ratho 
Irvine Navigation Lodge 
I'histle Lodge, Glasgow 
New Monkland, Montrose 
Morton's Lodge, Lerwick 
Forfar Kilwinning 
Elgin's Lodge, Leven 
Fort George, Ardersecr Point 
St Nicholas, Aberdeen 
St John's, Norfolk, Virginia 
St Leonard's, Kinghom 
St Ayle's, Anstruther 
Operative Lodge, Banff 
Union, General Majoribanks' 

Regiment 
.St Bernard's Kilwinning 
Royal Arch, Edinburgh 
St James, Edinburgh 
Wigton Kilwinning 
Glammis 

St Magdalene, Lochmaben 
St Vigian's, Arbroath 
St Mark's, Glasgow 
Union and CroWn, Glasgow 
Jedburgh Lodge 
Cupar of Angus 
Moriah Lodge, 22d Reg^ 
Lindores, Newburgh 
Eskdale Kilwinning, L.ang- 

holm 
Fortrose Lodge, Stomav^y 
St Mamock's Lodge, Kil- 
marnock 
Royal Welsh Fuzilicrs 
Carron Lodge 
Nithsdale St Paul's 
St Andrew's, Aberdeen 
, Hawick 

St John's 
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St Jofan% Fiahcnow 
Grant^Sy East Florids 
St David\ Glasgow 
St Mungo Royal Aichy 

Glasgow 
Cambuslang Royal Arcb 



St John's, Blairgowrie, C. 

Angpis 
Operative Lodge, Ayr 
St Andrew's, Cree Bridse 
Operative Lodge, Diunmes 
St Andrew's, Fittenweem 



United Lodge, 4fch Regiment St John's Lodge, Canpbel- 

of Foot 
New Edinburgh Kilwinning 
Rutherglen Royal Arch 
Partick St Mary 
St Andrew's, St C3iristopher 
John's-Havcn St Joha 
Lesmahagoe 
St Peter's, Montrose 
St Kllda at Porti«e 



town 
Strathaven Kilwinning 
Queen's, or 7th Recent of 

Dragoons 
St Luke's, Gikolmston, Aber- 
deen 
St Lawrence, Forres 
Paisley Royal Arch 
St Stephen's, Edinburgh 



St Patrick's Royal Arch, 43d Renfrew Prince of Wales 



Regiment 
Auchtermuchty St Cyre 
Perth Royal Arch 
St Andrew^ Rojral Arch, 

Scots Greys 
HartfeU Lodge, Mo&t 
De la Parfaite Uiuon de Na- 

mur 



Calder Argyle by Glasgow 
Sanquhar Kilwinmng 
Trinity Lodge, Elgin 
Irvine St Andrew's 
6t Magnus Lodge, Gottenburg 
Operative Lodge, Aberdeen 
Edinburgh Defensive Band 
Operative Lodge, Dunkeld 



Oswald of Dunniekier^ LodgeRoyal Arch, Pollockdiaws 

St James's, Brechin Union Lodge, Dumfries 

Ayr Kilwinninff St Anthony, Inverury 

Hamilton iClwtmiing Lodge of M^Duff 

St James's Jilew Town xrf Ayr Imperial Scots Lodge, St 

St Andrew, Kilmarnock Petersburgh 

Thistle Lodge, Stcwarton St Barchan's at Kilharchan 

"Unity Lodge, 17th Regiment St John's, Beith 

of Foot Thistle Operative Lodge, 

Shewelston St John, Glasgow Dundee 
Paisley St Merrion's 



Girvan St Andrew's 
Galston St Paul's Kilmar- 
nock 
St Luke's, Lauder 
Tarbohon St David's 
St James's, Paisley 
Robertson's Lodge, Cromarty 
St John's, Philadelphia 
St James's Tarbohon 
Dumfries St Andrew's 
St Laurence, Laurence-kirk 



Royal Arch Union, 3d Regi- 
ment Dragoons 

Roman Eagle, Edinburgh 

Muniesburgh Kilsyth 

St Stephen's Gatehouse of 
Fleet 

St John's, New Abbey, Dum- 
fries 

Union Lodge, Carlisle 

Union, St Christophers 

Caledonian Lodge, Edinburgh 

Old Aberdeen Lodge 

Royal 
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Royal Arch, Ayr 

Airdrie St John 

Biggar Free Operatives 

St Jameses, Aberdeen 

Thistle and Rose Stevenson 

Pythagoric Lodge St' John, 
Antigua 

La Douce Harmonic 

La Ardente Amiti6 

Faithful Friends, de TOricnt 
de Marseilles. 

Leven St John, Dumbarton 

St James's, Downe 

St Bride's, Kirkcaldy 

Largs St John 

Dunning 

Greenock St John 

Denny tad Loanhead 

Phoenician Lodge, Leith 

St Paul's, Kirkwall 

Old Monkland St James's 

Glasgow St Patrick's 

St M uneo's Mauchline 

Mount Oliver's, St Christo* 
phers 

G>mmercial Lodge, Oban 

St Andrew's, Jedburgh 

St Brook's, Rothsay 

Hopetoun's Lodge, Bathgate 

Union Lodge, Newton- 
Douglas 

Montrose Kilwinning Incor- 
porated 



Lennox Kilwimubg at 

Campsie 
St Thomas, Whithorn 
Operative Lodge, Fallurk 
St James's Operative Lodge^ 

Keith 
St John's Carluke 
St Fergus' Lodge, Wick 
St John's, Cas'ie Douglas 
St George, Aberdeen 
St Ruth's, Ruthwcll 
St John's, Muthell 
Rothes Lodge 

Argyleshire Military St John 
Operative Clacnacudden 
Union Royal Arch, 4th Regt. 

Dragoons 
Caledonian St John Royal 

Arch, Campsie 
St Steven's, Portsoy 
Solomoa's Lodge, Fraserburgh 
Royal Arch, Maybole 
St Andrew's, Cumbernauld 
St George, Bermuda . 
Scotia Lodge, Barbadoes 
St Thomas Muirkirk, 
St Clement'a, Riccarton 
Operative Lodge, Airdrie 
Ayr and Renfinew Military 

St Paul 
Garthland St Winnocb 
Stranraer Kilwinning 
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